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Yours ire desperation.... 


Police 
to ‘clear 
beggars 
from 


Shadow chancellor offers to cut VAT on f ue? but gives quick fix warning 


James Ntoikle 
Community Affairs Editor 

T HE Government 
is planning a 
revolution in the 
way society treats 
drunks and beg- 
gars by encourag- 
ing police and charities to 
clear a “hard core" of people 
sleeping rough on city streets. 

Ministers are reviewing 
vagrancy laws and plan to set 
targets for voluntary, state- 
funded agencies. These will 
cover the numbers of people 
they remove to hostel accom- 
modation. They will then 
move on to longer-term help. 

The Government wants to 
stop people “working the 
system” through a more “pro- 
active” approach. Their 
pledge comes weeks after 
Jack Straw, the shadow home 
secretary, promised to crack 
down on the “aggressive beg- 
ging of winos. addicts and 
squeegee merchants”. 

Labour’s new thinking has 
encouraged John Major to 
think there will be less politi- 
cal fall-out than when he 
attacked “offensive” beggars 
last year. The Government be- 
lieves some voluntary work- 
ers are not tough enough with 
some street people and should 
do more to persuade them to 
take suitable accommodation. 

It says little progress 
towards resettlement is being 
made for some people who 
have slept rough for years. 

David Curry, the housing 
minister, last night promised 
there would be no French- 
style cavalier “sluice them 
down and go away” approach, 
nor would the Government 
rely on compulsion through 
the criminal justice system. 
Police chiefs must determine 
the level of campaigns after 
discussions with agencies. 

Mr Curry sai± “There may 
be some recalcitrant people. 
Do we need to persuade and 
be more persistent? We also 
want to make sure people do 
not take advantage of toler 
ance simply to work the sys 
tern. We are really talking 
about whether the police 
could take a more pro-active 
role." 

Ministers wanted value for 
money in finding people a 
"secure structured existence" 
but would not make value 
judgments. Some needed con 
tinuing care, “not just bricks 
and mortar over their heads" 
Proposals outlined in a 
consultation document to be 
published today acknowledge 
many people in difficulties 
have been rejected by their 
families, suffer from mental 
Illness, or have sucb social 
problems related to drug or 
alcohol misuse that few hos 
tels for the homeless will 
house them. 

Mr Curry said: “There is no 
point in rounding up all the 
winos and releasing them the 
next morning. It depends on 
the operation of voluntary 
services to make it work. Try 
ing to work with people and 
build confidence so they want 
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Monitors at Hie Labour conference In Brighton capture the shadow chancellor, Gordon Brown, during his speech 

Labour unites over low pay and jobless 


to go into the process of reha- 
bilitation is what matters. 

The paper says: “Those who 
intimidate othas or who at- 
tempt fraudulently to procure 
charitable contributions must 
expect to be prosecuted. Beg- 
ging is distressing for mem 
bers of the public and visitors 
to the capital alike.” 

It adds that the number of 
beggars can give a false pic- 
ture of the problem of home- 
lessness — 40 per oent of 
those prosecuted by the 
Metropolitan Police had 
addresses. 

Begging is an offence under 
the 1824 Vagrancy Act. and 
rough sleepers could be 
breaking the same law if they 
spurn accommodation and 
are likely to cause infection, 
damage to property, or other 
offensive consequences”. 

By March, the Government 
will have spent £182 million 
in sis years on accommoda- 
tion for rough sleepers in cen 
tral London. U has funded 
3.200 permanent places. 950 
temporary hostel places (most 
of which have now disap- 
peared) and winter shelters. 
Numbers out on the streets 
have dropped from more than 
1,000 to an estimated 270, a 
handful aged under 18. 

A further £33 million is 
spent on grants to voluntary 
organisations righting home- 
lessness around the country. 

Ministers say it is no longer 
necessary to sleep rough in 
central London, and will not 
fund further building. 

Up to half those living out 
doors are heavy drinkers, 
about a third are mentally 111 
and nearly one in six are 
thought to be on illegal drugs. 

The Government and local 
authorities are experiment- 
ing with so-called “wet shel- 
ters” with special detoxifies 
tlon units, because many 
hostels will not allow alcohol 
on the premises or accept 
people with drink problems. 

The paper asks whether 
money should be found for 
other hostels to provide 
specialist on-slte mental 
health services and two or 
three “detox” spaces. It notes 
the Mental Health Founda- 
tion charity is considering 
whether police should further 
exploit licensing laws under 
which they can take people 
arrested for drunkenness to 
treatment centres. 


*We will not build 
the new 
Jerusalem on a 
mountain of 
debt. With a 
Labour 
government 
there will be no 
stop-go, no 
inflationary 
booms, no 
massaging the 
figures, no quick 
fixes, no blank 
cheques, no 
short cuts and no 
pay explosions’ 

Gordon Brown 


Mfchaal White 
Political Editor 


O LD and New Labour 
yesterday buried 
historic differences 
over economic pol- 
icy to unite behind a package 
designed to end low pay, take 
a million people off the dole — 
and even to cut £500 million of 
VAT from family fuel bills. 

On the first day of the 
Brighton conference the big 
unions and rank and file dele- 
gates halted their impas- 
sioned campaign to tie a Blair 
government to a minimum 
wage of £4.15 an hour and 
allowed the shadow chancel- 
lor, Gordon Brown, to preach 
a stern lesson against Infla- 
tion and “quick-fix'' eco- 
nomic panaceas. 

Although the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union 
led the retreat from confron- 
tation in the £4.15 row, Tony 
Blair did not get things all his 
way. The same union decided 
to back leftwinger Liz Davies 
when the ban on her candi- 
dacy in Leeds NE is debated 
this morning. 

As expected, the Blairite 


shadow home secretary. Jack 
Straw, lost his seat in the 
National Executive Commit- 
tee elections. He also had his 
hotel room invaded by home- 
less critics of his “squeegee” 
policies. He was replaced by 
Mo Mowlam, another modern- 
iser, but the new one member- 
/one vote system found the 
heart to re-elect the Old Left 
hero, Dennis Skinner. 

And on the conference 
fringe last night Roy Hatters- 
ley. the ex-deputy leader 
turned dissident, issued a 
challenge to the leadership to 
toughen its stance on grant- 
maintained schools, after 
warning at a Guardian-spon- 
sored debate that Labour can- 
not duck the fact that taxpay- 
ers will have to “pay a price to 
put vision into action''. 

Yesterday the shadow chan- 
cellor insisted he would not 
make “promises I cannot 
keep or plans I cannot pay 
for”. “We will not build the 
New Jerusalem on a moun- 
tain of debt.” said Mr Brown 
whose reputation for caution 
has attracted criticism from 
the left and big unions. 

But there was little criti- 
cism yesterday as he commit- 


ted Labour to a £75-a-week in- - 
eentive to employers to take 
oh the long-term jobless and 
to use his proposed £3 billion 
windfall tax on utility profits 
to give job opportunities to 
more than 600.000 young 
people — a move in the direc- 
tion of critics who have de- 
manded employment targets. 

Calling them “this betrayed 
generation, the generation of 
Thatcher’s -children, now Ma- 
jor's young forgotten unem- 
ployed”. Mr Brown declared: 
“I say no young person 
should spend years without a 
Job — and under Labour no 
young person will.” 

Mr Brown also took the tax 
war into the Tory camp, up- 
braiding the “greed, waste 
and blind short-termism” of 
the .Government. He an- 
nounced that, if the Chancel- 
lor. Kenneth Clarke, declined 
to cut the 8 per cent VAT on 
domestic fuel in his Budget 
then Chancellor Brown will 
make it a priority to cut it to 
-the minimum 5 per cent 
allowed under European law. 

It would save the average 
family £32 a year — and help 
the poorest most The head- 
line-grabbing VAT challenge. 


the first precise detail of fis- 
cal plans Labour will an- 
nounce before the election, 
was meant to signal the Blair 
team's commitment to lower 
and middle income families. 

It overshadowed endorse- 
ment of an economic package 
which might have been booed 
by the conference a few years 
ago, including a tripartite 
Low Pay Commission to set 
up a minimum wage, public- 


Isles check Norse chessmen’s move 


Alex Bellos 


S cottish councillors 
will today make an at- 
tacking move in the 
battle to keep the Lewis 
Chessmen, the world’s most 
expensive chess set. 

The 840-year-old Norse 
pieces, hand-carved from 
Walrus tusk and unearthed 
by a cow on the island in 
1831, are at the centre of a 
tug-of-war between the 
Western Isles council and 
the British Museum. 

The 67 pieces, estimated 
to be worth more than £l 
million each, are co ming to 
the end of a three-month 
loan to the Western Isles 
Museum in Stornaway, but 
a cross-party alliance of 
councillors is refusing to 
hand them back. 

A British Museum spokes- 
man refused yesterday to 


Part of the 840-year-old chess set caught in a tug-of-war 


speculate before today’s 
arts and leisure committee 
meeting, at which a motion 
asks for the chessmen to be 
given “permanent resi- 
dence” In Lewis. The 
spokesman said museum 
trustees would discuss the 


row next month, but the 
pieces are needed fbr an ex- 
hibition this month at the 
National Museum of Scot- 
land in Edinburgh. 

Independent councillor 
Alasdair Nicholson said: 
“There Is no reason why 


this cultural colonialism 
should continue, with the 
pieces, locked away In the 
back vaults of the museum 
In London. People should be 
able to see them against the 
geographical and cultural 
backdrop of the community 
In which they were found. 

The exhibition of the 
chessmen has attracted re- 
cord numbers of visitors — 
15,000 on an island with a 
population of 30,000 — and 
lured top chess players to 
the island in July. 

The chess set, unearthed 
on a beach at Uig. may have 
belonged to a Norse mer- 
chant who hid them at a 
time of danger. 

The 67 pieces were sold 
by a local man to a dealer, 
and then to the British Mu- 
seum, although some ac- 
companying pieces were 
passed to the National Mu- 
seum of Scotland. 


/private investment partner- 
ships. “monetary and fiscal 
discipline," and fairness in 
competition. Backstairs deals 
appear to have guaranteed 
the T&G two places on the 
new commission. 
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Sketch 


Dreamtime for 
Beamer drivers 



Simon Hoggart 

H eavens, how the 
Labour Party has 
changed. (The moment 
I wrote that, the actual mo- 
ment. and 1 am not Inventing 
this, a man from the Country 
Landowners’ Association 
dropped by as part of his lob- - 
hying operation here. Who 
next? The Confederation of 
Beer-Waterers in Silk Hats? 
Cedric Brown?) 

Gordon Brown left his pre- 
pared speech towards Us end 
and said mistily; 4 1 want a 
Britain awash with opportu- 
nity. alive with compassion, a 
Britain in which people can 
dream, dreams that can be 
fulfilled" 

It sounded like the end of a 
Hollywood movie. Grizzled yet 
lovable old guy on his death- 
bed. tums to young hero, and 
as his eyes close, murmurs: 

“ Just one thing , Billy. Don't 
forget to dream . . Cue vio- 
lins. tears, stampede for bar. 

It’s not what we usually as- 
sociate with Gordon Brown, in 
the way we don't expect tap 
dancing from Norman Tebbit 
But this is New Labour, a 
world in which dreams come 
true and the magic never - 
ends. 

For example, the Guardian 
fringe meeting included a 
lengthy analysis of the pivotal 
role of the BMW owner in New 
Labour politics. Judith 
Church MP had been canvass- 
ing recently and had meant to 
skip a house which boasted a 
huge new Beamer in the front 
drive. But she was glad she 
hadn’t because the owner 
turned out to be an enthusias- 
tic Labour convert 
"Who are these people who 
haven't voted Labour, who 
have never voted Labour?" 
she demanded. 

“Tories!” shouted some 
unreconstructed dinosaur , 
from the back. < • 

Then Ms Church began \ 
heavy-duty dreaming on be*- 
half of every BMW owner, a 
maligned and misunderstood ' 
group. “The BMW owner 


doesn't think he’s rich. Be 
doesn't feel he is going to he 
able to hold on to his house 
much longer, or to his job. He 
has suffered more under the 
Tories than he has under us.” 

. Just as we expected stew- 
ards with collecting tins (“For 
the cost of little more than a 
few artesian wells in Africa, 
you could provide a BMW 
owner with leopardskin seat 
covers . . .“}, Roy Hattersley 
cut in and paid that he hoped it 
would be possible to improve 
pensions, chCd benefit and 
employment without any pen- 
alty falling on BMW owners. 
“But 1 have my doubts. If help- 
ing the poor means hurting 
BMW owners, are we pre- 
pared to do it?" 

"Yes!" shouted the audi- 
ence, dinosaurs every one. No 
wonder Mr Blair despairs of 
getting his message across, i 
and why it is the duty of every ; 
Guardian, writer to help him. - 

Earlier, Chris Smith made a 
speech about the Internet, and 
the need for the whole country 
to go on-line. BgftaH a visual 
aid: film of computer screens 
| accompanied by the Beach 
Boys' Surfin' Safari, a record 
so an dent that Sir Alec Doug- 
las Home was prime minister 
when it was first a hit. 

Why does the Information 
super-highway drive other- 
wise rational people bonkers? 
At atime when most of ns are 
beginning to realise that the 
net allows you to communi- 
cate with people who, if they 
got into your railway carriage, 
you would leap off the train to 
avoid, the enthusiasts have 
developed a demented evan- 
gelical fervour. 

"We need a programme to 
Link up the whole nation!” 
raved Mr Smith. Everyone 
who could afford it must be on- 
line! If not, they would be able 
to go to the public library and 
“report a pot-hole! Or call up a 
page from Hansard!’’ 

At least the old m$n in our 
public library are doing some- 
thing usrihl with their time, 
like keeping w arm . Net-surf- 
era are coming to resemble 
fundamentalist preachers. 

You can only be saved by 
being on-line. Those who are 
not suffer the torments of 
damnation, while the blessed 
experience the transcenden- 
tal Joys of swapping recipes, 
reading Hansard and raport- 
lngpbt-holes. 

Oh well, don’t for^t to 
dream, Chris. New Labour, 
new fantasies. 


Review 


Pulp - better in 
fact than fiction 


Pat Kane 


Pulp 

Banrowiands, Glasgow 


L ISTEN carefully, and 
you can hear the distant 
rumble of the impending 
Brit-Pop backlash: Blur a 
bore. Oasis LP a let-down, the 
rest of them sounding tinny 
and derivative after six 
months’ Intense adoration . . . 
But before we all stampede 
into new pastures, let us mark 
some clear standards of excel- 
lence. On this showing. Pulp 
are the finest moment of the 
movement so far. 

And. of course, U shouldn't 
work. How did these ram- 
shackle alternative darlings 
— who*ve been rattling their 
biscuit-tin drums and scratch- 
ing their art- violin on John 
Peel sessions for about a de- 
cade now — get to this pop 
plateau? Even those who have 
their doubts about the classic 
indie music-mix could exult 
when Pulp's Common People 
kept Michael Jackson's corpo- 
rate comeback single from 
numbdr one. Bat other than 
from patriotism, how do we 
defend this oh-so-familiar 
scrunch of wordy suburban 
tides and lo-tech guitar kitsch 
against the pop future? 

It's easy: by watching Jarvis 
Cocker. Pulp’s frontman, for 
only five minutes on any 
stage. “So happy to be here, 

after all our summer festi- 
vals," he drawls. In a Sheffield 
baritone made for a Marmlte 
voiceover. "At least this has a 
roof” Cocker's wit acts as a 
balm for their opening num- 
ber and new a ingle. Mis- 
shapes — a storm of garage 
Motown and wimp's revenge. | 


Jarvis, to evsry inch of his 
bone- thin, six-foot plus frame, 
is the ziber-wimp — mill tan tly 
floppy, thrustingly saddo. He 
does fluttering. New Roman- 
tic hand-dances which would 
make you palpate with embar- 
rassment if they weren’t so 
confidently executed. He 
sings in a paper-thin English 
whine, punctuated with 
hammy sex-whispers, that 
should irritate you after one 
minute: the effect is to draw 
you into Cocker's world of 
Northern lust and loneliness. 

And Cocker by n ame, 
cocker by nature too. Part of 
the extreme Am of Pulp is wit- 
nessing this elongatedhistory 
teacher spill out his sexual 
world-view — where spirit is 
expended In a waste of shame 
in "acrylic afternoons*. 

When Jarvis stands on his 
monitors and hisses *T spy a 
boy, a girl ... 1 spy the worst 
thing in the world”, splaying 
his banana-bunch hand 
across his crotch and jerking 
wildly . he looks as weird and 
wonderful as anything In 
recent British pop. But when 
his next comment is a request 
to the audience to send him 
right-sized trousers (“29 inch 
waist, 33 inch inside leg .. . 
not an easy measure"), you 
realise why Palp represents 
the most judicious confection. 
More truly camp than Blur's 
Damon, yet more warm and 
prole-centric than the Oasis 
brothers. If s no wonder that 
Cocker is fighting off an alter- 
native career as TV host 

The bubble may well be 

about to burst for Brit-Pop. 

But Pulp in Glasgow reminds 

us why It was worth inflating 
in the first place. 
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Water works . . . An impression of how Portsmouth harbour could look. at night after completion of the Improvement project 


Bottomley turns on lottery ‘killjoys’ 

A "WORKSHOP fin: the [ wanting big changes to the I lias six years to nm, has to i stage has opened over two for- [ fng jobs and 800 longer-term j out to sea, water ji 
environmental revo- way the lottery is run. date handed over about £1.2 mer deep mine collieries at jobs. It hopes to attract more lighting, a. thre 

hrtlon” in the dere- Tony Blair said yesterday billion, 28 per cent cf the tak- Conisbrough, near Doncaster, than 2.5 million visitors in bourside walk i 
lict coalfields of the Labour party wanted a i mgs. for good causes such as is said to be fee biggest public the year 2000- weapons museum 


m "WORKSHOP for the 
IB environmental revo- 
^E^khxtion” in the dere- 
coalfields of 
South Yorkshire was the £50 
TYiiniwn beneficiary of fee lat- 
est National Lottery handouts 
yesterday, as political div- 
isions widened over the ad- 
ministration of the game. 
There was also £40 wi fTiinn to 
help turn Portsmouth har- 
bour into a rival for die 
waterfronts of Sydney or San 
Francisco. 

Virginia Bottomley, Heri- 
tage Secretary and chairman 
of Mfflennimn Commis- 
sion, awarding fee grants, 
poured scorn on Labour and 
the ^Liberal' Democrats as 
“whmgera and killjdys” for 


wanting big changes to the 
way tire lottery is run. 

Tony Blair said yesterday 
the Labour party wanted a 
review of the Lottery, whose 
organisers Camelot keep G per 

rant of taking s _. although . 

tome of that covers operating 
costs. 

"Most people would regard 
Camdotis profits as exoes- , 
Btve,” he said. “I am not 
happy with the way the lot- 
trey is working ... I have al- 
ways wanted as much money 
as possible to go to good 
causes . Every man, woman 
and chil d should benefit.” 

Liberal Democrats want to 
cap .jackpots-, jn the weekly 
game and ban scratchcards. 

Camelot, whose contract 


has six years to run, has to 
date handed over about £1.2 
billion, 28 per cent of the tak- 
ings, for good causes such as 
sport, the arts, charities, heri- 
tage and the millennium 
birthday party. Half the tak- 
ings go in prizes, 12 per cent 
in tax aid 5 per cent to 
retailers. 

Mis Bottomley said the lot- 
- trey was the most successful 
and rifudent in fee world. 
“Killjoys who fail to recog- 
nise the tremendous opportu- 
nities the Lottery has opened 
up are missing the mark. It is 
new Labour showing old 
Labour’s true colours. They 

^Soufe Yorkshire's Earth 
Centro, whose first modest 


stage has opened over two for- 
mer deep mine collieries at 
Conisbrough, near Doncaster, 
is said to be the biggest public 
education complex planned 
since the great Victorian mu- 
seums in Kensington. 
London. 

The money given to the 
Earth Centre represents the 
second biggest Lottery grant 
after the £58 -minimi contro- 
versially awarded to the 
Royal Opera House in Lon- 
don. 

The centre, seeking a far- 
ther £75 million from other 
t public and- private sources, 
aims to be a world-class edu- 
. rational, research and. busi- 
ness centre. , 

It should create 500 build- 


ing jobs ny| d goo longer-term 
jobs. It hopes to attract more 
than 2.5 million visitors in 
the year 2000. 

The grant for Portsmouth 
Harbour falls £10 million 
short of what fee local au- 
thorities and oilier backers 
had hoped for as the Millen- 
nium Commission's contribu- 
tion to a £118 million revamp. 
But they have been encour- 
aged to seek a grant from the 
Heritage ' Lottery Fund for a 
new building for the Tudor 
warship Mary Rose and im- 
provements to the Royal 
Navy museum. 

The money announced yes- 
terday will fund, among other 
things, a. 525-feet high har- 
bour tower visible from miles 


Vines already sprout from the 
slagheaps at South Yorkshire’s 
environmental research centre. 
A £50m grant assures its future 


i S K JI Y i* 015 ® 8 been 

l\/l going all morn- 

I V I tag with people 
saying ‘Vicar, they've got 
the money*!" said the Rev 
Reg Davies, exulting over 
the first bit of Really Good 
News for South Yorkshire 
since the crippling of the 
coalfields four years ago. 
“I’ve even had the under- 
taker on, celebrating. That’s 
what happens when some- 
one gives you £50 million." 

A slip fay Virginia Bot- 
tomley then almost sent 
yesterday’s celebrations at 
Conisbrough. near Doncas- 
ter, Into the stratosphere, 
when she announced that 
"The Earth Centre In South 
Yorkshire will receive £60 
million” — topping the Mil- 
lennium Fund’s mn'rtwrmTH 
grant by a fifth. 

**£50 million Is quite 
enough for us,” said Jona- 
than Smales, chief execu- 
tive and inspirer of the cen- 
tre, a 142 hectare (350 acre) 

I shrine to sustainable devel- 
opment that lias been called 
the greatest public educa- 


tion complex since the I 
building of South Kensing- 
ton’s great museums. Addi- 
tional finance through i 
bank loans, European found- i 
log and commercial part- ' 
nerships guarantees com- 
pletion Of the iwilllnn 
research, education and 
tourism project by 2000. 

“This is a truly millen- 
nial idea which will stand 
comparison with the great 
monuments of the past,” 
said Sir Crispin TlckeH, the 
centre’s president, who 
heads the Government’s ad- 
visory panel on sustain- 
able development. "At the 
Earth Summit in Bio, we 
committed ourselves to 
*vast campaigns of educa- 
tion, debate and public par- 
ticipation', but the thing we 
have lacked since then is a 
practical demonstration on 
fee ground to show what 
sustainable development is. 
This will be ft” 

Cradled in the landscaped 
spoilheaps of two former 
collieries, the Earth Centre 
will range from micro- 
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The Earth Centre, Conisbrough, a Shrine to strata i nable development photograph: oon mcphs= 


breweries, fish-farms and 
while-knuckle rides in a 
whale, through rainforest 
to "eco-lodges” for tourists 
and a vineyard rooted in 
colliery slag from which 
the first batch of Chateau 
Ivanhoe has already been 
produced. The surrounding 
Don valley, dominated by 
the limestone keep of I van- 
hoe’s Conisbrough castle, 
win be restored to Sir Wal- 
ter Scott's description of it 


I as “one of the most beauti- 
ful and striking scenes in 
England”. i 

"We are not talking sim~ j 
ply about being green or j 
recycling, though,” said Mr 
S males, a former Green- 
peace executive, "but about 
the new industrial revolu- 
tion, based an environmen- 
tal technology. The centre 
has already encouraged the 
return of industry to thi* 
area, but not dirty industry 


and not just any old indus- 
try." The project is 
expected to bring 500 jobs 
to the area in the next four 
years. 

Six universities have also 
started research and devel- 
opment projects on site, 
and the proposed Univer- 
sity of South Yorkshire in 
nearby Wath upon Dearoe 
may also win acceptance in 
the train of the centre's 
development. 


out to sea, water jets and laser 
li ghting , a. three-mile bar- 
bourside walk and a new 
weapons museum. Up to 8,500 
jobs could be created if the 
other Lottery money becomes 
available 

Mrs Bottomley has met 
leading members of ethnic 
co mmunit ies in an attempt to 
stimulate more funding appli- 
cations, although she insisted 
many would benefit from 
regeneration projects ap- 
proved already. 

More millennium bids are 
being sought from Northern 
Ireland and fee south-west of 
England.' Most applications 
from the north-east have so 
far been deemed 
“inappropriate" . 


Winners 


□ The Earth Centre Millen- 
nium Partnership, Conisbor- 
ough. South Yorkshire — £50 
million. 

□ The renaissance of Ports- 
mouth harbour, Portsmouth 
and South East Hampshire 
Partnership — £40 million. 

□ 45 woodland improvement 
schemes lumped under the 
Millennium Forest for Scot- 
land — £5.75 million. 

□ Trans-Pennine Trail for 
walkers, cyclists and horse- 
riders linking Merseyside and 
Humberside — £5.33 million. 

□ Ffestiniog Railway Com- 
pany, extending the exis ti n g 
railway to start link between 
Porthmadog and Caernarfon 
— £4-3 milli on 

□ London Zoo, new conserva- 
tion centre — £22 million. 

□ The Courtyard. & commu- 
nity project in Goole, Hum- 
berside — £462,000. 

□ Urdd Gobaith Cymru, lead- 
ing Welsh youth charity, to 
restore and extend centre on 
Lake Bala — £390,282. 

□ Mean wood Environment 
Centre, Leeds — £175,000. 

□ Lawrenny village hall and 
youth hostel, Dyfed — £131,170. 

□ Larne council, Northern 
Ireland, to help fond feasibil- 
ity study for the Gobbins cliff 
path — £90.000. 


Los Angeles police on riot alert as jury in OJ Simpson case considers its verdict 


Christopher Rood 
In Los Ang eles 

■WHE O. J. Simpson murder 
B jury formally began Its de- 
liberations yesterday while a 
volatile city awaited fee out- 
come of a trial feat once again 
revolved around white police 
treatment of a black citizen. 

The jurors, who have spent 
nine months under strict 
watch and a gag on discussing 
the case, now have the power 
to decide the fate of the for- 
mer football star, actor and 
admired celebrity. Shortly be- 


fore 9am they were taken by 1 
bus from their Los Angeles 
hotel to the courthouse, 
where on fee ninth floor they 
will deliberate around a cir- 
cular table from 9 to 5 from 
Monday to Saturday until 
they roach a verdict car are 
hopelessly deadlocked. 

Mr Simpson must wait in 
the prison cell he has occu- 
pied since June 17 last year, 
five days after fee bodies of 
his ex-wife Nicole, aged 35, 
and her friend Ronald Gold- 
man. a waiter aged 25. were 
found in pools of blood oat- 
side her LA townhouse. 


LA’s police chief, Willie 
Will ia m s, has acknowledged 
feat his force will be cm the 
alert for the verdict, wring ex- 
perience gained from the 
riots of 1992, after the acquit- 
tal of four white policemen 
videotaped beatmg a black 
man. Rodney King. 

Mr Williams insists there 
are no immediate signs of a 
riot but he -blamed Mr Simp- 
son’s defence team for fee 
“months of bile spewed out” 
against his police force. At 
the end of last week fee lead 
defence counsel, Johnnie 
Cochran, declared feat fee 


trial was an historic chance 
to prevent continued police 
violenoe against Munlra fay ac- 
quitting Mr Simpson. . 

The Jury, 10 women, of 
whom eight are black, one 
black man, a male Hispanic 
and two white women, must 
weigh fee emotions produced 
by fee unmasking of a white 
former det e ct i ve in the case, 
Mark Fuhrman, as a racist. 
He is a key witness, having 
found a bloody murder glove. 
The defence argues that Mr 
Fuhrman planted the. glove 
because fee Simpsons were 
an toterracial'couple. 


- The -panel has a combina- 
tion of options-. They can con- 
vict Mr Simpson on first 
degree murder of both vic- 
tims. This means they believe 
Mr Simpson premeditated the 
kill i n gs. But as Mr Goldman 
was there by chance, they 
could go to the second option. 

This is second degree mur- 
der. Implying that the 
accused had “malice afore- 
thought” bat not premedita- 
tion. This means that he de- 
cided to kill, but had made no 
preparations. 

First degree murder in this 
trial means life imprison- ; 


ment, and second degree 
brings a minimum of 15 
years, but wife a chance of 
parole. 

Finally,' the jury could 
deadlock, not Just on guilt or 
innocence, but on the degrees 
of murder. 

If Mr Simpson is found 
guilty his lawyers will mount 
■a battery of appeals. If he is 
acquitted he is free, for fee 
prosecution cannot appeal If 
there is a mistrial; the district 
attorney has declared he will 
hold another trial 

Law report, 02 page 7 
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Escaped convict 
seen on TV 
hurling a pole 
through a police 
car window fled 
abroad, Old 
Bailey hears 


A picture issed by Scotland Yard to try to track down rioter Nicholas Jeffries 



One of the television shots that led to the identification of escaped convict Jeffries 


Poll tax rioter jailed after 5 years on run 


Lawrenca Donegan 


A N- ESCAPED con- 
vict who had been 
on the run for 5'A 
Fears after playing 
a leading role in 
poll tax riots In London was 
jailed for 34 months yesterday 
for his part in the distur- 
bances. 

Nicholas Jeffries, aged 33, 
admitted charges of violent 
conduct and assault, when he 
appeared at the Old Bailey. 

He was on the ran from 
prison at the time of the 
riots, in March 1990, which 
woe described by police offi- 
cers as the “most violent 
scenes of disorder this cen- 
tury”. But he was seen on 
television hurling a pole 
through the window of a 
police car in Trafalgar 
Square, the court was told. 

Jonathan Laidlaw, prose- 
cuting, said that at times, 
“police officers believed, 
rightly or wrongly, that mem- 
bers of the crowd were intent 
on causing them grievous 
bodily harm and there were 
occasions when they actually 
feared for their lives'". 

Jeffries had taken part in 
five attacks on police vehi- 
cles. He had been identified 
from film and photographs of 
the scene by a warder at 
Shepton Mallett prison, 
where he was on the run from 
a 15-month sentence. But by 
the time he had been identi- 
fied he had fled abroad, firstly 
to Sweden and then to the 
Netherlands, where 
settled 

He was arrested by 
Dutch police m January for 
not paying a tram fare and, 
after an extradition request, 
agreed to return to Britain. 

Mr Laidlaw said Jeffries, of 
Clew don. Avon, had played a 
leading role in the 1990 distur- 
bances. which began when 
the marchers reached Trafal- 
gar Square and attacked 
police with wood, crash barri- 
ers and lumps of concrete 
tom from the pavement. 
Although most protesters 


ho 


the 


Taxing problems 


□ Defaulters still owe an 
estimated £1.5 billion in 
unpaid poll tax — the big- 
gest single debt problem tor 
local authorities. Councils 
expect to recover £420 
million. 


□ The inner London 
borough of Lambeth has 
the highest level of unpaid 
tax, with total arrears of 
£84 million last year. 


□ The number of people 
jailed for non-payment of 
poll tax has risen from 169 
in 1992 to 1,202 last year. 


□ The cost of pursuing poll 
tax debts is an estimated 
25p for every £1 collected. 


□ Four hundred and six 
people were charged after 
1990 poll tax riot on a range 
of offences including 
threatening behaviour, ar- 
son, criminal damage and 
theft. 


were peaceful, a “hard core” 
were bent on using the dem- 
onstration as an excuse to 
attack police and property. 
The riot caused an estimated 
£6 million damage and left 
more than 500 people injured, 
the court heard. Video foot- 
age and photographs showed 
the accused carrying a dust- 
bin lid like a “gladiator’s 
shield” in one hand and at- 
tacking a succession of police 
vehicles with a post held in 
the other hand. 

In the first incident, he was 
identified attacking the win- 
dow of a police personnel ear- 
ner with a piece of wood out- 
side Charing Cross station. 
Before the vehicle reversed 
and drove away, he was 
joined by a masked man in 
the attack. 

Soon afterwards, he was 
again caught on film attack- 
ing a second police carrier. 
The officers inside heard the 
crowd shouting “kill them" 



Police battling poll tax rioters in London in march 1990. The riots were described by police as the ‘most violent scenes of disorder this century* 
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as a scaffolding pole came 
through the roof 

In the "most serious" inci- 
dent of the whole riot, Jeffries 
threw a post through the win- 
dow of a police car. showering 
PC Robert Huntley with glass, 
the court heard. 

PC Huntley told the court 
he was going to help another 


officer when the incident hap- 
pened. It was only later when 
he saw a video of the incident 
that he realised how frighten- 
ing it was. 

Jeffries, who has cropped 
his hair and grown a bushy 
beard since 1990, denied more 
serious charges of riot and at- 
tempting to cause grievous 


bodily harm to a police 
officer. 

The Crown accepted 
reduced charges after PC 
Huntley said he could not 
confirm claims that the 
accused had thrown a scaf- 
folding pole through his 
window. 

Dexter Dyas, counsel for 


the defence, said his client 
had thrown a wooden banner 
post through the window. 

Jeffries had attended the 
demonstration with his preg- 
nant girlfriend and was not 
intent on causing trouble. He 
had turned violent when he 
saw a police vehicle drive 
into the crowd and injure by- 


standers. He had tried to stop 
other vehicles coming into 
Trafalgar Square by banging 
on their sides and telling the 
drivers to get out, Mr Dyas 
said. 

Passing sentence, Mr Jus- 
tice Hooper said Jeffries may 
have been angered by the in- 
cident but his behaviour was 


“totally and utterly unjusti- 
fied". He reduced the sen- 
tence from the 3 vi years he 
would have passed to take 
into account the tune the 
accused had spent in custody 
in the Netherlands. 

Mr Jeffries left the dock 
muttering: “It's a great day 
for caged animals." 


Anger at British silence 
over new French N-test 


Ian Black in London, 
Andrew Mgffins in Papeete 
and John Palmar 
in Luxembourg 


F RANCE'S latest and 
largest nuclear test trig- 
gered international fury 
yesterday with Britain under 
fire from Commonwealth 
countries in the region and al- 
most alone in Europe in refus- 
ing to condemn the blast. 

In Paris a defiant prime 
minister. Alain Juppt, said 
that the tests — up to six 
more are expected at the test 
site in French Polynesia — 
would continue. The blast, 
the second of the series, was 
carried out in the early hours 
of yesterday. 

New Zealand's prime minis- 
ter. Jim Bolger. said: “New 
Zealanders an? outraged that 
once again France is thumb- 
ing its nose at world opinion." 

Challenging London to 
break Its silence, Mr Bolger 
said: ”1 have no doubt that the 
Commonwealth will want to 
express strong condemnation 
of the tests by both France 
and China ... 1 would hope 
that the British government 
... will join the Common- 
wealth heads in that resolu- 
tion in condemning nuclear 
testing wherever It happens." 

Australia said it was “dis- 
appointed" with Britain's 


stance. 

Britain is trying hard to de- 
fuse the issue before next 
month's Commonwealth sum- 
mit in the New Zealand capi- 
tal. Auckland. 

Faced with this rising 
chorus of anger. Malcolm 
Rifkind. the Foreign Secre- 
tary. conceded that the pro- 
tests were at least 
comprehensible. 

“Clearly it is a very impor- 
tant issue, it is a sensitive 
issue and we respect the fact 
that people feel strongly 
about it." he said at a meeting 
of European Union foreign 
ministers in Luxembourg. 

“It is for the French to jus- 
tify these nuclear tests, but 
what we must do is keep our 
eye on the main strategic ob- 
jective which is the compre- 
hensive test ban treaty which 
will permanently bon all nu- 
clear tests." 

A succinct defence of the 
British position was given by 
Mr Rlficind's predecessor. 
Douglas Hurd, in response to 
a constituent who wrote to 
him last month: “The reason 
why the British government 
is not protesting against the 
French test is that it would be 
hypocritical to do so." Mr 
Hum wrote to John Widdi- 
combe of Witney, Oxford- 
shire. 

"Like France we are a nu- 
clear power mid believe that 


our security is strengthened 
by remaining one." 

At the EU meeting, nine for- 
eign ministers spoke out 
against the tests. The Swed- 
ish foreign minister, Lena 
Hjelm Wallen, said, “It is a 
matter for regret that France 
has not listened to the appeals 
of its partners." 

Britain was forced to stop 
nuclear testing in 1992 be- 
cause a US moratorium pre- 
vented farther use of the Ne- 
vada testing range. It has 
since decided that computer 
simulation is enough. 

In the Pacific the only 
power yesterday sharing Brit- 
ain's reluctance to condemn 
France was China, which has 
tested two nuclear bombs this 
year. It said nothing. 

Heavily reinforced security 
forces in Papeete, the Tahi- 
tian capital prevented rioting 
but opposition and church 
leaders combined calls feu: 
calm with bitter attacks on 
France. 

Japan's prime minister. Ta- 
miichi Murayama, called the 
test “extremely regrettable'* 
while his foreign minister 
summoned the French ambas- 
sador to tell him he "strongly 
regretted that you do sot 
understand Japan’s consis- 
tent position on this matter". 

Australian unions said they 
would refuse to refuel Air 
France planes. 


US industrialist 
donates record 
£63m to cancer 
research 


Kimberley Murphy 
In Salt Lake City, Utah 


A N INDUSTRIALIST who 
has been battling can- 
cer announced yesterday 
that his family will donate 
a record S1O0 million 
(£63 million) to research 
the disease. 

The gift by Jon Hunts- 
man and his family is the 
largest financial contribu- 
tion ever to medical 
research. 

Pledges gathered by Mr 
Huntsman will add an addi- 
tional S51 million to the 
total including SIS million 
(£9.5 million) from the Brit- 
ish pharmaceutical giant 
Glaxo- Weil come. 

“We weren’t trying to 
break any records or estab- 
lish any goal. We were just 
trying to do our part,*’ said 
Mr Huntsman, head of a 
petrochemical conglomer- 
ate bearing bis name, based 
in Salt Lake City. 

Most of the money will go 
to researchers at the Uni- 
versity of Utah’s Huntsman 
Cancer Institute. 

Mr Huntsman, aged 58, 
has successfully fought 
prostate and mouth cancer. 
His mother died from 
breast cancer and his 
father from prostate can- 
cer. - AP. 


Harvard accused of lowering 
standards for black students 


Jonathan Freedland reports 
from Boston on a new attack on 
affirmative action in academia 


A MERICA'S most presti- 
gious seat of learning 
was shaken yesterday 
by allegations of anti-white 
discrimination, amid nlulms 
that it has lowered standards 
to bring in more ethnic mi- 
norities — perhaps illegally. 

Harvard University’s elite 
postgraduate school of gov- 
ernment assesses white and 
black applicants separately, 
with a lower standard for 
blacks, according to the 
Weekly Standard, a new con- 
servative magazine owned by 
Rupert Murdoch. 

Titled "Harvard's Sins of 
Admission", the Standard’s 
cover story claims that poten- 
tial students are judged in a 
"separate but unequal pro- 
cess" that could be at odds 
with recent Supreme Court 
rulings on affirmative action. 

The revelations represent 
only the latest attack on an 
American establishment in- 
stitution over its pursuit of 
“multicultural diversity”. 

Last month the New Repub- 
lic accused the Washington 
Post of employing substan- 
dard journalists from ethnic 
minorities and turning a 


blind eye to stories critical of 
Washington’s black 
leadership. 

The Weekly Standard 
claims that Harvard deploys a 
double standard financially 
as well as academically, 
awarding foil scholarships to 
“minority” students regard- 
less of need and only partial 
bursaries to most whites. 

“I don't think it's widely 
understood just how for affir- 
mative action goes at the uni- 
versity," said Harvey Mans- 
field, a tutor in Harvard’s 
government department and 
an outspoken critic of "diver- 
sity" policy. ‘It’s race-nonn- 
ing. Blacks are being com- 
pared with blacks and only 
blacks," be said. 

Professor Gary King, a for- 
mer chairman of the depart- 
ment’s admissions commit- 
tee, conceded yesterday that 
whites and blacks were as- 
sessed separately. But he In- 
sisted no qualified white ap- 
plicants were ever “bumped 
out" by less able black ones, 
because places for ethnic mi- 
norities are funded separately 
under their own financial aid 
scheme. 


According to an internal 
review of admissions proce- 
dure authored by Mr King, 
the first round of selection at 
the government school is 
"colour-blind" and usually 
produces only a handful of 
ethnic minority candidates, 
along with 30 to 40 whites and 
Asian-Americans. 

But Harvard then reconsid- 
ers all the ethnic applications 

— marked with a special 
green sticker — that did not 
make the final cut, using a 
dramatically weaker 
criterion. 

“We admit, in a separate af- 
firmative action category, 
any minority applicant who 
we believe would complete 
the programme if admitted," 
writes Mr King. 

Frequently these applicants 
have poorer exam results, Mr 
King conceded, but they per- 
form well in more “subjec- 
tive" tests. 

Competition for the top 
non-white graduates is so 
great among US universities 

— all of whom are keen to 
boast of diversity — ■ that the 
best minority applicants to 
the Harvard government de- 
partment are automatically 
offered free tuition and foil 
scholarships. White candi- 
dates get help based on need 
or exceptional merit only. 

Yesterday Mr King de- 
fended the practice. “We try 


to get a diverse group of stu- 
dents based on a variety of 
criteria." he told the Boston 
Globe. “It’s critical because 
students learn as much from 
each other as from the 
faculty." 

Harvard’s doctoral political 
science course is rated as the 
best in the country — and is 
highly competitive. 

But Harvard's affirmative 
action system could put it on 
a collision course with the 
law. Earlier this year the Su- 
preme Court ruled that every 
judgment based on race is un- 
constitutional, unless it is 
"narrowly tailored” to serve a 
“compelling interest". 

Other US universities are 
frantically scrambling to 
change their practices in line 
with the backlash In the 
courts and in Congress 
against affirmative action. 
This summer the University 
of California was ordered by 
the state's governor, Pete Wil- 
son, to repeal the bulk of its 
diversity programmes, and in 
1994 the US Appeals Court 
struck down a race-based 
scholarship scheme at the 
University of Maryland. 

Alarmingly for Harvard, in 
1992 a court told Texas Uni- 
versity it could not assess 
black and white students 
separately. 
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Left takes comfort from ballot as Straw 
falls victim to positive discrimination 



NEC poll 


Patrick Whitour, Chief 

Political Correspondent 


J ACK STRAW, the 
shadow home secre- 
tary. yesterday suffered 
at tiie hands of positive 
discrimination roles when he 
was voted off Labour’s 
national executive, replaced 
by Mo Mowlam, the shadow 
Northern Ireland secretary. 

Die NEC, for the first ti™ 
tills year, required three of its 
seven-strong constituency 
section to be reserved for 
women. Mr Straw's vote rose 
by 7,636 on last year to 58.486 


but he failed to leap over the 
leftwinger, Dennis Skinner, 
who polled 64,288, the lowest 
vote of the four men elected 
under the constituency 
section. 

Overall, last night’s results 
ensured the political balance 
of the NEC remained un- 
changed with the left in a tiny 
minority. However, the left 
asserted the results proved 
that the huge number of new 
recruits to Labour in the past 
year were not uniform Blair- 
ites, arguing that if they had 
been it would have been Mr 
STrinnar who would have been 
knocked off the NEC. 

Jeremy Corby n, a left- 
winger, said: “If this was just 
a New Labour party, Mr 
Straw's vote would have risen 


much more significantly.” 

The NEC constituency sec- 
tion is elected by a ane-mem- 
ber-ane-vate' postal ballot, the 
only amual barometer of con- 
stituency opinion. Yester- 
day’s figures suggest a turn- 
out of well below 40 per cent. 

Robin Cook, the shadow for- 
eign secretary, again topped 

the poll, taking 85,670 votes 
followed by shadow chancel- 
lor, Gordon Brown (79,871) 
and David Blunkett, the 
shadow education secretary 
(75,884). 

Mr Straw said: "Obviously X 
am disappointed ndt to be re- 
jected but I am delighted I 
am being replaced by my good 
friend. Mo Mowlam.” He de- 
nied that his controversial 
speech about the need to clear 


beggars off the streets had 

rlamng pd hi* bawling 

Miss Mowlam, who had 
been expected to be elected 
last year, increased her vote 
from 85,045 to 53,578. The 
other "victim” of the positive- 
discrimination rules yester- 
day was Ken Livingstone, 
who polled 53,423, an increase 
of 5,000 on last year, but again 
had to cede his seat to his fel- 
low leftwinger. Diane Abbott 

b the union section the 
joint general secretary of the 
Communication Workers’ 
•Union, Alan Johnson, was 
.elected, the first time for 
many years that a union gen- 
eral secretary has served on 
the NEC. Normally general 
secretaries serve on the TUC 
general council 


Full results 


□ Constituency parties — 
Robin Cook (85,670); Gordon 
Brown (79,371); David Blun- 
kett (75,984); Harriet Hanna n 
(69,092); Dennis Skinner 
(64J188): Marjorie Mowlam 
053,578); Diane Abbott (45,653). 

□ Women's section (per- 
centage of total cast by unions 
and CLP5) — Margaret Beck- 
ett (18.73); Joan Lestor (18.3); 
Diana Jeuda (17.9); Clare 
Short (17J); Brenda Etch ells 
(14.7). 

□ Union section — Dan 
Duffy. TGWU (3,700,000) ; Di- 
ana Holland, TGWU <3.685.000); 
Vernon Htoce, RMT (3,685^00); 
John Mitchell, GPMU 
(3^83,000): Mary Turner, GMB 


(3j659jOOOX Maggie Jones. Uni- 
son (3,639,000); Margaret Wall, ; 
MSF (3311,000); Alan Johnson. 
CWU (3,607,000); Bill Connor, 
Usdaw (3,594,000); Nigel Har- 
ris, ABEU (3^7L000); Richard 
Rosser, TSSA (2^000); Chris- 
tine Wilde, Unison (1,488,000). 

□ Socialist Societies — , 
John Evans (43,000). 

Last year's vote: Robin 
Cook, 83,923, Daoid Bhmkett, 
80,150. Gordon Brown, 76,753. 
Harriet Harman, 67,355 Den- 
nis Skinner, £9,267, Jack 
Straw, 50.850, Diane Abbott, 
36,539. Not elected: Ken Lioing- 
stone. 47,960, Dawn Primar- 
olo, 33.377, Peter Haiti, 29,573, 
Tam DalyeH, 28,433. 


Brown pledges to 
cut VAT on fuel 


Economy 


IHchMl White 
PoBtieal Editor 


G ORDON Brown yes- 
terday led a phalanx 
of shadow minis ters 
in a series of indus- 
trial policy pledges designed 
to replace what he called the 
“greed, waste and short-term- 
ism" of the Conservative 
years with a government 
committed to "economic res- 
ponsibility and more 
purpose”. 

But he also warned Labour 
activists: “We will not build 
the new Jerusalem on a 
mountain of debt So with a 
Labour government there will 
be no stop-go, no inflationary 
booms, no massag in g the fig- 
ures. no quick fixes, no blank 
cheques, no short cuts and no 
pay explosions — just as there 
will be no grotesque experi- 
ments like the poll ♦»*, no car 
boot sales of national- trea- 
sures, no billions poured 
down the black hole of unem- 
ployment and no shopping 
lists of irresponsible 
' commitments.'’ 

Instead the shadow chancel- 
lor promised:' "Careful long- 
term investment, a dedication 
to equality and social justice, 
the certainty of action against 
unemployment and an eco- 
nomic policy run in the inter- 
ests not of a privileged few 
but of the whole community.” 
While Chris Smith, the 
shadow heritage minister, 
used a video to show dele- 
gates the Information poten- 
tial of the Internet — whose 
30 million users have access 


to the conference — and the 
shadow trade minister, Jack 
Cunningham, stressed 
Labour's desire for “partner- 
ship with industry and com- 
merce". all three spokesmen 
attacked the fellings of the 
Thatcherite years. 

Mr Brown's commitments 
to a windfall tax on the excess 
profits of the utility compa- 
nies, which will help finance 
training and job creation for 
unemployed young people, 
was buttressed by a pledge to 
oppose higher rates of VAT 
and lower income tax in the 
Budget 

He said a priority would be 
to reduce the VAT rate on 
fuel from 8 per cent to 5 per 
cent — worth £82 a year to the 
average fondly. 

But be also addressed file 
wider audience, especially in 
the City, when he stressed the 
need for a stable scnfnmtiir. 


framework within which in- 
dustry and commerce could 
flourish. 

Mr Brown said: “We abhor 
inflation, not because the 
markets ask it of us or the 
City tells us. Inflation is bad 
because the people who look 
to ns — those on low incomes, 
those on fixed incomes, those 
on pensioner incomes - — suf- 
fer more from inflation than 
anyone else.” 

T hat maria the vrar against 
inflation “a Labour war and 
an essential part of our battle 
against Insecurity and 
unemployment”. 

Mr Brown’s speech, which 
opened a day of economic dis- 
cussion, was followed by con- 
tributions from trade union 
leaders like John Edmonds of 
the GMB and other delegates 
urging drastic action to curb 
what Mr Edmonds called “the 


waste and hopelessness of 
mage unemployment”. 

Mr Cunningham stressed 
the international acale of the 
to reskffl. Britain. 
“It must take place In an ever 
more competitive global econ- 
omy. Our fixture prosperity is 
tnertrlrahTy ltnkwH with de- 
velopments in Europe. To 
stand aside Is to damage our 

waHnmal iTifan Put-" 

Chris Smith harnessed con- 
cern about jobs to bis brief to 
advance Labour's informa- 
tion technology policies. He 
said proper access to the In- 
ternet was an essential 
atefiMnit of social justice and 
equality of opportunity for 
“all our children” — who 
should soon be able to walk 
into any school library and 
“tap Into the entire resources 
of the Science Museum". 

Mr Smith also promised to 
use lottery money on a digital 
millennium archive to put 
major art treasures onlirm for 
schools 

Some delegates warned Mr 
Brown that he would fees 
serious resistance to the 
windfall *«t_ East Midlands 
Electricity had told staff to 
quote a Financial. Times 
article rfatmtng — wrongly — i 
that. high profits were the 
result of efficiency, not mo- 
nopoly. said Gillian Herron. 
Labour’s candidate in 
Lincoln. 

Christine Shawcroft, a Co- 
op delegate from London, ar- 
gued that the uti l ities had 
been "stolen from us” and 
could be brought back Into 
the public sector “without 
taking a penny away from 
health or education” by the 
issue of bonds. 


Hugo Y< 


Persuaders help Blair 
avoid wage defeat 


Low pay 


Rebe cc a S mH twr i 
and Seumas Mine 


T ONY Blair, the Labour 
leader, was yesterday 
spared the humiliation 
of defeat over his refusal to 
set a figure For the national 
minimum wage this side of 
the general election, after the 
backer of a motion far a £4.15 
minimum agreed not to put it 
to the vote. 

That U-turn is considered a 
notable achievement for the 
party’s apparatus in the face 
of such strong support across 
the Labour movement for 
backing a £4-plus figure be- 
fore the election. 

Jane Saren, of Edinburgh 
Central, had earlier delivered 
a passionate speech saying 
that 17 local constituencies 
had united to draw up the mo- 
tion, which was a vital way of 
tackling the low pay of 
women, who make up more 
than 70 per cent of low-paid 
workers. 


Kumar Sandy, of Welwyn 
Hatfield, had supported her 
and was greeted with 
thunderous applause from the 
floor as he said Labour’s fail- 
ure to set a figure would 
mean that “a sure vote-win- 
ner would be turned into a 
vote-loser”. He said a speci- 
fied figure was “the most 
vital component in the battle 
against social ills: poverty, 
crime and low educational 
achievement”. 

Before the crucial vote late 
in the afternoon Miss Saren 
said that though “my constit- 
uency doesn't bow to pres- 
sure”. she had agreed to 
“remit” the motion. 

It emerged yesterday that 
the offer to the Transport and 
General Workers' Union of 
two seats on a fixture Low Pay 
Commission, the size of 
which is yet to be de termin ed, 
helped to encourage its deci- 
sion to oppose fixe £4.15 call if 
Edinburgh Central had not 
remitted. 

The assertions of party and 
union officials at the wee k en d 
that the Edinburgh Central 
composite had been misdraft- 
ed turned out yesterday to be 


a smokescreen as the key 
phrases were identical to a 
Unison resolution agreed at 
the TUC last year. 

The heavy lobbying of both 
unions ana constituencies 
proved unnecessary in the 
end. But fiie decision by Edin- 
burgh Central to remit its 
£4.15 call became more likely 
after the TGWU, one of the 
trades union movement's 
most vociferous champions of 
the £4-plUS wlnlnmm, had 
agreed to oppose. 

The shadow employment 
secretary. Harriet H a rm a n , 
said after the vote file party 
would now speed up the pre- 
paratory work on the details 
of the enforcement and moni- 
toring of a statutory mini- 
mum. During her speech ear- 
lier she had emphasised that 
consultation was necessary 
“but we cannot both have 
consultation and set 
the figure now”. 

In a rousing speech. Bill 
Morri s, ge neral secretary of 
the TGWU, said the minimu m 
wage was needed once and for 
all to “rid the term the work- 
ing poor from our 
vocabulary”. 



Hattersley says policies 
should hit ‘BMW voters’ 


TMkiardian 


Debate 


fluBtli ■! ^ rt m 

rOnuCit VW I fispoviCHnu 


ABO UR’S former deputy 
leader,. Roy Hattersley, 
■■yesterday insisted that 
the demands of the new breed 
of “BMW-ownlng Labour vot- 
ers” should take second place 
to the more fundamental 
needs such as Jobs, housing 
and pre-nursery education. 

Speaking at a Guardian 

inference debate on whether 
Labour is “fit to govern or fit 
to win”, Mr Hattersley said 
he believed most people 
wanted 'a "better form of soci- 
ety”, but warned the party 
not to pretend it could deliver 
its programmes without hit- 
ting file rich. 

He was picking up -the 
theme of the importance of a 
new breed of HMW-owning 
voters — some of them disaf- 
fected Tory supporters — 
raised by panellist Judith 


Church, Labour MP for Dag- 
enham. Mr Hattersley said: 
“The real question in govern- 
ment will be — if helping the 
poor penalises the BMW 
owners, are we prepared to do 
it? I'm prepared to do It By 
saying we are ... we won’t 
lose votes, we will win votes.” 
Speaking of the need for 
Labour to present voters with 
a vision of a better society, 
with practical improvements 
in areas like housing, he said: 
“We have to say to ourselves 



Roy Hattersley . - . ‘someone 
has to pay price to aid poor’ 


whether we’re prepared to 
pay the price for putting the 
vision into practice.” 

He said the party could not 
pretend “we can do these 
socially necessary things 
without somebody paying 
some price. We have to per- 
suade some of the people who 
will pay the price that it is a 
price worth paying”. 

Fellow panellist Alan Simp- 
son, Labour MP for Notting- 
ham South, said a more long- 
term strategy was needed to 
curb unemployment, rather 
than "a series of one-off dtps" 
into the windfall tax on utility 
companies' profits. 

Mr Hattersley also urged 
his party to stop squabbling 
about its internal politics and 
organisation, in response to 
Ms Hoey’s suggestion that file 
“farce” of MPs electing mem- 
bers of the shadow cabinet 
should be abandoned, allow- 
ing the Labour leader, Tony 
Blair, the freedom to choose 
them himself. She said: “Let’s 
get rid of the embarrassment 
of being talked to in the corri- 
dor by people wanting your 
vote who may not have 
spoken to you for a year.” 


Blair’s advisers press for the next great leap forward 


Brighton 


95 


J UST when Labour tradi- 
tionalists in Brighton 
hoped there might be a 
pause for breath in the Blair- 
ite revolution, some of the 
leader’s most enthusiastic ad- 
visers are pressing for an- 
other “quantum leap” in the 
modernisation process. 


The reason they give is the 
flakiness of the party’s pri- 
vate polling returns, which 
popularity to be a great deal 
softer than published polls 
might suggest. 

When voters are asked 
about their support for — or 
identification with — the 
party, rather than simply 
their voting Intentions, Mr 
Blair’s dramatic 25-point 
leads drop back to a more be- 
lievable 10 to 15 percent 
Far from trying to cover 
this up, the ultra-modernisers 
make a virtue of it 
“People need to understand 
our current opinion poll lead 
is not a real lead” a source 
close to the leader explained 
yesterday. “So we must main- 


tain vigilance over issues 
which undermine commit- 
ment to Labour — such as im- 
possible policies, spending 
sprees, the unions and file 
left”. 

P erhaps it was just as 
well for the co n ference 
organisers that Edin- 
burgh Central Labour Party 
agreed to kick one of the most 
celebrated “impossible poli- 
cies" — a minim um wage of 
£4.15 an hour — Into the long 
grass yesterday 
One of those the policy 
would have benefited ner- 
vously approached the Guard- 
ian yesterday. 

“We get £3 an hour and 
there's no chance of a union 


to represent you”, she com- 
plained. “If you have a health 
and hygiene certificate, 
you're paid £3.25. Tell Tony 
Blair to get us some more 
money”. 

Coincidentally, her em- 
ployer is a French firm called 
Ecovert South, which runs 
the Brighton conference cen- 
tre’s bers and cafeterias. 

GMB officials insisted yes- 
terday that fiie 23-an-hour 
rates are restricted to casuals 
and banqueting staff and that 
fiie union does have bargain- 
ing rights at the centre. The 
union's target this year is £4 
an hour for erayone. 

Whatever minimum rata is 
finally fixed, Gordon Brown 
will have the final say — for 


all Labour’s insistence about 
leaving it to a Low Pay 
Commission. 

Now emerging from a 
year's purdah with a distinct 
political approach from his 
leader, the nonnally-dour 
shadow chancellor Is in slut- 
tish mood. 

At the launch of his new 
collection of worthy Labour 
speeches — including some of 
Roy Hartersl e^s and Neil 
Kinnocks’s — ■ Brown an- 
nounced on Sunday night that 
the book would be “available 
at all good restaurants and 
Roy will be there personally 
to sign them”. 

There were further, more 
arcane, cracks at the expense 
of Labour’s newest opposi- 


tionist: Hattersley would be 
charging a “higher top rate” 
for the books, which would be 
“priced progressively”, while 
Brian Gould’s offering was 
"selling well on the domestic 
flights of Air New Zealand”. 

Meanwhile, following Tony 
Blair’s call for a US Republi- 
can-style “Contract with Brit- 
ain”, his speech writers were 
wracking their brains last 
night for a final flourish to 
round off today’s setpiece 
speech. 

How about "New Labour, 
New Britain, Newt Ging- 
rich’? one suggested. No one 
was quite sure if he was 
joking. 

Seumas Milne 


. Today’s', , .. .. . 

The natkjnst, 
tabarUzO&tesIrotn} 
cendtdete ki Laerftf North I 
thep mn ybtmpnJUr crnUd ... 

direction of the party leadership. At torn* m < 

r ml dWjftffB — Sl/flOIgtWIP ... 
conference botwemnOedoidbfBid&Miiaw ntint*- 
commuted, instead ItieNEGwmtodsarmakaaatMmaeatr 

Thefacrts 

• L e fi d s North East is htrid byaTofy, Timothy tGrthope, who had a 
majority of of 4.244 at the last election, ft Is the 57th most 
marginal seat in the country for Labour. 

■ • Liz Davies, a Labour Party member since 1979 and Islington 
councillor since 1990, was selected as parliamentary candidate . 
•- for Leeds North East on July 1, beating tour other women. 

• Of 1,000 party members in Leeds North East 496 were eligible 
■ to vote in the selection, of whom only 167 did. 

• The NEC last week voted 17-5 to bar Ms Davies’s candidacy. 

Those voting against the bar were: David Blunkett Joan Lestor, 
Vernon Hince. Dan Duffy. Dennis Skinner. 

• ft was the first time the NEC had refused In tills way to endorse 
a selected candidate for a general election since 1987. Then the 
NEC withdraw Its endorsement for Sharon AtWn, selected for 
Nottingham fast, after she called Neil Klnnock a racist 

Thearguments 

Fortier candidacy . 

Ate Davies ssaxpraperfy sefedsd axt ’• 
has never bidden tar lefluShg 'paaSs; 
tncbnfog ter coart penalty over note--- 
pE^meriof'p^ tax and a«l^r«ssto„ . 
vote against fad wh$i fin tetogtoo 
.cairtca. She denies ev^te^ involved 


would back the [ . 
StftrfsteSbhftefrrBcOiiLUtepar^s 
• Wetateds^wfWnftsrailcs.'' 


ftteDavttSfafledfoteopBfiahoatthB 
caart proceedings osrerter nofrtfv&K* 

' of me pbl ta, and has not been frank * 
MwuttefpoSfeaf®atibRsmpa6rfflw 
. ter connartBn rtthhardtoft Lafa»r 
. Briefing. She has tmx dsfied tire.lbboar, 
u^andisoalaTe^pfe^.TTpteS- 
. .'no (fort to drive tetatagtts ait of • ' ‘ 
parfement but tire leadership &motwdc 
caritfetate wtat tumuiatiwt tefiay tar iiadff 
agenda would make ter^pfaeS^e asapMP.'; 

Yesterday's decisions 



Newcastle soccer manager Kevin Keegan taking part in a heading duel with Tony Blair 
at a Brighton sports centre yesterday. Earlier Keegan, who appeared at a fringe meeting 
to urge more publicity for next year's European soccer championships, would not say 
which party he would support, but added that Mr Blair was ‘a breath of fresh air* 


• To approve Introduction of national minimum wage but 
not set a figure ahead of the election 

• Against ^nationalisation of the privatised utilities in the 
lifetime of the next Labour government but for tighter 
regulatory controls 

• To pump £1 billion into creating Jobs for young people, to be 
paid for by one-off windfall tax on privatised utilities 

• To recognise the goal of full employment" for next 

Labour government . . • . • ^ , 

• To cut VAT on fuel to 5 per cent 

Today's business 

Tony Blair addresses conference 

Labour Party finances 

Debates on Liz Davies, Clause 4, Europe, representation of women 

members and trade union links 


Davies ‘stood 
on Trotskyist 
slate in 80 s’ 


Patrick Wfertour 


T HE first substantive al- 
legation that Liz Davies 
has liad connections 
with far left groups emerged 
yesterday, on the eve of the 
conference vote on her dis- 
barment as Labour candidate 
for Leeds North East. 

A Labour Leeds city coun- 
cillor, John Erskhoe, claimed 
that Ms Davies, as a student, 
stood against, him and others 
in the 1960s “on a slate put 
forward by Socialist Action — 
formerly the International 
Marxist Group — and other 
avowedly Trotskyist factions. 

He said: “She continued 
this anti-Labour approach 
throughout her time as a stu- 
dent, before joining Labour 
Briefing. 

“Many of us do stupid 
things in their youth, but we 
should have the good grace to 
admit to them and to learn 
from the experience. It Is sad 
that Ms Davies seems to be 
doing neither, and is still pur- 
suing a far left agenda that 
has no place in a democratic 
socialist party.” 

Mr Erskine, a member of 
Pudsey constituency party, 
added: “Liz Davies’s d enial Of 
her record of opposltionalism 
in the Labour Party is sur- 
prising to anyone who has 
known her for any length of 
time.” He asserted she >»»d 
been active in the socialist 
students’ group SSIN. a fac- 
tion of members of two far left 
groups. Socialist Action and 
Socialist Organiser. 

Today's brief debate on the 
NEC decision to deny her en- 
dorsement is likely to be bit- 
ter. Clare Short, for the NEC, 
fa expected to risk the wrath 
of the constituency left by in- 
sfating there are limit* to 
Labour’s broad church. 

The disputes committee’s 
confi dential report on its in- 
vestigation Into Ms Davies 
sent to the NEC, states she 
had "always stressed she was 
cm the left, but specifically de- 
Hied she had ever been a 
member or associated with 
any Trotskyist or far left 
organisations.” 

Ms Davies, aged 31. has ad- 


mitted being a member of the 
editorial board of Labour 
Briefing magazine, but told 
the disputes committee the 
paper has “no line” and was 
not worth mentioning in bar 
CV for the Leeds North East 
nomination. 

She also pointed out, ao- 
cording to the report, that two 
members of the board were 
endorsed candidates in 1992. 

The miners’ leader, Arthur 
Scargfll, urged Ms Davies, a 
barrister and Islington coun- 
cillor. to take court action If 
the decision is not 
overturned. , 

He said if she "Is not quali- 
fied to stand as a parliamen- 
tary candidate, the question 
must be asked why is she a 
member of the parte? Why fa 
she a councillor? And if the 
answer to these two questions 
is that she qualifies, then it fa 
blatant political discrimina- 
tion that can only be de- 
scribed as McCarthyfam. 

“I think this party is be- 
coming so manipulative that 
its whole future is endan- 
gered. And thi« week may see 
the last vestiges of socialism 
wiped off the political agenda 

of fiie British Labour Party- 1 ' 

Ms Davies insisted yester- 
day that “contrary to Mr 
Blair's ebinwi fe the Guard, 
fan yesterday, my politics are 
the same as Dennis Skinner, 
Tony Bonn, Jeremy Corbyn. 
Alice Malum, Alan Simpson 
and a score of other Labour 
MPs and MEPs. Mr Blair had 
no grounds whatsoever for 
suggesting I would not sup- 
port a Labour government in 
a situation of difficulty- I 
resent this smear. I put my- 
self forward for selection as a 
Labour parliamentary candi- 
date because I want to play a 
constructive role in the next . 
Labour gov ernm ent" 

Labour's deputy leader, 
John Prescott yesterday de- 
nied there was a "witch- 
hunt" in toe party to root out 
leftwingers who could dam- 
age Tony Blair’s chances of 
winning the next election. 

Mr Prescott said the execu- 
tive had the. right to decide 
the eligibility of anyone to be 
a candidate representing 
Labour’s rase. ' 
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AID child 
disowned 
by lather 
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Sarah B ow loy 


T HE courts are likely 
to be asked to decide 
whether a man whose 
wife conceived after 
artificial insemination by do- 
nor is H ab le to pay mainte- 
nance for his 10-year-old 
daughter. 

Michael Bloor, aged 46, is 
resisting the attempts of the ; 
Child Support Agency to col- 1 
led financial support for the 
child, Stephanie, following 
the break-up of his marriage. 
In a case that will set a legal 
precedent, he is arguing that 
he does not have responsi- 
bility for the child, because 
she is not biologically related 
to him. 

Sylvia Bloor, his divorced 
wife and Stephanie's mother, 
is aged 42 and lives at West- 
field, Hastings, in East Sus- 
sex. According to her, Mr 
Bloor signed the consent 
forms at the Harley Street 
clinic where the artifical in- 
semination was successfully 
carried out. and the child was 
brought up, while the mar- 
riage lasted, without knowing 
he was not her natural father. 

The ethical issues sur- 
rounding such cases were an- 
ticipated by the 1990 Hnwmw 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Act which ruled that the 
partner of a woman who was 
artificially inseminated 


would be financially liable for 
any child if be signed the con- 
sent forms. HTiTiirtt will not 
easily give treatment without 
the man’s signature. 

But the act is not retrospec- 
tive, and the Child Support 
Agency recognises that it 
would be open to a court- to 
come to a different decision. 

Baroness Mary Wamock, 
who chaired the Committee of 
Inquiry into Human Fertiliza- 
tion (1982-84), on whose 

recommendations the act was 
based, believes that the case 
is clear. ‘Td have thought 
that the signing of the consent 
forms is absolutely crucial," 
she said. "If he signed that the 
woman is doing it with his 
consent he hasn't a leg to 
stand on.” 

No such cases had come be- 
fore the committee, she said, 
whereas it had found 
instances of the opposite, 
where the father did not sign 
the paternity form because 
the wife was concealing from 
him that she was having arti- 
ficial ingtinw 

“In our report we said 
fairly strongly that artificial 
ins emina tion by donor ought 
not to occur unless the male 
signed the agreement." 

Single women and those in 
lesbian relationships wanting 
children would be exceptions 
to the rule, and different 
undertakings would be 
required. 
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Lecturers’ fury 
over pay threat 


Donald MacLeod 
Education Correspondent 

L ecturers voting on 
strike action are furious 
over leaked plans by col- 
lege principals to coerce staff 
into signing new contracts. 

The list of 20 tactics, includ- 
ing a pay freeze, banning pro- 
motion and threatening 
redundancies, has inflame d 
feelings in further education 
colleges which have been in- 
volved in a dispute over con- 
tracts and pay since they left 
local authority control in 
1993. 

Staff at 60 colleges in Eng- 
land are voting on industrial 
action and strikes are ex- 
pected towards the end of this 
term while sixth form col- 
leges have negotiated new 
contracts peacefully. 

Roger Ward, chief execu- 
tive of the College Employers' 
Forum, said many of the tac- 
tics, drawn up by colleges in 
November, had already been 
put into practice. 

Lecturers refusing to sign 
new flexible contracts had 
received no cost of living pay 
rise for two years. 

Less than a quarter of col- 
lege lecturers remain on the 
so-called Silver Book con- 
tracts in force when colleges 
left local authority control. 

Lecturers’ union NATFHE 
said 29 per cent have signed 
contracts imposed by man- 
agement and 47 per cent are 
on contracts it has agreed lo- 
cally with colleges. 

Tactics to persuade lectur- 
ers to give up Silver Book 
contracts include: 


• no promotion 

• threat of redundancies 

• notes in job references 

• no time off teaching for 
trade union or administrative 
duties 

One college even suggested 
inferior staffrooms for non- 
signing staff while another 
said they would be barred 
from dec is ion -making 

committees. 

Mr Ward said: "Morale is 
low among NATFHE activists 
which is no bad thing. Inev- 
itably staff morale in a period 
of major change has been af- 
fected and it Is one of the pri- 
orities of colleges to tackle 
that" 

But a NATFHE spokes- 
woman said: "It would be a 
lot more helpful If the employ- 
ers' forum encouraged col- 
leges to negotiate sensible 
agreements with the union at 
local level if they won’t nego- 
tiate nationally." 

Further Education colleges 
have been locked in a series 
of disputes over contracts. 

The £2.8 bllllon-a-year fur- 
ther education sector, with 
454 colleges In England teach- 
ing three million students, is 
vital if the Government is to 
reach its education and train- 
ing targets by the end of the 
century. 

NATFHE estimates up to 
1,500 full-time lecturers and 
thousands of part-time staff 
have been made redundant 
this year. Yesterday Yeovil 
college announced 45 job 
losses. A national pay cam- 
paign called by the union has 
been rejected by members but 
many branches are pursuing 
local action. 


Irish premier John Bruton welcomes David Trimble, Ulster Unionist leader, on Ms arrival in Dublin for talks yesterday photograph; paulfatth 

Joining hands across the Irish border 

T HE warmth of the l talks. But in 1992 “Wee Jim" | green, Mr Trimble was ac- j of green. The Democratic | more constructive than in | rharniai of communication 
handshake between was too cunning to allow him- campanied by Ms new dep- Unionist leader yesterday 1992, he said. had been opened. Mr Bruton 

David Trimble and self being photographed shak- uty, John Taylor, the man warned Mr Trimble that he Their purpose was “to said It had been a very con- 
the Irish prime minis- 1 ins the deputy PWS hand and I whom Dublin and London l could not sneak to Dublin I make sure there's no omoortu- 1 si-motive -meeti-ne. “(Yhvi- 


A NatWest 

Interest Kates 


Notional Westminster Bonk announces 
the following Interest rates, 
effective from 3rd October 1995: 


Diamond Reserve 

I Hon* Notice - Mmst paid cmmMi 

£1 OftOOO and above 
£50000 - 099,999 
£25,000 - £49.999 
£10,000 - £24,999 
E2J00Q - E9.999 

Premium Reserve 

hmAccfl 
£50,000 and above 
£25500 -£49.999 
£10000 - £24,999 
£2000 - £9,999 

FW Reserve 
hanutoa 

£1000 and above 
£500 -£999 
£250 -£499 
£100 -£249 
£0 - E99 


The mbs tor aB otfvr personal wings accounts indurfng TESSA Restive remain 
bnehenged 

Where appropriate, Basic Rav Ik wi be deducted {mm introt endbd of pM 
(which maij be ledoimed bg resident non-topogerej. Otheiww llpr easn^t 
wbject to fte mp*td reqtaftaJon famtf. Mam Mfl be podqross. 

The Gross Rote B (he sue paid beta* deducing Income m 

The Grass Compounded AniseJ Bate (CAJU is tfie ns* where qran WereB 

payments ore retained fct Ihe oceount Oaring the gear. 

The Net Rate a the rote paid after deducting income tax at (he Basle Rale, 
cmn&y 25% 


Grass 

Interest 

P" 

annum 

Grass 

CAR. 

Net 

Merest 

P« 

annum 

5500% 

554% 

4.13% 

5250% 

558% 

3.94% 

44375% 

4.99% 

356% 

4500% 

459% 

358%- 

3.625% 

359% 

272% 

4500% 

458% 

338% 

4.125% 

4.19% 

359% 

3,750% 

350% 

251% 

3500% 

355% 

253% 

3375* 

342% 

253% 

3.125% 

3.16% 

234% 

2500% 

252% 

150% 

1575% 

159% 

Ul* 

1.750% 

1.76% 

131% 


hahcnal Westminster Bank P 5 c 
4! Lofr-bw;, London EC2P 2BP 


T HE warmth of the 
handshake between 
David Trimble and 

the Ti-tah p- ima mluin - 

ter, John Bruton, in Dublin 
yesterday Indicated that 
something ratm and deliber- 
ate may be going on behind 
all the talk of crisis in the 
Irish peace process. 

Forget sightings of UFOs 
over Ian Paisleys Ballymena 
— stranger visions are be- 
coming a commonplace in the 
capital of the Irish republic. 
Not since 1965 has an Ulster 
Unionist leader met an Irish 
taoiseach in Dublin, and even 
then Terence O'Neill, prime 
minister of Northern Ireland, 
was too cautious to enter its 
seat of power. 

Mr Trimble reminded 
everyone that he had been to 
Dublin Castle with his former 
leader, Jim Molyneaux, for a 
round of the doomed Brooke 


Dockers seek 
help to resist 
‘onslaught on 
union rights’ 


Martyn HshaD, Northern 
Industrial Correspondent 

D OCKERS' leaders will 
today lobby the Labour 
Party conference to call for 
government Intervention in a 
pay and conditions dispute 
threatening 500 Jobs in the 
Port of LiverpooL 
Union sources yesterday 
claimed the port was virtu- 
ally at a standstill as the dead- 
line expired on new personal 
contracts, which allegedly 
breach ministerial assur- 
ances on the future of port 
employment policy. 

Jimmy Nolan, chairman of 
the docks and waterways sec- 
tion of the transport union 
TGWU on Merseyside, who 
will lead today’s delegation, 
said the new contracts were 
“a disgrace and an insult”, in- 
volving wage cuts of up to 
£3,000 a year. 

Contracts were delivered to 
the men's homes on Friday, a 
few hours after they were dis- 
missed by the Mersey Dock 
and Harbour Company 
(MDHC) for not attending 
work. The MDHC workers 
had refused to cross picket 
lines set up by workers em- 
ployed by Torside, a cargo 
handling company. 

The Torside dispute began 
on Thursday after two men 
were dismissed In a wrangle 
over overtime payments. All 
80 Torside employees were 
then sacked, according to 
union sources. 

Doreen McNally, whose 
husband has worked In the 
Mersey docks for 28 years, 
said the new. personal con- 
tracts issued by the MDHC 
appeared to rule out union 
representation. While the 
wife of another docker said: 
“This strike was engineered 
by management in an attempt 
to rid them of their responsi- 
bility to their older workers." 

Behind the dispute are 
angry union claims that the 
new MDHC contracts torpedo 
assurances given by the gov- 
ernment when the national 
Dock Labour Scheme was 
abolished in 1989. Ihe new 
contracts are said to spell out 
“the return afcasualisation*'. 

A MDHC spokesman de- 
clined to discuss the terms of 
the new contracts. MDHC em- 
ployees had terminated their 
contracts by not reporting for 
work on Friday, he said. 


talks. But in 1992 “Wee Jim" 
was too cunning to allow him- 
self being photographed shak- 
ing the deputy PM*sband and 
he entered the castle with a 
briefcase in each hand. 

Yesterday was so different 
that the past really did feel 
like a foreign country. It was 
nearly as shocking as the 
weekend’s events when Sinn 
Fein held a special conference 
in the heart of anti-republican 
Dublin 4 — within the library 
of the Royal Dublin Society, 
no less. 

Gerry Adams got through 
the weekend without men- 
ti oning the word crisis once, 
and his deputy, Pat Doherty, 
said' that it was politics'or 
nothing from, now on and ! 
there were no military 
solutions. 

Throughout yesterday’s 
meetings with a host of Irish 
politicians of all shades of 


green, Mr Trimble was ac- 
companied by his new dep- 
uty, John Taylor, the man 
wham Dublin and London 
wanted to see slipping into 
Mr Molyneaux’s shoes. Mr 
Taylor cheerfully admitted 
last week that not only did he 


of green. The Democratic 
Unionist leader yesterday I 
warned Mr Trimble that he , 
could not speak to Dublin 
“with impunity” and de- 
scribed the Irish government 
as surrogates for Sinn Fein 
and the IRA 


John Bruton: ‘What we are seeing is a 
steady progression in the scale of 
dialogue. There’s a calmer atmosphere 
now, a more constructive approach’ 


enjoy his. regular visits to the 
republic, he was actually a 
friend of the Taoiseach. 

Mr Taylor went on to ray 
that Unionists had to accept 
that the IRA was not beaten, 
which must have turned Mr 
Paisley’s .face several shades 


- Mr Trimble decided to treat. 
Mr Paisley in the same way 
as Downing Street — he -ig- 
nored him, pointedly refusing 
to' comment on the attack. 
After lunch with Mr Bruton, 
he held a brirf press confer- 
ence. Hie talks had been a lot 


more constructive than In 
1992, he said. 

Their purpose was “to 
make sure there's no opportu- 
nity for misunderstanding 
with regard to what we see as 
possible-” 

Pressed an the issue of IRA 
weapons, Mr Trimble studi- 
ously avoided signing up to 
Sir Patrick Mayhew’s so- 
called Washington Three test 
- — the banding over of some 
weapons before talks begin. 
Instead, he said: “They've got 
to prove they are committed. 
If they are so committed, then 
it will be easy for them to pro- 
duce the necessary evidence." 

That still left plenty of room 
for manoeuvre in Mr Bru- 
ton’s direction, namely his 
preferred option of getting a 
commitment from the repub- 
licans that they will never 
return to violence. 

Mr Trimble said 'that a 


channai of communication 
had been opened. Mr Bruton 
said it had been a very con- 
structive meeting. “Obvi- 
ously there were areas where 
we agreed and there were also 
areas where there was less 
agreement 

“But what's important is 
the fact that we are engaged 
now in a process of discus- 
slim,” the Taoiseach said. 
Movement towards all-party 
talks was now inexorable. 
‘Tm not however, one who 
believes there’s a great deal of 
value in setting particular 
dates. 

“What I think we are seeing 
is steady progression in the 
scale of dialogue. There's a 
calmer atmosphere now, a 
much more constructive ap- 
proach by everybody.” 

Nobody from the Ulster 
Unionist camp looked un- 
happy about that 


there’s a whole 

new flavour 


to giving up smoking... 
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...since nicotinell rhade gum taste so good. 


That was the moment I knew 1 was getting somewhere. You see, he hadn’t 
glvBH me a kiss and hug like that for ages. He obviously preferred a smoke- ||| 
■■ free mum. It was all the encouragement I needed to carry on chewing the 
£ • v new gum !’d just bought. I was trying new mint Nicotine!! and it tasted 

so good, so fresh ! knew if I was determined enough it could help me 
quit. Right now i*m chewing original flavour, life sugar-free like the 
Vg mint one and helps beat cravings just as powerfully. I feel as If 
mllfr with Nicotinell I’m not only closer to him but closer to quitting. ^JL 

J It needn’t be hell with nicotinell. f 
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MEPs to vote 
on register 
of interests 


Stephen 


T HE fog around Brus- 
sels lobbyists and the 
outside interests of 
MEPs could be partly 
blown away next month if the 
European Parliament ap- 
proves new rules forcing 
greater disclosure. 

Its attempt to tighten up on 
outside influences foUowB 
Westminster’s Nolan Com- 
mittee report on standards in 
public life, although It pre- 
ceded British concern about 
the vested interests of elected 
representatives. 

The debate In Europe has 
lasted about four years. Un- 
like Britain’s, It has not been 
prompted by documented 
scandals. And it remains un- 
clear whether MEPs win vote 
for closer regulation. Recent 
attempts to limit parliament's 
burgeoning costa and reduce 
fact-finding missions to the 
more exotic parts of the world 
have been strongly opposed. 

Some countries have been 
difficult to convince of the 
need for greater scrutiny. The 
Germans and Scandinavians 
are used to registers of inter- 
ests, but the Greeks 
apparently argued that there 
was no such thing as lobbying 
in their country. 

Although the European 
Par liamen t does have a regis- 
ter of members’ Interests, the 
information it contains is lim- 
ited and public access even 
more so. Until now, a member 
of the public wishing to check 
an MEP’s business interests 
has had to travel to Brussels 
or Strasbourg and copy the 
entry out by hand: photocopy- 
ing is not permitted. 

The two reports agreed tap 
the parliamentary rules com- 
mittee last week require 
MEPs to declare all gifts in 
cash or kind received in rela- 
tion to their duties over the 
value of 1,000 Ecus — about 
£830 — and give full details of 
their assets, including bank 
accounts. 

Lobbyists would have to 
register to obtain a parlia- 
mentary pass and declare any 
gifts over 1,000 Ecus in any 
one year. MEPa’ assistants 
would also have to complete a 
form saying they received no 
outside payments. 

Glyn Ford, Labour MEP for 
Greater Manchester East and 
author Of the report on lobby- 


ists and assistants, which was 
accepted unanimously by the 
rules committee, said: “The 
debate in Britain has helped 
to concentrate people's 
Tnmrfc There Is evidence that 
some lobbyists have been 
breaking at least the spirit of 
the law." 

Up to 34)00 lobbyists are 
thought likely to be affected 
by the new regulations, which 
could come Into force by 
December. 

Adoption of the report on 
MEPs’ own intraests is more 
problematic in view of its 
scrutiny of financial assets. 
There are questions marks 
against the acceptability of 
declaring the contents of 
bank accounts and whether 
joint assets would have to be 
declared. 

Some MEPs, such as the bil- 
lionaire Sir James Gol dsmith, 
elected in France, would have 
a considerable' job to list all 
their assets. 

The report was largely 


‘Some lobbyists 
have been 
breaking at least 
the spirit of the law' 


drawn up by Yves GaHand, a 
French centre-right MEP who 
has now left to become Presi- 
dent Chirac’s trade minister. 
It is being presented by his 
successor, Jean-Thomas 
Nordmann, who is said to 
doubt Its feasibility. 

• European Union foreign 
ministers agreed yesterday to 
begin publishing minutes and 
declarations made at ministe- 
rial meetings, but Scandina- 
vian countries vowed to press 
for more action to open EU 
decision-making to public 
scrutiny, writes Julie Wolf in 
LuxemSoun. 

The ministers endorsed a 
new code of conduct that will 
make it more difficult for 
European governments to 
keep secret the positions they 
take daring ministerial 
negotiation. 

The Danish foreign minis- 
ter, Niels Hebreg Petersen, 
said his country would con- 
tinue to seek a legally binding 
requirement to publish min- 
utes. and statements of 
national position. 


Croatia to be 
kept out of EU 


John Palmar 
In Luxombotoil 


C ROATIA will not he of- 
fered privileged links 
leading to membership 
of the European Union, 
following evidence of Cro- 
atian atrocities against Serb 
civilians in the Krajina 
region of Croatia. 

Atrocity reports by the 
EC’s peace monitors In Cro- 
atia were made public yester- 
day as foreign ministers in 
Luxembourg discussed their 
economic and political strat- 
egy for the future of the Bal- 
kans alter a peace settlement 
in Bosnia. 

“There had been talk in 
some quarters of putting Cro- 
atia — like Slovenia — on a 
fester trade to eventual EU 
membership. “ the EU peace 
negotiator. Carl Blldt, told the 
Guardian last night. "But In 
the case of Croatia, this has 
now been dropped." 

The Austrian and Gorman 
government have in the past 
championed the Croatian 
cause. 

The monitors have outlined 
In graphic detail the role of 
Croatian forces in the hilling 
of civilians and the destruc- 
tion of villages following the 
defeat of Serb militias in Kra- 
jina last month. 

"We have received detailed 
report s which do indeed con- 
tain some very alarming ma- 
terial and supporting evi- 
dence," an EU official said 
last night 

“This whole matter will 
have to be considered very 
closely by the European 
Union and the international 
community,” 

The EU wants to see the 
countries in the region help 
to implement the peace agree- 
ment, and then move to pro- 
gressively more ambitious 
stages of economic and politi- 
cal cooperation. 

Only Slovenia is being con- 


sidered for foil membership, 
because of Its economic 
strength and its record of de- 
mocracy and human rights. 
But the rest of former Yugo- 
slavia — : Bosnia, Croatia, 
Macedonia, Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro — together with Alba- 
nia. would be encouraged to 
form a distinctive economic 
and politicangrouping. It 
would be loosed linked to the 
EU but would have no right to 
full membership. 

"The European Union 
would like to see close co-op- 
eration among the countries 
in the regLon in return for 
which we would be willing to 
offer some closer links with 
the EU, bat these would fell 
short of full membership,'’ Mr 
Blldt said. 

One EU diplomat said: “We 
do have sympathy with Cro- 
atia in its demand that the oc- 
cupying Serbs withdraw from 
all parts of Croat territory. 
But when it comes to Croat 
violations of human rights 
against civilians — in the 
past against the Bosnian Mus- 
lims and more recently 
against the Krajina Serbs — 
there does not appear to be a 
fundamental difference from 

the behaviour at the Bosnian 
Serbs.” 

• Diplomats from the former 
Yugoslav republic of Macedo- 
nia arrived in Greece yester- 
day for the first talks between 
the Balkan neighbours after a 
four-year freere over a dis- 
puted name and symbols. 

High ranking foreign min- 
istry officials from the two 
countries meet today to work 
out details for establishing 
contact offices in Athens ana 
Skopje and to set up proce- 
dures for travel and trade 
following the lifting of a 
Greek embargo. 

The two countries signed a 
UN-brokered interim agree- 
ment on September 13 in 
which Greece recognised its 
neighbour without recognis- 
ing its name. 


Aggressive policy on exports has triggered warnings from .Congress and anti-nuclear campaigners 

Clinton 




-wr * t 


Martin Walker 

fan Washington 


P RESIDENT Clinton 
authorised yester- 
day the export of 
super-computers 
which critics, say 
can be used to develop nu- 
clear weapons and missile 
technology. The decision Is 
part of an aggressive new pol- 
icy on the export of technol- 
ogy and arms which has 
turned eastern Europe into a 
leading market for weapons 
from the United States. 

Hitherto, computers fester 
than i^soo mtops (million theo- 
retical operations per second) 
could only be exported with a 
special licence. Mr Clinton has 
waived this limit for China, In- 
dia. Pakistan and east Euro- 
pean countries, despite warn- 
ings from Congress that this 


nuclear 


could increase 
proliferation. 

An Inter-agency review has 
recommended that computer 
technology and the global 
market are now growing so 
fast that foe US should con- 
sider a new limit of 7,000 
mtopS. 

Along with the warnings 


which will ■ undermine 
regional security, impose a 
high financial burden on 
their economies, further 
alienate Russia - and 
strengthen the officer corps, 
foe least democratic element 
in eastern Europe,” foe Brit- 
ish- Amerlcan Security Infor- 
mation Service said in a 


ocopter for foe contract. The 
US company won partly be- 
cause the Americans sweet- 
ened the deal with four 0130 
Hercules military transport 


In Hungary, the US navy 
and the US air force are com- 
peting to sell their redundant 
fighters. The air force wants 


The air force is also offer- 
ing Poland 100 F'lSs* In com- 
petition With France’s Mi- 
rage-2000. Sweden’s Gripen. 
and Russia's MiG-29. 

Russia is unlikely to wm. 
although foe MiG-aas are as 
least as good as foie competi- 
tion, and much cheaper, and 
foe Polish air force would not 


T ransfers of advanced weapons to central and eastern European countries will 
undermine regional security and impose a financial burden on their economies’ 


from Congress and anti-nu- 
clear campaigners on com- 
puter exports, there are com- 
plaints that the export drive 
Is fuelling an arms race in 
eastern Europe. 

“There should be a morato- 
rium on transfers of advanced 
weapons to central and east- 
ern European countries. 


report published this week. 
- The Romanian government 
has signed a deal with foe 
Bell corpor a tion for 96 Cobra 
attack helicopters. Romania 
wm build fop Cobras under 
licence, with Bell supplying 
the technology and tools. 

There had been a long 
rivalry between Bell and Eur- 


to sell 350 F-16S cheaply, and 
the navy is offering F-18s. 

The Czech Republic Is In 
the market for 24 to 36 fight- 
ers and has already discussed 
with the tra air forcebuying 
foe F-168. A group of Czechs 
are due in Washington later 
.this month to see if the US 
navy will make a better offer. 


tippH retraining in Hying and 
maintenance. 

“I do not hide that the deci- 
sion will be political, con- 
nected with our aspirations to 
join Nato,” Zbigniew 
Okonski, Poland’s defence 
minister, said. 

The US is also negotiating 
to sell Poland advanced early 


warning aircraft, foe navy's 
E-2C Hawkeye. The navy and 
Northrop Grumman are offer- 
ing foe Hawkeye on a sale or 
lease basis, so that Poland's 
air force can watch the skies 
over Ukraine and B la lams 
and far into Russia. 

- In February President Clin- 
ton signed a little-noticed ex- 
ecutive order which author- 
ised 10 eastern European 
countries to become eligible 
for advanced weaponry. 
Poland, the Czech and Slovak 
Republics. Hungary. Roma- 
nia, Bulgaria, Albania. Lat- 
via, Lithuania, Estonia now 
all qualify to buy advanced of- 
fensive weapons. 

But there are also strategic 
considerations. The effect will 
be to lock these countries into 
the Nato alliance through mil- 
itary hardware and technol- 
ogy, rather than through 
treaties. 



Hope alive . . . Rescue workers and relatives dig through the debris looking for survivors of Sunday’s earthquake which struck the south-western Turkish town of Dinar. Turkish 
television said at least 55 died and 150 were injured. Earlier a minister had predicted at least 100 deaths. Witnesses said foe number of deaths would have been much higher hut 
many people had fled their homes last week after minor tremors shook the town in warning of the big earthquake photograph: burhan 02 bjucj 


Rightwinger 
stuns Latvia 
with poll win 


in 


JAN OBSCURE populist 
#kparty headed by an ex- 
treme rightwinger who is ap- 
pealing against a race-hatred 
conviction in Germany 
stunned forecasters yesterday 
by taking a sixth of the seats 
in elections to the Latvian 
parliament. 

The leader of the People's 
Movement for Latvia, Jo- 
achim Siegerist, Is a German- 
born ethnic Latvian who 
moved to the republic after 
the Baltic state won indepen- 
dence in 1991. 

He speaks Latvian badly 
and normally uses German at 
political rallies- He was not 
allowed, to run for parliament 
himself, but his party came 
third, with 16 of 100 seats, on 
an anti-communist, law and 

order platform. 

A spokesman for the Ger- 
many foreign ministry in 
Bonn said Mr Siegerist had 
been sentenced to a prison 

term by a German court in 
1994 for inciting racial hatred. 
The spokesman understood 
the sentence was for more 
than a year and said that the 
politician was appealing. 

The early signs were that 
other major parties would try 
to form a governing coalition 
without Mr Siegerlstis depu- 
ties. The first-placed party 
was foe left-leaning, pro-mar- 
ket Saimnleks. with 18 seats, 
followed by the leaders of the 
previous coalition. Latvia's 
Way, with 17, 




Whatever happened to Harper Lee? She keeps . 
away when the package tours come to Inspect the 
famous courthouse where she described her 
impoverished lawyer hero, Atticus Finch, defy the 
community in defending a young black accused of 
raping a white girl whose advances he had rejected. 
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Pasqua may come back to halt Gaullist slide 


Chirac is being 
urged to replace 
problem-prone PM, 

Paul Webster 

writes in Paris 


P RESSURE is building up 
in the Gaullist move- 
ment for President Jac- 
ques Chirac to appoint the 
repressive former interior 
mi nister Charles Pasqua as 
prime minister, to salvage a 
government threatened by 
the personal and political 
problems of foe current prime 
m i n i ster, Alain Juppe. 

The pres id sit could exploit 
Mr Pasqua’s reputation as 
France's most popular right- 
wing figure and the only con- 
servative considered capable 
of checking an electoral drift 
to the extremist National 
Front, because p£ his strong 
line on immigration, law and 

o niw- «ml t ff y m H ww. 

Although Mr Pasqua sup- 
ported the Gaullist former 
prime minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur in the May presidential 
election, Mr Chirac has made 
peace with foe forma: minis- 
ter, once his most important 
political influence. Four 
months after Mr Pasqua lost 
his interior ministry post, the 
president has decorated him. 


A government upheaval has 
become urgent because Mr 
Juppg has lost popularity 
fester than any other prime 
minister at the start of a pres- 
idential mandate. He has 
pulled President Chirac down 
with him, not least because of 
a pay clash with the public 
sector, which holds a national 
strike next week. 

Gaullist officials say foe 
reappointment of Mr Pasqua 
to high office could heal foe 
rift between foe pro-Chirac 
and pro -B alia dur factions, 
and send out a signal that foe 
Gaullist RPR movement has 
re-embraced its traditional 
conservatism after unsuccess- 
ful attempts to encourage 
social democratic policies. 

The party needs to restore 
national confidence in law 
and order after its bungling of 
anti-terrorist measures and 
doubts about foe competence 
of the interior minister. Jean- 
Louls Debrt, who is involved 
in a row about foe shooting of 
the Algerian suspected terror- 
ist Khaled KelkaL 

Judicial sources have con- 
demned as "irresponsible" 
Mr Debrfi’s claim that Khaled 
was the terrorist mastermind 
of the bomb attacks In France 
during foe summer. Investi- 
gators believe he was only a 
minor figure. 

Most political commenta- 
tors believe Mr Juppt will not 
last even as long as foe 1991 



Ballador: Building up a 
strong alternati ve case 


Pasqua: Could check drift to 
the National Front 


Socialist prime minister 
Edith Cresson. sacked after 
only 10 months. But he has a 
unique chance of a dignified 
retreat if his popularity con- 
tinues to fell. or if he is prose- 
cuted for alleged corruption 
in the allocation of Paris 
council flats to his family. 

The RPR is due to elect tum 
president of the party in suc- 
cession tO Mr Chir ac this 
month. The rise of the 
National Front and the recent 
Socialist resurgence Justifies 
a full-time party organiser to 
prepare for forthcoming polls 
and referendums, leading up 
to foe 1998 general elections. 
Mr Jupp6- would continue In 


day to day politics as mayor 
of Bordeaux. 

On the personal level, Mr 
Juppg’s attempt to dodge a ju- 
dicial inquiry into council 
housing favours for his fam- 
ily when he was assistant 
mayor of Paris seems to be a 
losing battle. The Paris prose- 
cutor has begun an inquiry 
into £ 120 ,QW>-worth of work 
carried out cm the prime min , 
later's council flat, as part of a 
preliminary investigation 
into corruption. ‘ ' 

Although the RPR justice 
minister. Jacques Toubon, 
has defended Mr Juppd, there 
are signs that Mr Toubon is 
among those exasperated by 


the prospect of a scandal that 
would save the anti-corrup- 
tion crusade of the GauHists' 
most dangerous rival, the 
National Front 

•Mr Juppfi’s political trou- 
bles are even more formida- 
ble than bis personal prob- 
lems. He recently sacked his 
finance minister, Alain Made- 
lin, only to start a public 
quarrel with his successor, 
Jean Arthuis, over disputed 
plans to help foe car industry 
and differences on heavier 
taxation. 

Gaullist sources say that 
Mr Chirac is worried about 
Mr Juppe’s touchiness and 
authoritarianism, which has 
offended some senior mini*. 
tors and led to incoherence in 
economic policy in foe run-up 
to a single European cur- 
rency. But he is also on poor 
terms with the national as- 
sembly Speaker, Philippe S6- 
g uln . who could set an anti- 
Jnppfe . tone for the 
parliamentary session which 
opened yesterday. 

While Mr Pasqua would be 

Mr Chirac’s favourite in a 
changeover; according to 
party sources, supporters of 
Mr Bahadur have a strong 
case too. Several of his former 
ministers have formed a 
lobby around Mr Bahadur in 
parliament, where he will try 
to reinforce his claim to be 
foe most credible French pro- 
European economist 


World news in brief 


Sybil calamity 
in Philippines 


President Fidel Ramos of foe 
Philippines declared 29 prov- 
inces and 28 cities in a state of 
calamity yesterday after 
tropical storm Sybil killed 
more than 100 people. An- 
other . 100 are reported 
m iss in g. 

He released $1 million from 
state funds to rebuild ravaged 
areas, as the authorities 
launched an air and land op- 
eration to rescue thousands 
trapped by floods and mud- 
flows. — Reuter. 


Fast for Vaitunu 


Mordechai Vanunu, foe Is- 
raeli nuclear technician jailed 
for passing secrets to a Brit- 
ish newspaper. Is on hunger 
strike in protest against his 
solitary c onfinem e n t, Israeli 
prison officials said yester- 
day.— Reuter. 


Floods havoc 

Troops were deployed In the 
northern districts of Bangla- 
desh to rescue more ftwu 
1 million . people trapped In 
their homes by floods, a gov- 
ernment official said yester- 
day. Newspapers have 


reported more than 100 deaths 
after five days of heavy rains 
caused flooding. — AP. 


Heroin haul 

Bulgarian customs offices on 
the Romanian border have 
seized 321b of heroin with an 
estimated street value of more 
foan £1.25 million, and ar- 
rested two Serbs with false 
Czech passports, police said 
yesterday, —Reuter. 


Femme Male 

Police arrested a Russian 
w oman, aged 76, on suspicion 
Of killing her husband, then 
eating aud canning his 


remains, officials said yester- 
day. Neighbours found the 
half-eaten corpse of Nikolai 
Dalonov. aged 83, on the stairs 
near foe couple's flat in the 
City of Kaliningrad, near 
Moscow. Police found cans 
of human remains in the 
fridge.— AP. 


Ad’s bad taste 

Norway's leading anti-racism 
group. SOS Racism, said yes- 
terday it would fife a police 
complaint if foe -Norwegian 
airline Braafoens did not im- 
mediately stop, a newspaper 
advertisement which depicts 
Africans as cannibals. AP. 
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WORLD NEWS 


Long war for White House begins 


FOCUS ON REPUBLICAN RIGHT: 
The race is on. Martin Walker 

asks who will emerge to 
challenge Bill Clinton, while 

Jonathan Freed land, right, 
looks at the outsider wannabees 


F OR AMERICA’S 

Republicans, the 
1996 presidential 
election has come 
early. Due to unprec- 
edented changes in the par- 
ty's primary calendar, the 
race for the honour of chal- 
lenging Bill Clinton in 18 
months' time has already be- 
come extraordinarily intense. 
In the space of a week. Ross 
Perot — billionaire bane of 
the Republicans in 1932 — has 
announced a third party. Cali- 
fornia's governor Pete Wilson 
— whose possible challenge 
was said to have deeply wor- 
ried the Clinton camp — has 
dropped out; and Colin Pow- 
ell, the Gulf war general who 
may or may not run as an in- 
dependent, has marched as 
rapidly up the political 
approval rating tables as his 
autobiography has ascended 
the bestseller lists. 

Meanwhile, another eccen- 
tric multi-millionaire, pub- 
lishing tycoon Malcom 
Forbes, has tossed his hat 
into the ring promising to 
bring economic growth and 
prosperity by abolishing In- 
come tax. 

But the pace was always 
going to heat up this autumn, 
because the crucial date for 
(he Republicans is just seven 
months away: April 1. By 
then, the Republican presi- 
dential candidate should be 
decided, because of the un- 
precedented rush by dozens of 
states to hold their primaries 
early. 

The primary season begins 
in New Hampshire on Febru- 
ary 20. 

By March 5. the Yankee pri- 
mary will gather the votes of 
the live New England states, 
the last bastion of liberal 
Republicans. The South votes 
on March 12, or Super-Tues- 
day. followed on March 19 by 
the Rust belt primary of Ohio, 
Illinois. Michigan and Wis- 
consin. On March 26. Califor-' 
nia. which always used to 
vote in June, holds its 
primary. 

This has not happened be- 
fore. In five short weeks of 
cross country campaigning, 
80 per cent of the Republican 
convention delegates will be 
chosen. 

In those five weeks, the 
Republican candidates will 
collectively spend more than 
$100 million os they carpet- 
bomb the media markets of 
\m$ Angeles and New York. 
Dallas. Miami. Chicago, Bos- 
ton. San Francisco and 
Philadelphia. 

On Madison Avenue, they 
an* already redrafting adver- 
tising schedules for consumer 
launches and products In the 
realisation that there will be 
little media time left for any- 
thing else. 

The usual rhythms of the 
campaigning year will be bro- 
ken. with little chance for 
campaigns and name recogni- 
tion to blossom, as they did 
far Paul Tsongas and Jerry 


Brown In 1992, in this frenetic 
season when the votes will be 
counted foster than the media 
can interpret them. 

For the Republicans at' 
least, it will be the equivalent 
of a British general election. 
It wilZ be hard on the old man. 
Bob Dole, who has only to fal- 
ter once for the dogs to 
pounce. 

The sheer speed of it all 
means a springtime of pundit 
meltdown, but that has al- 
ready begun with the sudden 
flurry of Colin Powell, Ross 
Perot and Pete Wilson. 

The two moderate Republi- 
can candidates. Senator Arlen 
Specter the former Gov- 
ernor of Tennessee, Lamar 
Alexander, have taken heart 
from Mr Wilson's 
withdrawal 

The rightwing Senator Phil 
Gramm of Texas instantly se- 
cured the endorsement of 
senior Republicans in the Cal- 
ifornia legislature. 

Despite it all. Senator Dole 
squats sullenly on his lead in 
opinion polls, in fund-raising 
and in organisation nation- 
wide. 

But the inevitability about 

hiw rampii gn is • fray in g flS Vdq 

support proves soft and vot- 
ers toy with the idea of Colin 
Powell and Ross Perot 
Because we are heading 
Into an election season with- 
out precedent none of the old 
rules apply. But three central 
facts remain. 

First Mr Clinton cannot 
win without California. The 
Republican front-runner 
must 6how his ability to carry 
the state that has a quarter of 
the electoral college votes 
required to win the 
presidency. 

Second, there may not be a 
clear Republican winner fay 
April 1. If the regional prima- 
ries throw up three or more 
potential winners, there could 
be the first brokered conven- 
tion for 60 years. 

Mr Gramm is likely to 
carry the South, and the 
Christian Coalition may give 
biro enough elsewhere to 
blunt Mr Dole's lead. Mr Spec- 
ter should carry Pennsylva- 
nia, and may do well enough 
in the Yankee primary. New 
York and the Rustbelt to have 
enough delegates to hold the 
balance. 

Thirdly, even if Mr Dole or 
another emerges as the clear 
nominee oiler March, the ex- 
pected black hole of the four 
months before the party con- 
ventions formally choose the 
nominees in August may not 
happen. 

Ross Perot is planning his 
own third party primaries in 
April and May. 

And as the Republicans 
claw at each another, they 
must look back over their 
shoulders at Bill Clinton act- 
ing presidential, at Colin 
Powell exuding confident re- 
assurance Cram the bestseller 
lists, and at Ross Perot wav- 
ing his ominous wallet 



Perot and Powell 
hold wild cards 


Republican voters are most likely to toy with the tantalising possibilites of Ross Perot and Colin Powell 

Christian right is the key 


The voters 


O ONE yet knows who 
the final candidates will 
be, but one powerful 
group, pivotal to the outcome 
of the 2996 election, is known: 
the voters. 

The first crucial electorate 
Is made up of the 40 to 50 mil- 
lion regikered Republicans 
who will select the party's 
nominee in next spring’s pri- 
maries. Turnout is often low, 
leaving the real decision to a 
hard core eff party supporters. 

In the Republican Party this 
immediately skews the “selec- 
t orate” to the right — hence 
the frantic repositioning on 
hot issues, such as abortion 
and immigration by former 
moderates, including fron- 
trunner Bob Dole. California’s 


governor Pete Wilson with- 
drew from the race last week 
partly because he calculated 
that, while he might have ap- 
pealed to the American public, 
he was too centrist for the 
Republican faithful 

Among these voters, the 
most critical group are the 
members and allfes of the 
Christian Coalition. With 1.7 
million members, the move- 
ment mobilised up to 4 million 
activists in the 199 4 mid-term 
elections. Polls show that 
33 per cent of Americans iden- 
tify themselves as evangelical 
Christians, and they mato up 
42 per cent of Republican pri- 
mary voters. "We’re looking 
at somewhere in die neigh- 
bourhood of 18 to 20 million 
primary votes,” the Coalition 
director. Ralph Reed, said. 

With effective control of 
Republican parties in 31 


states, the Christian right has 
virtual power of veto over the 
party’s nominee. There Is lit 
tie passion among evangeli- 
cals for Bob Dole, mid the con- 
servative Phil Gramm has 
only economic, rather than 
‘’cultural”, credentials. The 
grassroots favourite is Pat Bu- 
chanan. but the leadership is 
wary of a candidate they have 
deemed unelectable. 

Early influence will go to a 
much smaller group: the 
1.1 million voters of New 
Hampshire. As holders of the 
first primary, they get to 
name the initial front-runner. 
No Republican has won the 
nomination without w inning 
New Hampshire. The state has 
a strong libertarian streak 
and a pathological hatred of 
taxes. It is less vexed by the 
“values” questions of the reli- 
gious right, and has many 


Rogues gallery, or the men to save the US? 



Candidates 


Bob Dole 

Age: 72. 
Current 
job: Senator 
for Kansas, 
Republican 
Senate 
leader. 

Any distin- 
guishing 
features? Looks, sounds and 
sometimes acts like the 
reincarnation of his hero. 
Richard Nixon. A withered 
arm uwirfesy of the Ger- 
mans) in the last war. 
Advantage: Front-runner, 
and with SI 8.5 millions raised 
already, the fattest war chest 
Disadvantage: Frimt-runner. 
the fattest target, and 
distracted by running the 
troublesome Senate. 

Most likely to say: "It’s my 
turn, dammit." 

Least likely to say: *Tfs time 
fora younger man.” 

Alien Specter 

Age: 65. 
Current 
job: Senator 
for Pennsyl 
vanla 
Distin- 
guishing 
feature: the 
Warren 
[mission lawyer who 
imed up the "magic bid* 
theory. Only a man who 
ks a single bullet went 
id three angles to kill 
a F Kennedy and then 
rged unscathed could 
k Arlen Specter can be 
ted president. 






Advantage: Should do well 
in Pennsylvania primary. 
Disadvantage: He’s pro- 
choice on abortion. 

Most likely to say: “I have 
this magic theory to improve 
the economy’s trajectory.” 
Least likely to say: "Now 
that you have elected your 
first Jewish president . . .** 

Pat Buchanan 

Age: 53 
Current 
job: Unem- 
ployed TV 
commenta- 
tor. ultra 
right-wing 
firebrand. 
Distin- 
guishing feature: His 
speeches sound better in the 
original German. 

Advantage: His loathing of 
free trade and “America 
First" protectionism makes 
him one Republican who 
could win a lot of traditional 
Democratic blue-collar votes. 
Disadvantage: No organisa- 
tion outside New Hampshire 
and net much there. 

Most likely to say: “The 
time is is not long when we’re 
all going to have to take that 
march up to Armageddon and 
do battle for the Lord.” (He 
actually said this last month.) 
Least likely to say: “T have 
an open mind: about this . . ." 

'Steve* Forbes 


Age: 48 
Current 
job: Trainee 
tycoon run- 
ning pub- 
lishing ran- 
pire 

inherited 



from his much more interest- 
ing father. 

Distinguishing features: 
Sounds Tike Adam Smith. 
Looks like Mr Magoo. 
Advantage: A J2S million 
campaign fund from his own 
little piggyback and the sup- 
port of all Daddy’s rich pals. 
Disadvantage: Unlike Dad, 
does not wear leathers, ride a 
Harley, visit gay bats, throw 
lavish parties in Africa for Liz 
Tbylor, or buy a personal jet 
and call it "Capitalist Tool”. 
Needs a charisma transplant. 
Most likely to say: “How 
much do votes actually cost?” 
Least likely to say: “I pledge 
myself to reform this shame- 

fid system of campaign 
finance." 

Alan Keyes 

Age: 45. 
Current 
job: Unem- 
ployed ex- 
diplomat, 
part-time 
radio talk- 
show host. 
Distin- 
guishing features: Wears 
two little feel on his lapel, the 
exact size of those on a 32- 
week foetus. 

Advantage: The best orator 
of the lot. TbeCbristisn Coali- 
tion adores his fire and brim- 
stone religion and passionate 
defence oT the unborn. 
Disadvantage: Causes acme 
schizophrenia on the reli- 
gious right, who love his mes- 
sage but know the only black 
man who can win is called 
Colin PowelL 
Most likely to say: "Now 
I’ve graduated from Harvard, 

I oppose affirmative action.” 
Least Uiriy to say: “Jesse. I 

nnt mai *n mv nfuno! “ 




Lamar Alexander 


Age: 54 
Current 
job: Unem- 
ployed 
millionaire, 
former 
Education 
Secretary. 
Distin- 
guishing feature: Walks to 
work. Walked across Tennes- 
see to be elected governor. 
Was hit by truck and spent 
four days in hospital but car- 
ried on. Now walking across 
New Hampshire, first pri- 
mary state. Wears tartan flan- 
nel shirts to show he’s a regu- 
lar guy. 

Advantage: The safe candi- 
date, offends nobody, played 
piano ax George Bush parties. 
$8.7 million war chest. 
Disadvantage: Tends to get 
hit by tracks. His slogan 
about Congress, “Cut their 
pay and said them home", 
boameranged after the Repub- 
licans won Congress. 

Most likely to say: “If you 
hum it. I can play U.” 

Least likely to say: “Clinton 
on sax, me on the keys, well 
put Colin Powell on drums.” 


Phil Gramm 


Age: 53- 
Current 
job: Texas 
Senator. 
Distin- 
guishing 
feature: 
Used to be a 
Democrat. 
Sounds like Forrest Gump. 
Advantage: Loadsa money. 
Raised $142 millio n*: this 
year. Should carry the South 
on Super-Tuesday. 



Disadvantage: Can’t carry 
anywhere else. Accent can’t 
even be understood in North. 
Most likely to say: “There’s 
only one person who ever 
lived who I would trust to im- 
pose values on America. And 
when He comes back. He 
won’t need a government." 
Least likely to say: “Blessed 
be the poor...” 

Richard Lugar 

Age: 63. 
Current 
job: Senator 
for Indiana. 
Distin- 
guishing 
features: 

Thinks 
"nuclear fis- 
sile material” is an attention- 
grabbing soundbite. Wants to 
abolish income tax for a flat 
sales tax (V AT. in other 
words) of 17 per cent. 
Advantage: He was the 
Republican senator who voted 
most often with his hero, Old 
Hopalong, Ronald Reagan. 
Disadvantage: Reagan has 
Alzheimer's and doesn't 
remember him. The US public 
]s almost as clueless. 

Most likely to say. “Ron, it’s 
me. Dick . . . Dick Lugar . , 
Least likely to say: 
“Actually, fm really running 
to be the next secretary of 
state for President Dole, Pow- 
ell. Clinton, whoever.” 
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Republicans who boast they 
are fiscally conservative but 
socially liberal. 

Many Republicans in the 
March 5 New England pri- 
mary are of a similar bent, in 
contrast with the Bible- 
thmnpers of the Sooth who 
will vote a week later. The 
telescoped timetatale of the 
1996 race sets up a particular 
challenge for the Republicans, 
who have always had to 
address different wings of the 
party concentrated in differ- 
ent geographic clumps. Now 
they will have to speak to 
them all at the same time. 

Jonathan Freed land 


Third forces 


A S IF to prove how dis- 
enchanted most Amer- 
icans are with “poli- 
tics-as-usual”, some of the 
hottest early action of the 
1996 election campaign is 
taking place outside the 
two main parties, in the un- 
charted territory of the po- 
litical middle. 

With three out of four 
Americans telling pollsters 
they distrust their govern- 
ment — the most in polling 
history — it's no coinci- 
dence that two non-politi- 
cians are setting the pre- 
1996 pace. 

First to stake out the cen- 
tre turf, as he did in 1992, is 
the erratic Texan billion- 
aire with the buzzsaw 
voice. Ross Perot He an- 
nounced last week that he 
plans to build on the 19 per 
cent he polled last time, 
and establish a permanent 
third force In US politics, 
an Independence Party 
with its own presidential 
candidate. Early signs sug- 
gest there is enough disgust 
with the two-party system 
that people are ready for an 
alternative. 

Even so, the most likely 
beneficiary would be Bill 
Clinton. Most Perotistas 
backed Republicans in 
1994’s congressional elec- 
tions, and would do so 
again. A Perot candidacy in 
1996 would split the anti- 
Democrat vote, and give Mr 
Clinton a second term. As 
the Republican consultant. 
Paul Wilson, said when he 
heard about the new party, 
“We’ve just been zapped.” 
There’s no guarantee, 
however, that Ross Perot 
would be the Independence 
nominee. He has promised 
a series of phone-in prima- 
ries and a convention to 
choose a presidential candi- 
date. He has said that any- 
one of the right “calibre” 
can have a crack, inviting 
speculation about the Dem- 
ocratic senator. Bill Brad- 
ley, and Lowell Weicker, 
the independent former 
governor of Connecticut. 

Mr Perot is probably 
smart enough to realise 
that his own eccentricities 
have given him unelectaNy 
high negatives in the polls, 
and that even his own sup- 
porters would rather he 
made way for someone else. 

The man they have in 
mind ta Colin Powell, 
whose domination of cur- 
rent political talk is abso- 
lute. The autobiography of 
the retired general is on 
course to be one of the fast- 
est-selling books of all time, 
with its print run extended i 
to 1250,000 a fortnight ago. | 


In cities across the United 
States, Powell signings of 
his book have generated 
round -the -block queues. 
Polls show that, if he ran as 
an independent, Colin Pow- 
ell would tie with President 
Clinton in a three-way race. 

But Powell mania 
reached such proportions 
that he might not need to 
take the third party route 
to the White House. Lead- 
ing Republicans, including 
the House Speaker, Newt 
Gingrich, are all but en- 
couraging him to seek their 
party's nomination. No 
wonder. Surveys show Bill 
Clinton comfortably beat- 
ing any of the declared 



If Perot (above) 
were to run, he 
would split the 
rightwing vote and 
give Clinton a 
second term 


Republican candidates, in- 
cluding front-runner Bob 
Dole — but losing to Colin 
Powell, by 39 to 54 per cent 

This must appeal to Colin 
PowelL who knows that no 
independent candidate has 
ever Improved on Teddy 
Roosevelt's 27 per cent 
showing in 1912. All the 
same, it won't be easy to 
persuade a right-leaning 
Republican Party to accept 
a black man who is pro- 
choice on abortion, favours 
limited gun control and de- 
scribed America last week 
as a “racist society”. 

Ironically, if Colin Powell 
becomes the Republican 
nominee he may trigger an 
independent candidacy by 
default. The rlghtwing Pat 
Buchanan has threatened 
an independent bid if his 
supporters are not heard. 
Jesse Jackson has warned 
of something similar on the 
left. A four or even five- 
way contest is suddenly a 
possibility: 1996 could be a 
year to remember. 
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Jerusalem without debt 

Gordon Brown’s modesty may yet pay off 


GORDON BROWN’S proclamation of 
hairshirt socialism to the Labour Party 
conference at Brighton yesterday was 
received as politely as you would ex- 
pect. Labour shadow chancellors 
preaching fiscal stringency don't tend 
to get standing ovations from the 
groundlings even when there is an 
election to be won. But then it wasn’t 
just aimed at them. Mr Brown was 
preaching moral responsibility to float- 
ing voters everywhere and sound 
money to the City where they have 
heard similar, uncompromising, 
speeches for so long that they are begin- 
ning to believe them. 

It would be wrong to assume that just 
because Mr Brown has refused to build 
a new Jerusalem on a mountain of debt 
that Labour's bid radicalism is dead 
and buried. The introduction of a mini- 
mum wage is itself a radical measure to 
eliminate the running sore of poverty 
wages. As long as it is not used as an 
excuse by other unions to maintain 
their differentials, it could also prove to 
be more redistributive and “socialist” 
than promises to renationalise priva- 
tised industries. If past practice is fol- 
lowed, this would simply result in the 
overcompensation of. shareholders who 
paid too little for their shares in the 
first place. Gordon Brown also prom- 
ises progressive taxation, adoption of 
Europe’s social chapter, a university 
for industry and, cleverly, schemes to 
take the long-term unemployed off the 
dole financed by a £1 billion tax on the 
excess profits of the utilities. No one 
seems to be objecting to that, not even 
City investors who seem to feel that 
Labour is only scratching at the fat 

Yesterday Mr Brown went farther by 
urging the Government to reduce Vat 
on fuel to five per cent in the budget 
with the subtext that a Labour govern- 
ment would do it if it could afford to. 
This is a good wheeze, but one which ; 
could rebound on Mr Brown. A half- 


promise by Labour that it would reduce 
Vat will make it more difficult, politi- 
cally, for the Conservatives to raise it to 
17.5 per cent which they may have been 
planning in order to finance cuts in 
income tax. But that in turn will tempt 
Kenneth Clarke to take just revenge by 
stealing Labour’s utility tax. 

This is part of a game of fiscal 
shadowboxing which may end in open 
hostilities as the election approaches. 
In theory the Government is committed 
to having a. balanced budget by 1998-99. 
This is significantly more stringent 
than Labour which wants taxation to 
cover all current spending, but is pre- 
pared to borrow (up to a limit) for 
viable capital investment projects. So, if 
Mr Clarke — who is a bit off his target 
at the moment — succeeds in getting 
back on track for a zero borrowing 
requirement by 1998/99, he could leave 
an incoming Labour government with a 
handsome nest-egg with which to fi- 
nance some projects missing from the 
manifesto. Of course, rather than leave 
Labour a dowry, Mr Clarke would be 
tempted to blow it all on pre-electoral 
tax CUtS to prevent such a ni ghtmar e 
scenario emerging. But it isn't as 
simple as that because Mr Clarke has 
also given the Governor of the Bank of 
England permission to cry “foul” pub- 
licly if tiie chancellor strays too far 
from the path of fiscal rectitude. 

No one knows what the economy will 
look like in two years’ time. At the 
moment it is experiencing a slowdown 
triggered partly by a general slackening 
of world trade and also by the possibil- 
ity that UK companies have used up 
their devaluation advantage. But it is 
still likely that, if a Labour government 
is elected, it will be the first one to take 
office without inheriting an economic 
crisis. Previously, Labour promised 
much without having the means to 
deliver. This time it may be surprised 
by its own modesty. 


Where did 1 00,000 votes go? 

More democracy doesn’t mean more grassroots power 

■itu -Silljdt). - ■ 


LATE yesterday afternoon the Labour 
conference, which had so rudely bub- 
bled with conversation during the pre- 
ceding speech of the German social 
democrat leader Rudolph Scharping, 
fell attentively quiet for what some in 
the party still think is the most impor- 
tant event of the week — the announce- 
ment of the results of the national 
executive committee elections. Success 
in these elections is no passport to 
national fame, as a Gallup recognition 
test showed this week. Nevertheless 
these days much of the NEC is elected 
by a one-member-one-vote ballot of the 
party’s ordinary members, and al- 
though the committee is no longer the 
blood-spattered arena it once was, the 
■vote is still a useful bellwether of the 
mood of a changing party. 

In the event the most striking feature 
of the OMOV-based elections is that 
they make so little difference to the 
year-on-year composition of the com- 
mittee. Labour's membership has in- 
creased by more than 100,000 in the past 
year most of them supposedly drawn in 
by their admiration for Tony Blair and 
his New Labour project. Not many of 
them seem to have bothered to vote, as 
the turnout did not increase proportion- 
ately — a disappointing reward for all 
the effort. Those who did vote returned 
an NEC with few fresh faces and a 
constituency section in which Mr 
Blair's main remaining opponents Den- 
nis Skinner and Diane Abbott both 
increased their votes along with the 
pro-Blair candidates. The only change 


was the replacement of one of Mr 
Blair’s 1994 campaign organisers. Jack 
Straw, by the other. Mo Mowlam. 

It would be irresponsible to suggest 
that the only reliable proof of increased 
participation in the Labour Party has to 
be a dramatic change of mood. Never- 
theless it is fairly clear that the party's 
increased membership and increased 
democracy have been broadly neutral 
in their effects at this level of the party. 
Participation helped Mr Blair to win 
the leadership in 1994, and to secure the 
change in Clause Four this year, but it 
is not fanning a wind of change through 
the rest of the party. This morning 
Labour debates a series of new rules 
which could reduce participation 
rather than extend it The rules confer 
powers to change the nature of the 
party conference still farther and to 
reduce the importance of the national 
executive. The rule changes are part of 
a broader process in which the previ- 
ously parallel structures of the party in 
the country and the party in parliament 
are toeing fundamentally recast to the 
disadvantage of the former and to the 
great enhancement of the latter. Labour 
has a right to be proud of its increased 
membership and its improved partici- 
pation, but reforms of the party struc- 
ture may paradoxically lead to their 
having less influence in party affairs 
rather than more. It is important that 
Labour does not become a party in 
which democracy only means the right 
to endorse by plebiscite what the lead- 
ership wishes to be done. 


Time’s arrow is a boomerang 

Why do we want to travel backward, but not forward? 


GRANDFATHER TIME (not just father) 
is notoriously unrelenting which is 
why ordinary humans are fascinated by 
any idea which may frustrate him. 
Professor Stephen Hawking has sug- 
gested tentatively that time travel 
might be possible after all. Many people 
will find his new argument as impene- 
trable as that book which they read but 
did not understand. But the general 
proposition that time and space are 
inter-connnected is not so difficult. If 
we can travel in any direction in one 
dimension, why not in the other? 

This is where Grandfather comes in 
— as in the Grandfather Paradox. It 
should be inconceivable that a time 
traveller can go back and shoot his or 
her grandpa or grandma. The dreadfal 
consequences of any attempt to frus- 
trate the fates are woven into world 
mythology. Those few souls who do 
escape from the underworld either get 
sent back again or turn into a star. But 


Hades, it now appears, was unaware 
that the Grandfather Paradox can be 
made to disappear if quantum mechan- 
ics is applied to it Instead of a single 
space-time there is a whole range of 
parallel universes. In one, I return and 
kill my grandfather. In another, he 
lives and begets my father. 

It is particularly appropriate to ex- 
plore these questions in the centenary 
year of the first publication of H G 
Wells's The Time Machine. Ten years 
before Einstein proposed his Special 
Theory of Relativity. Writs had already 
touched on the relativity of time and 
space. There is one important differ- 
ence between his approach and today. 
The great urge then was to travel for- 
ward in time, whether in search of a 
eutopia or a dystopia. Today we are 
much more concerned about the 
chances of travelling back. Somehow, 
we are no longer so keen to find out 
where the world might be heading. 



Letters to the Editor 


Labour wages war 


T HR mfrrlmiTm- fgflfi ft de- 
bate has concentrated 
primarily on die effect 

rm fiTMump In ymant Till a is pro- 

mature; at this stage it weald 
be more constructive to dis- 
cuss some of th» practicalities. 
A minimum, wage presumably 
represents t he mintmum on 
which a person coold main- 
tain a decent standard of liv- 
ing. Say it is set at £4_15/hoar: 
someone an this wage work- 
ing 40 hours a week could cur- 
rently pay l&5 per cent of 
their aarning» in income tax. 


be £3J3S/hour. If a government 
wanted to ensure that people 
take home £&S9/hour, then It 
ahnuiri set an untaxed mini- 
mum of 23.59. Secondly, whilst 
a full-time worker would taka 
home £3.59, a schoolchild 
working part-time and paying 
no tax would get die fall £4J15. 
There is clearly a problem 
here; a minimum wage should 
not be taxed. 

There are other Issues. 
Would a minimum wage in- 
clude fringe benefits such as 
statutory sick pay and mater-' 
nity pay, three weeks’ paid 
holiday and redundancy 
benefits? Would it be 
weighted to benrfit low-paid 
workers everywhere equally? 
How would we deal with the 
black economy for labour that 
would spring up wherever it 
greatly exceeded the market 
wage? The question is 
whether the many practical 
obstacles axe surmountable. If 
the wage is set at a modest 
level and gently tweaked up- 
wards, it could work; but the 
unions will need patience. 
Alec Reed. 

Executive Chairman, 

Reed Personnel Services pic. 
114 Peascod Street, 

Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1DN. 


I WONDER if the party con- 
ference is the best forum for 

setting the exact figure far a 
national mininmm wage, par- 
ticularly when Labour is still 
developing its policy. Rather 
than discussing the rate, con- 
ference should support the 
minimum wage in principle, 
recommend that It Is tied to 
movements in woming w and 
that a setting-up rate is indi- 
cated prior to an election, and 
support the establishment of 
a working group to develop 
detailed policy over the com- 
ing year. 

It is crucial that we get the 
detail right Although a statu- 
tory minimum wage Is the 
single most important policy 
that any government could in- 
troduce to assist low-paid 
workers. It Is not a panacea. It 
must be linked to other mea- 
sures to improve pay and per- 
formance at the bottom end of 
the labour market Its intro- 
duction will affect patterns of 
employment, consumer 
spending and public avppndi- 
-tufe. IT we get it wruhg.jrewit 
only let down the lpwpajd 
workers of today, but ' we put 
back the idea far generations 
to come. 

Jonathan Fry, 

11 Victoria Road, 

KirksteH, Leeds LS53JB. 


J OHN Gray's article (Div- 
ide and rule, October 2) is 
60 rwHiwtw hioliM of "spin 
against those who would fur- 
ther expose the outlandish dis- 
honesty which is the current 
"alliance” between Tony Blair 
and the Labour Party. This al- 
liance is between two far more 
digpq rate cy fc of policies than 
those of the Liberals and the 
late Social Democrats which 
proved irreconcilable without 
democratic resolution. 

To tell us that the Tories 
will do their damnedest to ex- 
pose thin gfarte g weakness in 
Labour Is like saying that 
water is .wet Blair, in his 
Hugo Young interview (Octo- 
ber 2), complains of “a small 
digue of people. . .trying to 
run the party, take it over, 
take it away from everything 
it believes in”. A soundbite 
rejection originating perhaps 
from the mirror? 

Blair's de-Ilnklng of his 
clique from the mainstream 
Labour traditions has created 
a chasm so wide that’ you can 
drop the. old "ri ghtist' ,’ Roy 
Hattersley In it, together wtth 
Lord Owen, and still leave 
room for the Tory press to in- 
sert their wedge. 

David Dawson- 
38 Lynton Road, Hillside. 
Southport, Lancs. 
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The proprieties of property 


WAS quoted (Money Guard- 
ian, September 30} as saying 
something to the effect that I 
would try to ensure that 
Ftank Higgins, the pensioner 
who lost his bungalow as the 
result of fraud, was compen- 
sated. The impression created 
was that I had stepped in to 
see that the victim of the 
fraud received compensation, 
even though he might not be 
legally entitled to 1L 
There is no real doubt 
about Mr Higgins’ entitle- 
ment to compensation under 
the Land Registration Act 
1925. The registration of the 
false “Frank Higgins” instead 
of the real one is about as 
clear an error in the register 
as it is possible to Imagine. 


Mr Higgins does not have to 
prove that the Land Registry 
was at fault In registering the 
Imposter as owner of his 
bungalow. 

The public ought to be as- 
sured that the state guarantee 
of title which protects Frank 
Hi ggins is available as a legal 
right to any innocent prop- 
erty owner who s u ffers lose in 
these, or a wide range of 
other, circumstances. This is 
a major benefit of the land 
registration system far which 
property owners pay through 
registration fees. 

Christopher West. 

Solicitor to 
HM Land Registry. 

32 Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 
London WC2A 3PEL 


In the swim 


T HE publicity surrounding 
Paul Hickson (Olympic 
coach jailed for rapes, 
September 28) has done noth- 
ing to enhance the name of 
the swimming coaching fra- 
ternity. The BSCA greatly 
regrets what has happened. 
For several years now, we 
have been working upon a 
code of ethics and conduct 
This code has been scruti- 
nised by the legal profession 
and the police, and is de- 
signed to provide a frame- 
work of good behaviour far 
coaches. It was accepted 
unanimously is January. 

The Amateur Swimming 
Association does not have a 
code of conduct for club 
coaches, nor the power to dis- 
cipline errant coaches, as 
there is at present no coach 
registration system in Eng- 
land. Therefore the BSCA is 
sending a copy of toe code to 
every registered competitive 
swimming dub in England 
and encouraging their 
coaches to register with us. 
Brian McGulnness. 
Treasurer, British Swimming 
Coaches Association. 

11 Ashdown Way, 

High Crompton, Oldham, 

Gt Manchester OL2 7LZ. 


Disarming 

I CHAT.T.KWGkifi the junior 
Northern Ireland Minister, 
who happens to be my MP, to 
offer one single precedent for 
Britain's making handing in 
weapons a precondition for 
political negotiations to 
resolve an armed insurrec- 
tion. He offered none. 

So why is the Government 
jeopardising toe Irish peace 
process by setting unrealistic 
conditions? Presumably be- 
cause this government 
regards buying Ulster Union- 
ist MPs’ support far its dimin- 
ishing Commons majority as 
more important than peace. 

If the armed truce in 
Northern Ireland breaks 
down, those whose pursuit of 
short-term political advan- 
tages makes them respon- 
sible will -not easily be 
forgiven. 

Michael McCarthy. 

81 a Shirland Road. 

London W92EL. 


Please Include a full postal 
address, even on e-malled 
letters, and a daytime 
telephone number. We may edit 
letters lor clarity and 
concision. We regret we cannot 
acknowledge those we do not 
use. 


Decimal point 

UCH of the reporting of 
tiie metrication directive 
(Imperialists urge public to 
resist switch to metric, 
September 30). tends to sug- 
gests that it bypasses all the 
democratic decisions of the 
British people. Yet it is Par- 
liament that decided to switch 
to the metric system in the 
1970s. Indeed, Metrication 
Day, after which it would 
have been compulsory to use 
the metric system, was origi- 
nally fixed at 1900. It was only 
the arrival of toe free-far-all 
Mrs Thatcher that postponed 
it. 

The present Metrication 
Day does not go far enough. 
We desperately need one 
reform to convince people 
that we really live in a metric 
country: all the signboards on 
our roads should be changed 
to kilometre s . It win doubt- 
less be resisted by the present 
government using its regular 
shortsighted cost criteria, so I 
look to see ti made a man- 
ifesto commitment by the 
Labour Party. 

Chris Moss. 

4 Larkfiel d Roa d, 

Richmond TW9 2PF. 

T HE whtngeing of Sir Joce- 
lyn Stevens and Sir Angus 
Stirling about the Dot’s pro- 
posals for realigning the A303 
in the vicinity of Stonehenge 


is becoming boring. The most 
obvious option is to upgrade 
along the e x istin g route and 
move the dozen or so stones a 
tew fields farther away. Next 
problem . . . 

Paul Phillips. 

12 Neeld Crescent, 

London NW4 3RR. 

CJTEVEN Norris should be 
wcommended for his hones- 
ty in detailing his reasons for 
standing down at the next 
general election (October 2). 
How much easier it would 
have betii far him to have 
said that he wanted to spend 
mare time with Ids fhmHte* 
Peter Barnes. 

21 Hammer Road, 

Simpson, Milton Keynes, 
Bocks MK6 SAY. 


three schizophrenics in need 
of a community to care for 


I KON a home for three long- 
term patients with schizo- 
phrenia. Medicine Is taken 
regularly - under my distant 
supervision and tony go out 
to toe village and sustain 
some encouraging contacts. 

However, they only have 
£1335 to spend per week, 
which means tha t smoking 
must be cut to 15 cigarettes a 
day and they are left with £4 
for clothing, coffee/tea, 
sweets, transport and a pint 
of beer at Christmas . . ; if 
ever. 

Where can three men find 
free entertainment? They 
were brought up in a rural 
environment and would like 
an occasional connection 
with the farming community 
but they do not know toe lo- 
cals, as frequenting toe pub Is 
financially impossible. . 

I cook three meals a day, 
see to their cleanliness, watch 
over their physical welfare, 
sort their anxieties, wash 
their clothes, their bedding, 
mend what can be mended, 
iron, make tea, coffee, shop 
six miles i away, take them to 
the doctor, help them with 
forms to fill, organise den- 
tists. find their favourite pro- 
grammes on TV. chat about 
t hi ngs when possible . . . but 
have practically no time to 
enrich their social life. I too 
suffer from a shortage of 
funds. The money I am paid 
by Social Services Is just ade- 
quate to cover everyday 
needs. 

It is obvious that I cost far 
less than the psychiatric hos- 
pital, which is closing. I 
entered toe deal with open 
eyes and I love toe job. But is 
it fair that so little is spent on 
them? No day-centre, no out- 
side support to give them a 
sense of worth, of being 


wanted, to enhance their very 
great need to be nsefaL Who 
cares about toeir pride, toeir 
contact with their ‘'commu- 
nity", and how they see toeir 
role in it? 

Claire Eeen-Thiryn. 
Pen-y-Borfa Fawr, 

Caersws, 

Powys SY17 5JA. 

Y OUR correspondent Dr 
Philip Timms (September 
27) is incompletely informed. 
The mainspring far toe bed 
rundown in mental hospitals 
was the efforts of staff ed all 
levels but a group of 
pioneering medical superin- 
tendents in particular. In- 
patients had risen to a peak fa 
1955, with patients often shar- 
ing a small sleeping space and 
climbing . over other beds to 
find their own. - That peak by 
significant coincidence ' was 
the year when chlorproma- 
gina, the first effective anti- 
psychotic. facilitated all 
forms of rehab. - 
For tiie mass of" long-stay 
folk, f^mUies. eitihiur^st 
didn't want to kncraior Were 
actively hostile — as, I have 
to say, were most people: the 
“weH all be mordfered fa our 
beds” syndrome as rover for 
false fears about property val- 
ues. Early administrators or- 
dered me fa 1963 hot to put 
five harmless old ladies fa the 
first group home (in Brigh- 
ton gsea) for tear of bad PR. I 
ignored them. Once we 
showed that it worked, the ad- 
ministrators climbed aboard, 
transferring with glee costs 
from the hospital budget to 
community resources. 
Richard Fox. 

Consultant Psychiatrist, 

16 Coast Road, 

WestMersea, 

Colchester CQ58LH. 


What men want (jobs, actually) 


JOS Coward’s article about 
^feminism and job insec- 
urity (Men recline from a 
kick fa the job market, Octo- 
ber 2) can only give feminism 
a bad name. While its explicit 
argument seems to be that 
"diminished” men can find 
consolation (and even libera- 
tion) in the knowledge that 
feminism was Tight all along 


about job “flexibility”, there 
is no suggestion that ”fae 
goods” delivered by “global 
capitalism” either can err 
should be resisted. Casualis- 
ation, insecurity and mass 
unemployme nt are capitalist 
devices designed to drive 
down the pay and conditions 
of all workers. 

If tiie “male careerism” 

Coward is so sniffy about en- 
shrines decent pay, cond- 
itions and even an aspiration 


A Country Diary 


towards a “job for life”, thei 
everyone should he given ac 
cess to it, underpinned by fat 
necessary investment ii 
c h il d c ar e, nursery education 
and the social wage. Cowart 
does not enlighten us further 
an how feminism sees the 
“new ways of thinking anc 
relating” — can it be done or 
low pay or worse? To be 
“vocal about the flexibility ol 
the market” equates femi 
nism firmly with Thatch ertti 
economics: presumably the 
miners had it coming tc 
them? Surely toe arm of femi' 
nism and all progressive ide 
ologies Is to prevent society 
being diminished and not tc 
feminise speciously right- 
wing political orthodoxies. 
Ian Haywood. 

160 Purves Road, 

London NW10. 


SOMERSET: Big tractors 
with lamps searchlights 
work long after dark to bring 
in tiie harvest, and a mon- 
strous engine makes short 
work of wide fields of maize, 
catting and chewing the 
crop, leaves, stalks, corn-cobs 
and all, and sending an accu- 
rate shower of small particles 
into tiie hopper of a tender 
that runs alongside, fa tiie 
ga r den, the grape harvest 
looks promising, though 
April frosts did some dam- 
age. and local fauna — per- 
haps squirrels — did more 
Production levels will cer- 
tainly exceed the first year’s 
five bottles, and there is hope 
that the weeks of Mediterra- 
nean sunshine will be 
reflected fa toe quality of the 
vintage. Most of the grain 
from this area goes to Wessex 
Grain, with huge silos like 
nuclear installations at Hen- 
strldge. The firm handles 
more than 50,000 tonnes in a 
year. Local mills no longer 
have a function. Visitors 
from Lincolnshire, who lived 
within sight of Boston stump. 


talked of all toe mills net 
their home. To a mi 

was a win dmill- When w 
lived In a weaver’s cottage o 
the moors above Haslfagdei 
with a view of tiie sea beyon 
Preston, the word “mill 
meant the Satanic kind. Ou 
neighbour had, as a gir 
trudged down the lane in he 
clogs to one fall of clatter in 
looms. But here, a mill is 
watermill You do not expei 
windmills in Somersei 
though there is a truncate 
one, now a d welling , beside 
road across toe Polden Tilth 
and at High Ham, not fa 
away, we found another. ] 
has a thatched cap, which i 
a rarity, and, with a fei 
wind, used to grind 8001b c 
meal fa an hour. It was bull 
ou a circular earth platfonz 
to keep wandering sheep o 
unsteady farmers from hare 
when toe sails were turnini 
Names of local farmers, am 
notes of the amount of mes 
their bags of grain .yielded 
are still recorded on some a 
toe timbers. 

JOSNVALLINl 
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COMMENT AND ANALYSIS 



Diary 


Matthew Norman 


United at last - but 


T HE Amish people of 
Pennsylvania — prob- 
ably tide most reclu- 
sive and backward- looking 
religious group In the west- 
ern world, with their 17th- 
century dress and refusal to 
use anything as new-fan- 
gled as electricity — have 
exploded on to the Internet. 
The Amish, into whose 
ultra-insular far min g com- 
munity Harrison Ford blun- 
dered in Witness, have 
craftily avoided the elec- 
trlcity problem by doing an 
exclusive deal with an In- 
ternet marketing company. 
This advertises a product of 
theirs on the World Wide 
Web — and what a product 
it is. "Poopets,” explains 
the blurb, “are handmade 
100 per cent cow manure 
figurines made by Amish 
farmers. They have black- 

<ni<ul muM fn. ...m. _ 


still untried 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


D AY ONE of the con- 
ference proved that 
Labour is a party 
united round a corn- 


options launched the unstop- 
pable torrent of utilities 
bosses on the make, is the 
real hero of the Labour Party. 
Through him, it has re- dis- 
covered itself. All day. it was 
hard to drop into the hall 
without hearing yet another 
denunciation of the bosses. 
The grotesqnerie of the Ce- 
drics, moreover, did much to 

override the demand from the 
floor for farther particulars 
about the minimum wage. He 
and his kind are the greatest 

gift that privatised capitalism 
could have offered to its oppo- 


of compelling utilities to ex- 
pose their pay packages is 
somehow expected to ensure 
they will be retained within 
civilised limits. 

This is idealists’ iripaHmw , 
placing extraordinary faith in 
shareholders' capacity for 
shock, and even more in their 
willingness to do something 
effective about it Most evi- 
dence points the other way. 
Brazening out the bad public- 
ity for a week, as several un- 
deserving beneficiaries have 
lately shown, is a price 
they’re well prepared to uav 


conviction of one never hith- 
erto In a position to do any- 
thing about it. His moral pas- 
sion, if uttered by former 
Chancellor Denis Healey, or 
oven by the new Robespierre 
of the party, Roy Hattersley, 
would seem obviously nulli- 
fied by the facts of history. It 
would come over as a laugh- 
able embarrassment. Uttered 
by Gordon Brown, it is a fine 
and necessary expression of 
faith untested by experience. 

But what it leads to is ex- 
tremely problematic. Part of 
Brown's speech, as became 
the statesman-in-waiting, was 
directed to the City. Labour 
as the party against inflation,- 
Labour as the party of pru- 
dent finance, never know- 
ingly prepared to allow ex- 
penditure to exceed revenue: 
this has become routine stuff 
from the leadership, and 
raises barely a breath of criti- 
cism. But the expedients to 
cut the dole queues, while 


Labour, the 


and better training would, 
quite obviously, provide a 
social and economic service 
that might ease the cata- 
strophic joblessness of 600,000 
young people. All this has to 
be attempted. But to think 
that such measures will over 
turn the structural basis, or 
seriously challenge the global 
dimensions, of the unemploy- 
ment economy is fanciful in 
the short and even the me- 
dium-term. 

There are certain ways in 
which Labour’s approach to 
economic Britain will be dif- 
ferent from the Tories'. All 
here speak with one voice for 
the positive role of the state. 
AH have a belief in the neces- 
sity of action, and the possi- 
bility of change. Nobody here 
has any doubt about the ideal 
of social justice, a phrase 
which the Tories have sought 
to logic-chop out of existence 
but which, for all members of 
the Labour Party, defines 
what they consider public pol- 
icy to be about 

Brown, supposedly the hard 

wv>H* w 1 a -jl i ■ * i« V:. ^ 
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Darling, you 
simply Love 
Too Much 



Deborah McKinlay 


AS HALF qf one of the pre- 
eminent celebrity couples of 
’iltr generation. I’ve reached a 
yisis point roe always effort- 
•sssly combined talent, good 
looks, ambition and romance. 
My vulnerable beauty per- 
suaded me to give in to the 
countless offers qf Hello! photo- 
spportunuies. to turn up at all 
the fashionable JUm openings, 
even to learn the first names 
,i and birthdays) of the showbiz 
correspondents. But after a 
leart-to-heart with my media 
counsellor, 1 now realise I’ve 
fjesn living a sham. Should I 
'let the mask slip and issue a 
iiiblic statement asking for no 
urther attention? 

"'ours in public desperation, 

‘ Miss Hollywood “ 

D EAR Miss Hollywood, 
Even ordinary folks 
with no press secre tar- 
es at all get the distin ct san- 
ation sometimes that their 
ives are built on sand. But . . . 

■ people who are ploughing 
aeir way through shingle 
-ave limited sympathy for 
nose who appear to be trip- 
ing along the Golden Mile, 
o if you’re going to play 
Pain" for the peanut gallery, 
rincess, you'd better be sure 
i look like you’ve got some 
-ne grit in your eye. Croco- 
Je tears won’t wash. Break- 
ist-TV-fand is fall of Real 
lve Divorcees without so 
inch as a shack in Mauritius 
i take their troubles to. 
When the RLD first sees 
smebody with woes cm the 
M news, her morning is 
ade; she says: "It just goes 
j show money /looks/life in 
te fast lane don’t bay happi- 
ess.” On the way to work, 
te RLD reads, with a ven- 
tance, all the details. She 
Lscusses these details with 
-.e other ordinary folks at the 
lice. One of these folks is 
ways privy to a fair few 
ctra details. These details 
6 of doubtful origin. No- 
xfy cares. It makes far a 
eat giggle. One of the girls 
shes out far the evening 
’.per. If it contains no new 
.tails, everybody Is awfully 
ssa pointed. (The press know 
is.) 

When the RLD gets to the 
lin station in the evening, 
e stops and buys the late 
Mon, just in case some- 
mg new has surfaced. It 
sn’L She has to make do 
:th having a jolly good gan- 
r at the photograph of the 
mebody "seen leaving her 
ndon flat earlier today". 

\s the train polls into her 
m station, the RLD bw f* 
jun to suspect that money/ 


looks/life in the fast lane have 
their compensations. 

The next zooming the woe- 
filled Somebody doesn’t get 
quite so many sympathy 
votes. In fact over her cereal, 
the RLD finds herself giving 
more than a little credence to 
some of the Details of Doubt- 
ful Origin that she heard yes- 
terday. She'd really like to 
know more. (The press know 
this.) 

Dear Desperate, this is a 

win/lose situation. Any PR 
worth a pay cheque can tell 
you which side you'll be on. 
Why risk public ridicule and 
masses of mascara stains on 
your suitably subdued Ar- 
mani ensemble? The press 
will pry, and TV talky-types 
will vie for your t ime , just as 
avidly if you rebuff their ad- 
vances. Ask to be left alone. 
Pack a small holdall and put 
your hair in a pony-tail. 
T h a nk the door-step press po- 
litely far their consideration 
and leave town. Don't go any- 
where hot Ordinary folks all 
think that sun is synonymous 
with fan. (Travel agents know 
this.) Hunker down for a 
month or two somewhere 
windswept 

Walk on the beach a lot Try 
that diet One day, when 
you’re feeling a wee bit bet- 
ter, and you’ve read Women 
Who Love Too Much, and 
your therapist has been up 
for the weekend, pun on your 
jeans, and wander, mascara- 
less, into a seaside tea-shop. 

When two teenage girls give 
you the once over, smile 
wanly at them. If one of them 
should brazenly say: "Aren't 
you...?” smile again and 
wink. That’s all Note their 
delighted response. Practise 
this tack a few times and 
then, when you’re confident 
of your ability to con the 
nation, issue another press 
statement “Back from the 
brink". Go public with the 
New Improved Yon. Tell the 
hell-and-back story with a 
catch in your throat Do the 
trimnp b-over-tragedy thing. 

When the RLD turns on her 
telly and sees Somebody Sin- 
cere, she’ll say: “Isn’t 
that . . .?’’ Then shell say: 
“My word, doesn't she look 
leaner and lovelier?” (The TV 
talky-type will say something 
remarkably similar.) Then, 
when the RLD hears you 
openly admitting all the de- 
tails and she realises that in 
many ways you’re just like 
her, despite the money/looks/ 
life in the fast lane stuff, she'll 
love you. 

So will the press. Your 
agent's telephone, darling, 
win ring right off the hook- 
important PS: Sometimes, 
Somebodies face true tragedy. 
Even ordinary folks, with no 
press secretaries at all, can be 
filled with fellow feeling. 
They say: "What a realty 
Super Man.” 


Deborah McKinlay Is agony 
aunt of Esquire magazine and 
author of Love Lies and 
(forthcoming) Sex Secrets (both 
HarperCollins) 


New Internationalist magazine 


Jacques doesn't get it 

*o he doesn’t understand why two-thirds of the French 
copulation is against his nuclear tests in the South Pacific, 
jvhy he shouldn’t be doing his dirty work in someone 
slsek backyard, and why most of the world is outraged by 
•n obsession with nuclear weapons that ruin the Earth's 
VagUe environment. Don’t be like Jacques — get the Nl. 
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cleared rameneiets are use 
poor and pastoral societies 
in greatest need of the land 
to rebuild their countries 
from the devastation of 
recent wars. In many 
countries, to start plough- 
ing or re-stocking land to to 


million nsexploded and'! 
personnel mines. The ■; 
league table goes down: j 
Angola, nine million; Iraq i 
five to 10 million. Kuwait \ 
five to seven million. Cam- , 
bodia four to seven million; ■ 

Moaushfane, two "»iK s A mine . . . small ana deadly 



This conference is debat- 
ing the issue of personnel 
mines that self-destruct a 
certain time limit after 
planting, or neutralise their 
charge by switching off. 
These would be far more 
expensive than the £1.50 or 


wounded comrade, so tak- 
ing five of the enemy out of 
battle rather than one. In 
fact, it is more likely to be 
ci vilians who suffer. In 
North Africa people are still 
being kljjed by mines laid in 
the second world war. 
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FAB SFX . . . Derek Med dings, special effects maestro af Thunder-birds, Superman and James Bond films 


Derek Meddings 


Grand illusions 


F OR MORE than 
three decades Derek 
Meddings, who has 
died aged 64, made 
some of cinema's 
most thrilling special effects. 
He was the man behind 
James Bond’s submersible 
car and Superman's ability to 
fly, but such was his skill at 
creating special effects, few 
film goers ever noticed his 
work. 

Meddings grew up in films: 
both bis parents worked for 
Alexander Korda at his Den- 
ham (London Films) studios. 
His mother was a stand-in, 
most notably for Merle 
Oberon, his fether a worker 
in one of the many craft de- 
partments. This background 
coupled with a talent for art 
made him, quite naturally, 
want to get into films. 

He graduated from art 
school just after the war and 
at first his ambition was 
thwarted by ex-servicemen 
returning to their previous 
Jobs and the strength of the 
film unions in restricting new 


entrants to the business. 
National service in the RAF 
taught him bow to drive 
heavy trucks and on dis- 
charge he worked for a time 
as a driver for Pickfords, then 
as a shop assistant 
His break came through a 
job in the title department at 
Denham studios. There his 
work was noticed and he was 
promoted to painting mattes 
(backdrops or top-ups to film- 
sets). His next move was to a 
small company specialising 
In cinema advertisements 
who were then expanding 
Into television commercials 
for the newly formed ITV. 
One of his first jobs with 
them was making Cadbury’s 
Roses chocolates wrap them- 
selves up and throw them- 
selves into a box. This was 
done by “stop frame" tech- 
nique — one picture taken, 
the wrapping folded mi- 
nutely, another picture taken, 
and so on. 

He came to the attention of 
Les Bowey, the father of all 
effects men. and began to 


work for Gerry and Sylvia 
Anders on' 8 company Century 
21. Initially under Bowey's 
guidance he designed models 
for Stingray (1966) and then 
became responsible for the 
design, building, and shoot- 
ing of the Thunderbird mod- 
els, often painting his own 
sky backings or backdrops. In 
those years, he developed all 
the skills and short cuts nec- 
essary for providing special 
effects and worked on the full- 
length Thunderblrds Are Go! 
(1966). His final work for Cen- 
tury 21 was Doppelganger, an 
adult science fiction story. 

He left the company to go 
freelance and worked on such 
films as Fear Is The Key. But 
his major leap forward was 
when be was asked to super- 
vise the effects for Live And 
Let Die (1973), his first James 
Bond movie. He was to be 
associated with all the subse- 
quent Bond films up to For 
Your Eyes Only (1961). and 
created some of his most 
memorable effects for them — 
including a scaled down 


supertanker, the submersible 
Lotus Esprit in The Spy Who 
Loved Me (1977), and a battle 
in space for Moonraker (1873). 

After working on Aces High 
(1976), a first world war avia- 
tion drama, he was asked to 
supervise the model shots for 
Superman (1978). hi fixe film 
some of Superman’s most dif- 
ficult manoeuvres were made 
with an Actionman-sized 
Superman flying over photo 
cut-outs of "Metropolis'*, 
which In reality was juxta- 
posed high definition stills of 
New York. For his contribu- 
tion to making Superman fly, 
he received a "special 
achievement" Oscar. He was 
nominated again the 
following year for Moon- 
raken when the award went 
to Allen he remarked, typi- 
cally, “at least it stayed in our 
country." 

Meddings's ability to im- 
provise set him apart from 
his contemporaries. He could 
build a set from sand and 
peat, a few old sponges, twigs 
and debris gathered from the 


studio back lot and, at the 
aawiff time, turn his band to 
pointing a backing to ma*nb 
his foreground. This was cou- 
pled with a vast knowledge of 
what could be achieved by 
means of “Blue Screen" or 
“Travelling Matte" work — 
the sy s t em whereby the fare- 
ground of a scene is shot 
against a blue screen so that a 
background can be added 
later. 

As many would have ex- 
pected af Derek Meddings, he 
went oat with a bang. His last 
work was on the new James 
Bond film , Goldeneye, which 
involved minia ture sets in- 
cluding a MiG jet cr ashing 
into a radar dish in Siberia, 
the flooding of a vast radio 
reflector and the destruction 
of the nerve gas plant below 
it. He leaves a daughter and 
five sons. 


Paul Wilaon 


Derek Meddings, special effects 
technician, bom January 15, 
1931; died September 10, 1995 


I DA CARROLLj. wholes 
died aged 89, had .-&yq$a-- 
dous capacity . fe^Mrd 
work, a meticulous 
tlan to detail, and-a fearsome 
Independence of 'spirit?' feat 
combined to make2er;otfe- of 
the most respected figures in 
the world of music education. 
Her father, Walter Caxxoll, 
gave the first lecture at Hal- 
le’s Royal Manchester College 
of Music on October 8, 1893, 
and in 1998 Ida was still teach- 
ing In the Junior School at 
fixe Royal Northern College of 
Music. So the family had a 
pervasive influence over 
muslomaktag in Manchester. 
and nationally , for more than 
a century. 

Ida was bom in West Dlds- 
bury and since 1913 the fam- 
ily has resided continuously 
in a large semi-detached 
house, Gtanhzce, in the same 
Manchester suburb. She 
attended Ashfleld School, fol- 
lowed by Manchester High 
School for Girls, though a 
severe attack of peritonitis 
cot short her studies. Her 
fether was bar first piano 
teacher (the manuscript of 
Tones For Ida survives from 
1912), then as a 16-year-old in 
iMa she studied Plano at 
Hilda Collens's Matthay 
School ffhp became school 
secretary and rapidly made 
herself indispensable. When 
Hilda CoHans died in 1966, Ida 
took over as acting principal 
qf file Northern School of 
Music (as it had become), and 
was made principal In 1958. 
Her personal iflfiwani* over 
her students (now spread 
throughout the world in the 
music profession) was Im- 
mense, and op to her death 
she remembered each of 
thamj knew their strengths 
and weaknesses, and fought 
their battles. 

Tn thp ne g o tiations loading 
up to fiie formation of the 
Royal Northern College flf 
Music, she played a central 
role in ensuring that the 
ideals and principles which 
she had fostered at the North- 
tern School of Music were 
reflected In the philosophy of 
the new college. She was 
particularly vigilant to pre- 
vent any misapprehension 
that file new college was 
merely the successor to the 
old Royal Manchester College 
of Music. 

On the foundation af the 
new college in 1972, Carroll 
was appointed dean of man- 
MBmB nL Slid was iTi^ y innfln - 
tal tn establishing both the 
Ida Carroll Double Bass 
Award Trust and file Carroll 


’ ,1 __ _ ear ell 'Fellowsh ip- She. 
retire dv fe'-' BBEfeSat? ~to 'echo’ 
the wotd^-.Qfiflr father, only- 
to work faRritertoah ever and 
to fine. 

Aided byAlaijge library of 
bus and raQnrey timetables, 
she travelled the country giv- 
ing tectarerecttHta -on her 
tether's music, and on the 
double bass, (typically, she 
had up this instrument 
to fill a gap in Matthay School 
orchestra). L a t er she wrote 
pieces for the bass which are 
now in the instrument’s stan- 
dard repertoire. 

The organisations to which 
she contributed her expertise 
and knowledge included the 
Incorporated Society of Musi- 
cians (of which {foe was presi- 
dent tn 1976), the Musicians' 
Benevolent Fund, the Euro- 
pean String Teachers’ Associ- 
ation, the Graucob Travel 
Awards, Live Music Now, the 
Northern Chamber Orches- 
tra, and her beloved Junior 
School at the Royal Northern 
College of Music, where aural 
training on Saturday morn- 
ings was translated from a 
chore into a delight 
Hear public service was ac- 
knowledged by the award of 
an OBB in 1964 and she 
received many honorary aca- 
demic awards — though a 
direct Lancastrian deflation 


af pomposity was far more 
her style than any amount of 

It was not just music that 
benefited — she and her sister 
were much Involved with the 
Abbeyfield Society, and were 


instrumental in the acquisi- 
-tion of the other “half’ of 
their "semi” as Abbeyfield 
home in 1963. In addition, she 
was a member of the Soropti- 
mists and file Royal Society of 
Arts. 

Her kindness and (often 
concealed) generosity to so 
many charitable and musical 
causes extended to her large 
circle of friends, many of 
them' former pupils. Birth- 
days and Christmas in the 
Carroll household were an ex- 
cuse for a large party with a 
groaning table for as many as 
cared to drop in. 

Although she never mar- 
ried, Ida Carroll had several 
romantic attachments. Her 
lasting friendship, however, 
was for Geoffrey Griffiths, 
who as a young man was en- 
listed by her father to sing in 
his church choir. “Griff" was 
appointed bursar at the 
Northern School in 1946. and 
was as Indespensable as Ida. 
When latterly he contracted 
Parkinson's Disease, Ida 
nursed him devotedly until 
bis death in 1993. She also 
cared for her sister, Elsa, in 
her last years. 

She always said, with a 
twinkle in her eye, that she 
was fer too busy to die. Al- 
most her last words were 
"Well, what should I be doing 
nextr’ 


Ida Carroll, musician, bom- De- 
cember 1, 1905: died September 
9, 1995 


The dean . . . Ida Carroll at the Royal Northern College 


John Britten 
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Mean machine 


& 


T HE New Zealander John 
Britten, who was aue of 
the most Innovative mo- 
torcycle developers, has died 
3ged 46, three months after he 
was diagnosed as having a 
melanoma. 

His Britten V1000 racer, de- 
veloped at his home-based 
company, was a stunning new 
approach to motorcycle de- 
sign. This year fellow New 
Zealander Andrew Stroud 
took the futuristic machine to 
victory in the Inaugural Brit- 
ish European and American 
Race Series, having twice 
won the twin-cylinder event 
at the annual Daytona Speed 
Week in the United States. 
Britten engines will also 
power a new range of road 
bikes. The Australian Maur- 
its Hayim-Langridge, who is 
reviving the American 
marque, Indian, will launch 
his custom-style cruisers In 
1997 with a loOOcc version of 
the V-twin motor. 

Britten, a qualified archi- 
tect. started building motor- 
cycles at his home in Christ 
church. New Zealand, in 1980. 
His first machine was raced 
in 1989 at Rapuna Park. New 


Zealand, but it was not until 
the early nineties that his cre- 
ation made its mark. 

A Scot, Jim Moo die, led the 
waterlogged 1993 twins race 
at Assen, Holland, on a Brit- 
ten, until brake problems 
forced him into second place, 
while last year the English 
rider Nick Jefferies competed 
on the bike at the Isle of Man 
TT, Northern Ireland's North 
West 200 and at Bonington 
Park. 

A tragedy at last year’s TT. 
the death of Mark Fanner 
from Ulster while competing 
on the VldOO, almost led Brit- 
ten, deeply depressed, to pull 
out of racing. The race team, 
says Jefferies, was like a fam- 
ily. and the Christchurch- 
based Britten Motorcycle 
Company, employing just 
eight people, has an Influence 
that far outweighs its size. 
Britten's engine features tita- 
nium conrods and valves, 
with twin camshafts for each 
cylinder. He designed his own 
fuel injection system and 
claimed his five-valve V1000 
produces an astonishing 
I60bhp. With no conventional 
chassis, the engine acts as a 
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Another Day 

October 3. 1876: Yesterday I 
received a novel from M. 
Huysmans, L'Ststotre d'ime 
flOe with a letter saying that 
the book had been seized by 
file censor . . . 

This persecution of a book 
similar to the one I am writ- 
ing .. . resulted in my dream- 
ing last night that I was in 
prison, a prison with stone 
walls looking like a stage-set 
of the Bastille. And the pecu- 
liar thing was this: I had been 
imprisoned simply for writ- 
ing La FiUe Elisa, which had 
not been pub l is h ed and was 
no further advanced than it is 


now. My fury at this action on 
the part of the Government 
may be imagined; and it was 
exacerbated, in my dre am , by 
the feet that I found myself in 
a big room in the company of 
c o l leagues with their heads 
shaven as if for the guillotine; 
colleagues with bloodless 
hands who talked preten- 
tiously, monocle in eye, about 
aesthetics; colleagues dressed 
in correct and sinister fash- 
ion, like a Baudelaire, or my 
barrister Doumere. — Pages 
From the Concourt Journal, 
edited by Robert Baldick. 
Oxford, 1978. 


Birthdays 


Easy rider . . . John Britten and his VlOOO racer 


mount for the front and rear 
suspension and bodywork. 
The dry weight of the whole 
machine is just 142kg. 

Instead of using normal 
telescopic forks for the front 
suspension, Britten designed 
a carbon-fibre wishbone and 
girder forks, with a single 
shock absorber mounted at 


the front of the Ihel tank. A 
carbon-fibre swingarm with 
linkages connects to another 
shock absorber In front of the 
forward cylinder. 

Britten leaves his wife Kir- 
steen and three young chil- 
dren, Sam, Isobel and Jessica. 
The factory will continue , 
and, as Jefferies points out. 


PHOTOGRAPH: JOt« NOBLE 

Britten’s designs will reap- 
pear for years to come. He al- 
tered the concept of the rac- 
ing motorcyle. 


Oily Duke 


John Britten, motorcyle de- 
signer, bom 1950; died Septem- 
ber 5, 1995 


Sir Stephen Brown, Presi- 
dent of fixe Family Division. 
71; Christopher Bruce, dan- 
cer and choreographer, 50; 
Chubby Checker, rock 
si n g er . 54; Lord Denham, for- 
mer Conservative Whip, 
Home of Lords, 68; Sir Ter- 
ence English, transplant sur- 
geon, master, St Catharine’s 
College, Cambridge. 63; Prof 
Philippa Foot, philosopher, 
75: Neale Fraser, tennis 
player, 62 ; Garry Herbert, 
rower, 26; Sir Roger Hervey, 
am b assador to Mexico, 61; 


Lord Knights, former chief 
constable. West Midlands, 75; 
Ray Lindwall, cricketer, 74; 
Ruggero Raimondi, operatic 
bass, 54; Sir Sonny Ramphal 
QC, former Commonwealth 
secretary-general, 67; Tim 
Melville-Ross, director- 
general. Institute of Direc- 
tors, 51; Steve Reich, com- 
poser. 59; John Suthern, 
jockey, 44; Gore Vidal, 
author. 70; Judge Monique 
Viner, QC, 69; George 
Wein, jazz musician, impre- 
sario, 70. 


Letter 


Dr Ernst Wangermann writes . : 
Your obituary of Professor Al- 
bert Goodwin (September 27) 
rightly emphasises his cour- 
tesy and modesty both of 
which I had reason to be 
grateful for. But I think his 
beet work is something nei- 
ther of your contributors has 
mentioned. The Friends of 
Liberty, a marvellously sym- 
pathetic and, at the same 
time, unsentimental and 
scholarly account of the Brit- 
ish democrats in the decade of 
the French Revolution. Pro- 
fessor Goodwin should be 
remembered alongside Ed- 
ward Thompson as one of the 
historians of Britain’s demo- 
cratic tradition. 


Death Notices 

LAC8Y. Norma, peacefully on 27 Sootem- 
ber Wife of John, mother ot Peter and MfcK 
" of Josh. Olivia. Tom. William. 


Lattice. Trial. Charley. Caspar No 
flowers, donations to L5E Foundation 
10171) 955 7D75 Service at St UlchaeTa 
Hlghgata- 12 noon. Monday 0 October 


RATCUFTC, Mar ga re t (Peggy), humanist 
and sotfatfct daughter ot 6.K. FtairiiBe. 
bom CalcUte. December 17. 1900, SI 
Hugh’s College. Oxford. British Information 
Sarrtce. NevYorV, retired to Brighton, died 
pxncetuhy September 2fl. 1WS. At tier 
request oc funeral ceremony, drlrtt a glass 
In her memory hriermaUon: Waiter, 13* 
rtorttHsnberfand Hoad, Harrow HA2 7HQ. 
■To ptaca your anmwcement telephone 
0171 911 9000 




Lost for words 

WHEN YOU open The Lost 
World you enter a strange ter- 
rain of one-page chapters, 
one-sentence paragraphs and 
one-word sentences. You will 
through the thick can- 
opy of authorial padding. It's 
a jungle out there, and jun- 
gles are “hot” — sometimes 
“very hot”. “Malcolm wiped 
his forehead. ’It’s hot up 
here.’ ” Levine agrees: “Yes, 
it’s hat" Thirty pages Liter 
It’s still hot. “ ’Jeez, it’s hot up 
here.’ Eddie said." And Le- 
vine agrees again: " ‘Yes,’ Le- 
vine said, shrugging." Out 
there, beyond the foliage, you 
see herds of cliches, roaming 
free. You will listen in 
"stunned silence" to an “un- 


earthly cry” or a “deafening 
roar". Raptors are "rapa- 
cious" . Reptiles are “reptil- 
ian”. Pain is "searing”. 

The job of characterisation 
has been delegated to two or 
three thrashed and down- 
trodden adverbs. "Dodgson 
shook his head irritably”. 

“ ’Handle what?’ Dodgson said 
irritably.” So Dodgson is irri- 
table. But ” 1 tell you It’s fine,’ 
Levine said irritably." "Le- 
vine got up irritably.” So Le- 
vine is irritable too. “Malcolm 
stared forward gloomily.” 

" ’We shouldn't have the kids 
here,’ said Malcolm gloom- 
ily.” Malcolm seems to own 
“gloomily": but then you irri- 
tably notice that Rosslter is 
behaving “gloomily" too, and 
gloomily discover that Mal- 
colm is behaving ■■Irritably”. 
Forget about “tensely” and 
"grimly" for now. And don't 
get me started on 
“thoughtfully”. 

Martin Amis grapples with the 
prose style of Michael Crichton 
in his Sunday Times reoiewof 
The Lost World. 

Now and when 


I everly has firmly established 


its reputation as the most ex- 
citing new literary magazine 
to appear in Paris since 
Henry Miller took out his 
glass eye during a cocktail 
party to Impress Anais Nin, 
and ended up in bed with Ger- 
trude Stein. It was soon after 
this that he left the country, 
forever. The Wheneverly 
does not make any compro- 
mises. We only publish the 

highest quality stories and 
saturated-fat recipes to keep 
you on file cutting edge of 
contemporary experimental 
literature and cuisine. We 
are firmly opposed to any at- 
tempt to identify our cynical, 
bloodthirsty and fun-loving 
generation with any letter of 
the alphabet We know what 
we want and. we are prepared 
to wait until someone gets 
around to giving it to us. . . 
Generations of young artistic 
people have come to Paris in 
the mistaken belief that this 
was a cultural mecta. Gen- 
erations of young artistic 
people have ended up drink- 
ing cheap red wine in filthy 
garrets, and paying exorbi- 
tant rents to arrogant land- 
lords while the rain filters 
slowly down on to fire leaden 
roofs spread beneath them. 


All of them caught the Paris 
flu. Nevertheless, genera- 
tions of young artistic people 
also need something to plug 
up the cracks in the windows 
and the space under the door 
— hence The Wheneverly. 

We are not proud, nor are 
we politically correct. We be- 
lieve in art which cannot 
only be appreciated by the 
masses, but also bought by 
them . . . We also believe in 
information superhighways 
... Virtual Light Virtually 
Everything. Whenever . . . 
From John Benson’s editorial 
for the most recent issue qf the 
Wheneverly, "An occasional 
journal of new literature by 
young expatriates in Paris, ap- 
pearing whenever they get 
around to it." Thanks to 
Andrew MacIntyre. 

Pope Colin 

THE CATHOLIC Church 
badly needs a strong and dis- 
interested figure to unite iL 
At present, right and left 
barely speak to each other. 
The right, from its position of 
power in the College of Cardi- 
nals, fulminates against con- 
dotns. gays and secular gov- 
ernment; it longs for the good 


old days when priests turned 
their backs to the congrega- 
tion and women knew their 
place (sewing vestments and 
baking wafers). The left, 
where all those uppity 
women have gone, whines 
about freedom of choice, po- 
litical justice and equal 
rights; most of its energy is 
directed towards turning 
“He” into “She/He” in the 
works of the Founding 
Fathers. Certain places have 
goffered aw m g natei n ab le 
flood of biretta-wearing fan- 

migrants from regions 
stricken by sympathy 
towards women priests; and 
these are proving hard to as- 
similate. The old ideal of 
“Many sheep, but one shep- 
herd". has become "Let each 
sheep do its thing”. 

General Powell is the per- 
fect candidate to bridge these 
divisions. As a blade, he 
offers an intriguing alterna- 
tive to the starchy white es- 
tablishment His motto, 
“First we cut it eft then we 
kill It” suggests a novel ap- 
proach to the labyrinth of 
sexual politics. He has al- 
ready proved himself valiant 
against evfl in all its forms, 

I from the pock-feced Noriega 


to the Satan of Baghdad .. . 

Hie does not bow fiie knee to 
Larry King or David Frost 
indeed, his ring still gleams 
with the kisses they have 
planted there. “How many 
divisions has the pope?” 
sneered Stalin. Under Pope 
Colin, better not to ask. 

Most important of all, he is 
the slave oTno faction. He 
does not yet know whether he 
is Catholic or Protestant, 
since he has never registered, 
and “neither suits me in its 
present state", to recent 


years both churches sought 

hfm | only tnfiwd Min wimmh- 
ted to God, family andtradi- 
tional values in the most frus- 
tratingly non-sectarian way. 
Indeed, the surest proof ofhis 
suitabilftyfor the Chair of St 
Peter is his feilnre to be 
stained by any issue 
whatsoever. 

The Economist reoealsitstip 

for the top: Colin Powell tasuc- 

ceed Pope John Paul U notBill 
Clinton, aspredicted. 

Tangoski 



The Economist . . . new Pope 


BALLROOM dancing and 
everything connected b of 
great interest for me. I am a 
scientist, exploring other 
planets in Space Research In- 
stitute, Moscow, Russia. At 
the same time, I am a humble 
but enthusiastic amateur 
dancer. Being above my 48 
years, for more then IQ years I 
spend several hours a week 
dancing La. the seniors’ 
studios in Moscow, which are 
plenty. I suspect seeing many 
tango show (including ones 
from Switzerland, Germany 
and Argentina) that our 
tango Is not genuine tango, 
butl try to do my best (study- 
ing videotapes from Black- 


pool). Ifl could be of any help 
for you or for your archive it 
wouldbeapleasureforme.lt 
may seem rather strange but 
tango music is very popular 
in Russia for 80 years. My 
mother played piano old Rus- 
sian tango created before 
1917. Before World Warn, 
during it and after it hun- 
dreds of tango were written 

in Russia. Also well known 
are classic tangos from 
abroad. Best regards. Alex. 

A contribution to The Tango 
Server, one of many Internet 
sites devoted to the danceform. 
The Tango Server, which 
provdes information on where 
to Tango around the world, 
can be accessed at http:// 
www.utne.com/lens/atc/ 
6atcqnlakgo.html. This contri- 
bution comes from Alexei 
Ekonomao, whose e-mail 
address is 

ekonomowgim. Ua.rssi.ru. 

Jackdaw wants your jewels. 
E-mail jackdaw@guardian- 
.co.uk.; fax 0171-718 436$ 
Jackdaw, The Guardian, 

119 Farrtngdon Road, 

London EC1R3ER. 


Dan Glaister 
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US orders 
Daiwa to 
pare down 
trading 


^ Notebook 




,*;V> * »vP.l 


M 


MERICAN authori- 


__ T. ni- i__ ii V-_L and ttie New York branch to 

" sarfc T ran in Wow Yorfc start a joint internal review 

on tiie gap between the time 
MERICAN author!- they learned of the trading 
ties yesterday dsliv- loss, in July, and when the 
ered a sharp rebuke authorities were informed, 
to Daiwa Bank as the more thari a month later. 
Reserve barred the In a separate list of allega- 
e bank, which, suf- Hons, which could lead to fhr- 
$1.1 billion (£733 mil- ther disciplinary measures, 
is because of a rogue the Fed accused Daiwa of “un- 


Federal Reserve barred the 
Japanese bank, which suf- 
fered a $1.1 billion (£733 mil- 
lion) loss because of a rogue 


Sterling risk that 
haunts Labour 


daddy like National Power. 
John Baker is allo wed to 
change his mind. Executives 
are paid to he pragmatic and 
adaptable. And the vogue set 
by NP*s smaller rival Power- 
Gen is for generators to buy 
RECs to create “broad inte- 
grated energy companies". 
Better be in on the party. 

■=rpr — : This Is the market at work 

Edited by and the Government has been 

Al/w/ Dn .rvimnr ’ amteat ao far to ait back and 
Ml ex Drummer let it work its magic in the 

belief that, coupled with a few 

UDGING by .his lake- well-laid plans like the intro- 
warm reception from the duction of full competition in 


trader, from expanding any safe and unsound practices 


trading activity In the tJS. 


and violations of law and teg- 


J w ar m reception from the duction of full competition in 
party faithful in Brigh- the electric i ty market in 1998, 
ton, Gordon Brown's attempt it will deliver the best deal for 
to appear both radical and the customer. 


credible failed its first test. 


The Fed. acting in concert ulation” at its New York 
with the New York State branch which had and could 
superintendent of banks, also in the future “have adverse 
ordered DaJwa’s New York effects on Daiwa’s operations 
branch to submit a plan in the US", 
wi thin five days “for the or- Specifically, the Fed said 
derly reduction” of the that the unauthorised trades 
branch’s trading activities arose due to the failure to es- 
*'to the minimum levels nec- tablish and maintain ade- 
essary to service customers, quale controls over securities 
conduct asset-liability man- trading operations and custo- 
agement and manage the risk dial services. Mr Iguchi, 
in existing trade' positions", when he was responsible for 
In effect, Daiwa’s New York bond trading, was also head 
branch has been told to atop of the branch's custodial de- 
lta profitable trading, which partment which held the 


Again, nobody is convinced 


The reaction to the Shadow — nor should be. Experience 
Chancellor was somewhat in telecommunications shows 
churlish. Mr Brown was solid competition does not of itself 
enough, flsshmg out his plan persuade consumers to shop 
to use a £3 billion windfall tax around. Most domestic BT 
on the privatised utilities to subscribers have stayed put 
fund an attack on youth un- and Mercury is happy to 
employment, and saying plough the more lucrative 
Labour would put a reduction business furrow for custom, 
in VAT on fuel and power to Isn’t it likely that in 1998 
S per cent ahead of cuts in in- the same will be true In the 


come tax. 

But of course, Mr Brown 


electricity market? Most cus- 
tomers of Southern and Mid- 


could farther hart the Japa- i 
nese parent’s bottom line. 

Roger Taillon, interna- 
tional hnnViwp analyst at the 


bank’s own securities and 
those belonging to others. 

Mr Iguchi's problems 
started when he lost $200,000 


credit ratings agency Stan- at the outset of his appoint- 
dard & Poor’s, said: “It's an ment as head of bond trading, 
indication of what regulators It was not a large sum for a 
feel about their controls. If s bank routinely doing tens of 
just one more blow to their milli ons of dollars in business 


cares less about the size of his lands (PowerGen’s agreed 
fan club in Brighton than partner) will remain custom- 
abbot how he is going down ers of what used to be their 
in the world outside, particu- old monopoly suppliers even 
lariy the City. It was to the in the unlikely event the reg- 
dealers and analysts of the ulator organised an infra- 
Square Mile that much of his structure (meters and billing 


speech was aimed. 


systems) sophisticated 


reputation.” 


daily. But Mr Iguchi tried to 


In a massive banking fraud I cover up his losses by making 


re minis cent of the Barings 
collapse, Daiwa, Japan’s 12th- 


onauthorised trades, which 
only deepened his problems. 


largest bank, announced last In order to hide those losses, 
week that New York bond Mr Iguchi sold securities 
trader Toshihide Iguchi lost owned by the hariV Because 
$ 1.1 billion over 11 years in he was responsible for the 
unauthorised trades of US branch’s custodial depart - 
treasury bonds. Mr Iguchi ment, he was able to sell secu- 
was arrested last week by FBI rities from Daiwa’s own ac- 
agents on .charges of falsify- count and falsify the records, 
ing records and forgery. The Fed painted out that 

As part of a long list of in- Daiwa failed to comply with 
structions, the Fed told Daiwa safe and prudent banking 
that an independent certified practices by not adequately 


Doubtless many will have enough to cope with proper 
bean Impressed by the asser- competition- Those suppliers 
Lions that “we will not build will also be big generators 
the New Jerusalem on a looking for new safe gamine” 
mountain of debt" and that streams. Customers beware, 
“the war against inflation is a Since the executives of 
Labour war”. But there was National Power and Power- 
something just a little too pat Gen cannot, for obvious 
about Mr Brown's neat reasons, be candid about it 
scheme for kick-starting let’s spell out the only real 
reco v ery while keeping a firm motivation for their wanting 
grip on taxes, spending and to buy regional electricity 


Inflation . 


companies. It is to make a 


accountancy firm, to be paid 
for by Daiwa, would conduct 
a review of the loss with a 


separating the trading func- 
tion from the back-room oper- 
ations. allowing Mr Iguchi to 


"detailed, forensic review of trade and do the record-keep- 
the transactions" that led to mg of the trades. The separa- 
the trading losses, an analysis tion of such functions in the . 

of the accuracy of branch re- US came Into force after the THE Guggenheim of car I takes and collects cars. 


cords and a complete verifica- debacle at the Bank of Credit parks . . . Under test in 
tion of New York branch as- and Commerce International Augsburg. Bavaria, this hi- 
sets and all other assets (BCCI). The lack of separation tech car park, which resem- 
en trusted to the branch for of trading and back-office op- bles the interior of the fam- 
safekeeping. erations also contributed to ous New York modern art 

The Fed also ordered Daiwa the Barings collapse. museum, automatically 


tech car park, which resem- 


writes Chris Barrie. 

Having paid, the driver 
waits while the lift — a 


Car parking companies pensive. They can also be 
are increasingly turning to frustrating if many drivers 
technology to increase se- want to leave simulta- 


An altogether gloomier al- packet out of their “captive” 
tentative was suggested by domestic customer-bases. 
Austin Mitchell at a lunch- Tough regulation is the 
time fringe meeting. Mr long-term answer. A Monopo- 
MitcheB could foresee the lies Commission enquiry is 
City giving its traditional vital in the short. Industry 
raspberry to labour., .in. the Secretary IanLang must act 
aftermath of an election vic- 
tory, and Eddie George trim- 
riling along to Mr Brown de- EmJ fairy 
•mwTirting an increase in bpse ■ 

^Wffiodo I AST week to London 
the trick. Mr Mitchell pro- I **£* ™?_3 gj** jL? 
dieted Labour would be 


AST week in London 
there was a great deal of 
■satisfaction among bank 


bles the interior of the fam- rotating disc seen lowering 
ous New York modern art three cars into place — 
museum, automatically returns their vehicles. 


curity and cut the amount neously, but this disc needs of European central banks 
of land they need. only 2.5 minutes to retrieve against the speculators, a 

However, automatic a car. loan that would be forthcom- 


However, ‘ automatic 
retrieval systems are ex- 


uauuui nuuiu uc V -L.- a » n. . 

required to seek the support 
of European central banks 

against the speculators, a SSfiPiEft 

loan that wmilri he forth«mi- including Site visits, had 


bru faces new 
Leeson battle 


Whistleblower 1 : 




.TTT— — ; The state can adopt any pri- 

pan Ationson vate prosecution, either to 

abandon or proceed with it. 
LEGAL battle with con- Traditionally, cases have 
stitutional implications been scrapped by the Crown 


Colonial Mutual ‘traitor’ to sue 
after firm makes him redundant 


sar- loan that would be forthcom- 

photograph: DovBSR enducher ing only if the pound rejoined 
the exchange -ate mecha- 

nism. Labour’s economic JE e 5Lf 

strategy would start to fall 
apart Any hopes of eliminat- a ' 

ing youth unemployment JLdbnnal style 

would be swept away by 

hi B w interest rates and the ^ ra J wn *■* of rogue 

trader Nick Leeson at Bar- 


windfall levy could be squan- 
dered in npp crazy afternoon 
on the foreign exchanges. 


^^mabout the state's right only when they are vexatious, 
to stop private prosecutions is frivolous or incorrectly put 


Richard Morton-Tsytor 


the company’s businesses in a “traitor", and warned he teria the company used to , 
Nottingham and Derbyshire, would be be held responsible, select individuals for redun- 


looming over the private 
prosecution of rogue trader 
Nick Leeson. 

This emerged after yeater- 


together. 

But there were suggestions 
yesterday that government 
action to halt this case might 


A FORMER employee of a employment benefit. 

large insurance com- His problems began in 1993 
pany will this week when two of the company's 
issue a High Court writ for sales staff told him that man- 


Nottingham and Derbyshire, would be be held responsible. 
His family now relies on un- Mr Smith alleges he was told 
employment benefit he would never work far the 

His problems began in 1993 industry again. 


Mr Smith alleges he was told dancy, and was later told the 
he would never work far the records had been lost 


BIAIl WO Ainu WUCH lirau I nmv ,J 

industry again. Mr Dehn said last night | JXTti. 

By January last year, he "Mr Smith’s case gives us lit- 
was suffering serious physi- tie confidence in how self-reg- 


day's announcement that the simply be linked to private as- damages claiming he was agers at Colonial’s Lincoln cal symptoms of stress. He I ulafcton works in practice in j ™ - 


Serious Fraud Office is con- 
sidering “adopting” the pros- 


surances given to the Slnga- made redundant for blowing branch were making ficti- contacted Guy Dehn, director the financial services field. 


^SefareSiexSmiS Howler, whereas the UK 

*6“ authorities were happy to put 

Barings back in business 

_ . , under new ownership but 

Power ploy with broadly the same man- 

agement which hatched the 

J OHN Baker, the chair- losses, the American authori- 
man of National Power, ties are taking no such 
can insist all he likes that chances. Daiwa has been 
he has been pursuing a coher- barred by the Federal Reserve 
ent policy by launching an from starting or expanding 
agreed bid for Southern Elec- any business until the au- 
trie. He will convince nobody, thorities are satisfied proper 
Sometime In late summer his procedures are in place, 
plans changed radically. Contrast that with Loudon, 

The same can be said at where the only battle about 


The same can be said at 


pore authorities that Britain the whistle on alleged 


ecu tion. launched last week will not stand in the way of } malpractices. 


by aggrieved bondholders in Mr Leeson's extradition to 
Barings bank, probably as a the island state, 
device to drop the case. The bondholders' solicitors. 

But the bondholders are SJ Berwin, confirmed they 
prepared to bankroll legal had been requested to supply 
action against the SFO to stop the SFO with a copy of the 
its director. George Staple, extradition request filed b> 
killing off their prosecution of Berwins with the Home Sec 


Peter Smith was told by the 
Colonial Mutual that his ser- 
vices were no longer needed 


tious reports, including in cor- of Public Concern at Work — Colonial Mutual, which is J 

reel records of meetings with a legal advice centre for based in Chatham, Kent, says 

clients. Such activities would whistleblowers - who ad- it treated Mr Smith's allega- JSJLJS, 

have been against the rules of vised him to pursue his com- tions of victimisation seri- feUow JL r ^?°T l1 p °T? r J*??’ J* 1 ? 1 05361 managErs 

the Life Assurance and Unit plaints at a high level within ously. “There is absolutely no ^ ^ w ™ a sugar funds at risk. 


SJ Berwin, confirmed they I after he made repeated at- Trust Regulatory Organ isa- 1 the company. 


Mr Leeson. The investors, 
who collectively hold £55 mil- considering the request traitor to the company", 

lion of Barings IOUs, will A decision on whether to His doctor has certified that 
lobby Sir Nicholas Lyeil. the adopt the private prosecution Mr Smith, aged 43, has since 
Attorney-General, to prevent would probably be made later suffered from “panic dis- 
the Crown adopting the prose- this week, said the SFO. order, depressive Illness, 


had been requested to supply tempts to persuade senior es- 
the SFO with a copy of the ecutlves to act against alleged 
extradition request filed by breaches of company and stat- 
Berwins with the Home Sec- utory regulations. He claims 
ret ary. The Home Office is he was accused of being “a 


traitor to the company". 

His doctor has certified that 


the Crown adopting the prose- 


order, depressive Illness, 


tion (Lautro). which has since 
become part of the Personal j 
Investment Authority. 

Mr Smith immediately i 
alerted his senior colleagues. 
He alleges he was told to for- 
get about the affair and 
warned that if be pursued the 
matter the livelihoods of com- 
pany staff would be at risk. 


connection, between [his 


Lautro, meanwhile, ap- redundancy] and bis blowing 
preached Colonial, although the whistle,” said a spokes 
it is unclear who alerted the woman. Mr Smith bad “prob- Pryjr 1713111 rfaftl iHlin rwtirfoiTYlfanr'O 
organisation. The company lems" with his immediate ' 1 1 Id! lUldUlUMf iy IvJll I Icll IOC 

subsequently asked kpmg. superior. fuels fears that economy will stall 


the management consultants, 
to conduct an inquiry. 


She said the KPMG report 
was drawn up for “internal 


cut ion in order to kill it. If which has already ruled out post-traumatic stress disorder But Mr Smith persevered. He 
this fails, they are thought applying on behalf of the and obsessive compulsive dls- says he received a telephone 


In July, despite his ex cep- purposes" and would not be 
tionai performance record — published. A spokeswoman 
his branch came top of the for the Personal investment 
company’s league table far Authority said its investiga- 


Sarah Ryki and 
jaiPapworth 


likely to ask for judicial 
review. 


Crown For Mr Leeson to be 
extradited to Britain. 


policy sales and client reten- 
tion — Mr Smith was made 


tions were private. 

Mr Smith’s case will be the 


and obsessive compulsive dls- says he received a telephone policy sales and client reten- tions were private. \ A/ORRIES that Britain's 

order”. call from a senior manager tion — Mr Smith was made Mr Smith’s case will be the VV sluggish economy could 

Mr Smith was a sales man- who accused him of “shop- redundant. He claims he was’ subject of a Channel 4 Cutting grind to a halt were fuelled 

ager responsible for running ping" fellow staff and of being prevented from seeing the cri- Edge programme this year. yesterday by data showing 

that the manufacturing sector 


since November 1992 — a 
period of great uncertainty 
after the exchange rate mech- 
anism crisis — and just above 
the borderline between 
growth and recession, which 
i8 60. 

Analysts expressed concern 
over the figures because the 


Lloyd’s denies survival plan 
is off course despite delay 


is growing at its slowest rate manufacturing sector has to 


far three years. 


date been the main driving 


— — — — ~rr the rescue falls, including the 

Pauline gwgcu scenario of Lloyd’s collapsing. 

Damon de Lazio, a member of 

T HE troubled Lloyd's of the group said: “The machine 
London insurance market is getting near the buffets and 
has delayed its plan to pro- it’s getting down to the hard 
vide loss maki-g Names with talking. The reconstruction 
details of Its proposed £2.8 bil- and renewal programme has 
lion survival package, amid got to work if Lloyd’s is going 
fears the olan Is facing dlffl- to survive.” 


Whistleblower 2; 


■Hie bad news from Britain's force behind recovery, 
purchasing managers was Weak domestic demand was 
. compounded by the country’s mainly responsible for the 

Shopfloor worker is $1 8m richer after Lucas settlement ffltS SSffyfi 5MSS 

prices in September were 2 per fared a set track in September. 


cent lower than a year ago. 

Despite reporting a slight 


has delayed its plan to pro- 
vide loss-maki-g Names with 
details of its proposed £2.8 bil- 
lion survival package, amid 
fears the plan is facing diffi- 
culties- 


Lloyd’s was supposed to age was still workable. “Tbe 
send this month personalised fundamentals of the recon- 


esti mates of how the offer will 
be split between each Name. 
Instead it will produce “Illus- 
trative” case studies of how 


age was still workable. “Tbe Frederick Copeland, 
fundamentals of Che recon- Mr Copeland worked at 
straction package remain as the Utah plant of the Lucas 


the)' always have been and 
the plan is on course,” a 
spokesman said, althongb he 


nnnnrfnw Claims Act, such whistle- year’s profits but agreed to The company insists that cent lower than a year ago. 

blowers are entitled to be- pay civil damages of the products performed to Despite reporting a slight 

tween 15 and 25 per cent of $88 million on top of crimi- specification but ac- rise of 0.3 per «# p.t compared 

SETTLEMENT totalling any settlement. Mr Cope- nal penalties of $18.5 mil- cepted that a legal bottle to August the wants 

#88 million (£56.5 mil- land negotiated $18 mil- lion agreed earlier this against the US government the Government to use next 

i) agreed by Lucas with lion, 21 per cent of the sum year. would be. costly and com- month’s Budget to stimulate 

US government will Lucas has agreed to pay, The settlement will mercially damaging. the Hbuslng market, 

fee a multi-m i ll ion a i re of The amount is the largest require an exceptional A spokesman said the The Purchasing Manag ers 

ner shopfloor worker ever awarded against a De- charge of £55 million in legal costs in the case were Index fell from a seasonall y 

derick Copeland. partment or Defense con- this year's accounts, and already 58 million higher adjusted 52.1 in August to 505 

Er Copeland worked at tractor and much bigger Lucas will provide for an than originally anticipated, last month, the lowest level 

Utah plant of the Lucas than expected. George extra £40 million to cover with two more years of liti- 

sidiary Western Geared Simpson, Lucas chief exec- restructuring and selling gation expected before an tourist rates — bank sells 

terns. He filed a com- utive. described it as “out Western Geared Systems. uncertain outcome. He ad- T 


#%$88 million (£56.5 mil- land negotiated $18 mil- 
lion) agreed by Lucas with lion, 21 per cent of the sum 
the US government will Lncas has agreed to pay. 


survive.” make a multi-millionaire of The amount is the largest 

Lloyd's insisted the pack- former shopfloor worker ever awarded against a De- 
le was still workable. “Tbe Frederick Copeland. partment of Defense con- 


would be. costly and com- month's Budget to stimulate 

mercially d amag i n g. the Hbuslng market. boosted UK gilts after the 

A spokesman said the The Purchasing Managers auction debacle last week as 
legal costs in the case were Index fell from a seasonally gilt buyers responded to sims 
already 58 million higher adjusted 52.1 in August to 505 of low inflation and a proba- 
than originally anticipated, last month, the lowest level blc base rate cut 


HSBC UK economist Ian 
Shepherdson said: “The over- 
all index is perilously dose to 
suggesting a new downturn in 
industry.” 

But he said, the PMI had 
boosted UK gilts after the 
auction debacle last week as 
gilt buyers responded to signs 


Names with different losses conceded that the original 
and personal circumstances mm to present Names with 


might be affected. 

Lloyd's action group lead 
ers have formed a steering 


de tailed information oh the 
likely size of individual com- 
pensation packages in Onn- 


subsidiary Western Geared 
Systems. He filed a com- 
plaint against the company, 
which was joined by the US 
government, alleging that 
employees had falsely certi- 


Slmpson. Lucas chief exec- 
utive. described it as “out 
of all proportion to the 


lied work on gearboxes tor year. 


issues involved”. The de- Lucas will aim to escape 
fence turnover of the sub- the block on bidding for US 
sldiary was 540 million a defence contracts. 


estern Geared Systems. uncertain outcome. He ad- 
As part of the settlement, mitted that Lucas had 
ticss will aim to escape underestimated the impact 


body In ronsirii-r lln- options If i ber would slip. 


fighter aircraft . 
Under Hie l J S 


Lucas had provided 
False S.io million against last 


Lucas admitted that for- 
mer employees at the -Utah 
plant falsely certified work. 


on the subsidiary’s opera- Canada 2.05 
tions. which he said were Cyprus 0.B875 
being hampered by having S* ,mai i** z 
to deal with government iii- ' " anc * T5Z ■ 
spertors and lawyers. _ 


Australia 2.Q1 Gsrmany 2.1BS MaHa 0.545 South Africa 5 5fl 

Austria 15.ZS Oroace 358.00 NattierlandB 148 Spain 188 S3 

Bolgluip 45.00 Hong Kong -11.98 Now Zealand 2.35 Sweden 10 82 

j"**® 8 -®, Norway 9.68 SwHrerlano 1.78 
Cyprus 0.8875 Ireland 0J6 Portugal 230.00 Turkey 74,094 

Denmark Q£Z Israel 474 Saudi Arabia 5.69 USA 7 54 

France 7 52 • Italy 2.500 • Singapore 2.22 - 


Turkey 74,094 
USA 1.54 


Si-ppfwri tv WdiWraf San* mcloMo ftHJian rupee anj tame* aimeli 
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News in brief 


Diamond miner gives 
De Beers ultimatum 


ASK70N Mining, 40 per cent owner of Australia's Argyle— the 
world’s biggest diamond mine — threatened yesterday to walk 
oat of the worldwide diamond-trading monopoly controlled by 
the De Beers company unless Ashton Is given a better deal on 
prices and purchases. 

Earlier this year, Ashton accused Da Beers of having made 
deep, secret cats In world diamond prices as a result of de- 
pressed world conditions, a charge De Beers denied. In its latest 
broadside, Ashton, whose earnings have suffered from De 
Beers' ‘‘rebalancing*' of gem prices — said its contract with the 
monopoly expires in znid-1996 and will be renewed only if 
grievances are met Ashton ruled out setting up an alternative 
sales channel in partnership with Russian producers, some of 
whom are themselves demanding better terms from De 
Beers. — Don Atkinson 


Fokker £100m deeper in red 


FOKKER, the Dutch aircraft-mater negotiating a near-£l billion 
rescue package with ite major shareholders, Daimler-Benz Aero- 
space and the Dutch govemmen t, reported yesterday that third- 
quarter losses amounted to £100 million. 

The losses brought the total for the year so far to £355 million 
and included an unspecified amount set aside to cover restructur- 
ing costs. Fokker reported to the Amsterdam stock exchange that 
itnow had negative shareholder equity of around £80 million. The 
exchange said that it was satisfied with the information and 
would continue Foster's listing. 

Fokker has called an extraordinary meeting for November 29 to 
tell shareholders about its rescue plans. Emergency financing 
from Daimler-Benz I nt er se r v ice, arranged earlier this year, win 
cover Fokker until the end of the year, by which time it hopes to 
have the rescue package in place. — Bloomberg. 


Wool House development row 

A ROW has broken out between the Crown Estate and Chelsfield. 
the property group, over a prestigious office development near 
Buckingham Palaaa. Chelsfield wants to develop the 115,000sq ft 
site, the Wool Hbuse at St James's, on which it has a 91-year tease 
with a nominal rent, into an office complex. 

But the Crown, which owns the property's freehold, has not yet 
agreed to the development; and is understood to be staffing In the 
hope of Chelsfield impr ov in g Its terms. 

Chelsfield, which has already secured planning permission and 
financial backing fbr the development, said it was re-examining 
alternative uses for the building. 

rhai rmnn KHln tt Hwnarri admitted; “The (fisCUialOnS art* prov- 

ing mare protracted than anticipated.” He added, however, that 
he was stfll "hopeful” of reaching an agreement — Ian Ring 


Bloomberg’s £35m gesture 


MICHAEL Bloomberg, the sacked Salomon Brothers trader 
whose eponymous information service is trying to rival the likes 
of Reuters, yesterday sought the cachet cf global p hilanthr opist 
by donating $55 million (£35.7 million) to the Johns Hopkins 
University in America. 

The 53-year-old divored, whose personalfortune Is estimated at 
more than $2 billion and who admits to a soft spot for Hollywood 
actress Sharon Stone, Is a graduate of Johns Hopkins where he is 
chairelect of the university’s board of trustees. He also heads 
Johns Hopkins' fund-raising campaign which so far secured 

pledges worth $467 million. — Lisa Buckingham 


Lynx pounces on Vistec 


THE lynx computer software systems and services group is 
taking over the Vistec computer services group for £22 miHion. 
The agreed all-share offer is worth 17.8p per Vjstec share and has 
been accepted by holders of 22 per cent ofVlstec’s equity. " 

Although it is a far cry from the 34J5p at which the group's 
shares were traded two years ago. the bid price gives a 15 per cent 
premium an Friday’s closing price and Vistec shareholders will 
also receive a Q_25p-a-share special dividend. 

Roger Pinnington, Lynx diainnan, said: “The acquisition at 
Vistec will increase substantially Lynx's capabilities.'' Bob Mor- 
ton. Vistec chairman, blamed problems in integrating two acqui- 
sitions for a slump from a £3. 4 million profit to a loss of £327,000 in 

toe year to April. — Tony May 


Aran dismisses Arco offer 


ARAN Energy, the Irish oil explorer fighting a £161 million 
takeover bid from the American oil group Atlantic Richfield 
(Arco), will today claim It is worth almost twice what Arco ls 
offering. 

A report drawn up as an Independent asset valuation indicates 
tost Aran's assets are worth about E255 million, valuing toe 
shares at about 95p. Arco'6 bid is 60p. The report Is expected to say 
that assets described by Arco as "high risk" — including Aran's 
state In the SchiehaDion field west of toe Shetlands— have been 
undervalued by the Americans. — Ian King 


OUTLOOK/Generator offers £2.8bn for Southern Electric- CHRIS BARRIE reports 



Hie power brokers NP finance director Brian Birkenhead (left) and chairman John Baker ponder their £2.8 billion bid for Southern Electric 


PHOTOGfiAPH: E HAMILTON WEST 


National Power joins battle 


A T THE company's 
annual meeting in 
July, National 
Power chairman 
John Baker as- 
sured shareholders that there 
was scant chance of the elec- 
tricity generator buying one 
of the 12 regional electricity 
companies in En gland and 
Wales. Hie was not interested 
In expanding the company's 
exposure to the regulatory 
system, he said. 

Yesterday he presented 
shareholders with a £2.8 
billion takeover bid for South- 
ern Electric. Only last month 
National Power’s rival, 
PowerGen, announced an 
agreed £2 billion offer tor 
Midlands Electricity. 

With the backing of the 
Southern board. National 
Power is offering 825p in cash 
for each Southern share, plus 
a special dividend of 185p. 
Some shareholders will be 
able to reclaim a tax credit 
relating toe dividend, hoist- 
ing the value of the -offer In 
these cases to £10.56 a share. 

The offer is a 20 per cent 
premium over last Thurs- 
day's closing price of South- 
ern shares, the day before 
Southern announced it was in 
talks. For shareholders who 
have held the stock since pri- 
vatisation at 240p. the offer 
crowns five years of growth. 

Mr Baker, one of the elec- 
tricity industry's more force- 
ful characters, rejected the 
suggestion that National Pow- 
er’s strategy had been turned 
on Its head by the takeover 
frenzy in the industry. 



Shareholder information update 


Manweb’s response 
to ScottishPower’s 
final offer 


To hear your Board’s advice 

call 

0800 55 66 22 

(English language) 
or 

0800 55 60 33 

(Welsh language) 


Dnww* nl Mamwb pit w iw p*rte« ’■nMMVt for tfo* aSxHManwx. Thm* Ctacoora wnfom *a». to twit o* •for* end 
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Power struggle 




*£».• 


Generating 

companies 

Produce electricity 
from raw materials 
supplying National 
Grid. 


Nudear Electric is In 
be privatised with 

„ , _ Scottish Nuclear as 

Nuclear Bectric part of a new group 

called British Energy 
next June 



Grid chief keeps 
tight grip on cash 


National Grid 

High voltage el 
transmission, su 
regional electricity 
companies. 


Regional 

electricity 

companies 

Distribution of electricity 
within a region. After the 
1990 privatisation these 
companies own 
National Grid. 


• Easton Group Q 

* Nnrweft Q 

• Seaboard' 

* East Midlands Electricity 

* Lawton Electricity 

• Southern Bectric e 


Manieeb © 

• Sooth Wales Bo 

• Midlands SetWdftf 

• South Western 

• Northern Bedtfc 


• YortaddroBs^ 


Kwy 


1 Hanson bought Eastern Group for £2L5bn 

2 Competing bids of around £1 .7bn from 
North West Water and two Texan companies 

3 National Power has bid E2.8bn 
for Southern Electric 


4 Scottish power has bid £1 bn fbr Manweb’ 

5 PowerGen has bid £l.9bn- for 
Midlands Bectricity 

6 Bought far £1 bn by Southern Company, 
Atlanta, Georgia 



The desirability of merging 
with a regional electricity 
company had always been 
high on the agenda, ha said, 
but only recently had the 
Trade and Industry Depart- 
ment signalled that it would 
he allowed. 

To meet undertakings given 
to the Industry regulator. Na- 
tional Power will sell three 
coal-fired power stations for 
£1 billion. The plant, valued 
at £200 million in National 
Power’s books, generates 
4,000 megawatts. 


The deal has been put 
together at such speed that 
key details on cost savings 
(£30 million from the closure 
of Southern’s head office, ac- 
cording to City sources), gear- 
ing (over 100 per cent for a 
brief period towards the year- 
end) and even toe fixture of 
two Southern directors were 
not available yesterday. 

The deal goes farther to 
restructure the industry than 
the six bids preceding it 
With the sale of the generat- 
ing plant, the company’s mar- 


ket share will fell to 20-25 per 
cent in toe 1996-97 financial 
year compared with 34 per 
cent last year. Real competi- 
tion in generation will a£ last 
be under way. 

The deal should prompt a 
wider reappraisal of toe gen- 
erating companies. The stock 
market has tended to view 
them as safe if unexciting 
bets. 

Now the focus is switching 
to the cyclical nature of their 
earnings, 1 and their conse- 
quent need for the steady in- 


Sfanon Beavfs 
Industrial Editor 


T HE National Grid 
chairman at the centre 
of allegations of board- 
room greed yesterday dis- 
missed calls fbr him to 
waive a lucrative pay-out 
from the company and said 
he felt no guilt in accepting. 

David Jefferies Is head of 
a four-man team of senior 
Grid directors who stand to 
gain special dividends 
totalling £325,000 from a 
government-backed deal to 
float their company in De- 
cember. The special divi- 
dend is on top of pay and 
perks worth an estimated 
£2 million to Mr Jefferies 
and a further £2 million to 
his three colleagues. 

The four have been 
roundly criticised by 
Labour, while the Chancel- 
lor, Kenneth Clarke, and 
Energy Minister, Tim Eg- 
gar, have made clear their 
anger at their decision 


which has overshadowed 
the promises that the float 
will lead to £50 rebates fbr 
all electricity customers. 

But yesterday, in bis first 
comments since the latest 
“fat cat” row erupted, the 
Grid chairman once more 
refused to yield to govern- 
ment pleas to waive his 
rights. He said: *T fed sim- 
ply that what I choose to do 
with the money will be my 
derision." 

Mr Jefferies, who stands 
to make a personal gain of 
just under £200,000 from 
the float said: “I believe 
that small shareholders are 
entitle&fo a dividend in toe 
same way-as large ones. Zf 
this principle were -to he 
breached it could have hor- 
rendous consequences." • 

Southern Electric's chair- 
man, Geoffrey Wilson made 
ft clear that the special 
dividend was not designed 
for the benefit of directors 
and had pat pressure on the 
Grid four to waive their 
dividends. 


come brought by regional 
electricity companies. How- 
ever, that income could be 
threatened if Labour comes to 
power — toe party would 
revise the regulatory system 
and impose a windfall tax — 
just as toe domestic market 
becomes more competitive. 

The generators will then be 
embroiled in competition 
windfall taxes; before they 
chose to buy regional electric- 
ity companies, Labour had 
quietly excluded them from 
its tax plans. This reappraisal 


of the value of electricity gen- 
eration may affect the valua- 
tion of the nudear sell-off 

National Power said that Its 
overseas expansion would 
continue as fast as ever, de- 
spite buying Southern. But if 
the group's vision of fierce 
competition at home comes 
true, there must be doubt 
about its ability to do so much 
abroad. 

The customer, as usual, has 
to make do with pledges of 
better standards cf service at 
some time in the future. 


Rights issue not 
First Choice 
for shareholders 


Ian King 


S hares of First 
Choice, Britain's 
third-la rgest tour 
operator, lost a fifth of 
their value yesterday, after 
the group announced a col- 
lapse in profits and 
launched a £44 million 
rights issue amid fears 
about its ability to meet 
regulatory requirements. 

First Choice shares 
crumbled 18p to 70p — 
against the rights price of 
60p — as rumours swept 
the City that financial insti- 
tutions bad prevented it 
from launching the issue at 
a higher price. 

Admitting that full year 

pre-tax profits would tum- 
ble from £1B million last 
time to just £1 million, 
chief executive Francis 
Baron said trading condi- 
tions daring the summer 
had been tough. 

Announcing three acqui- 
sitions — British ski holi- 
day operator Skibo nnd, 
Irish tour operator JWT 
Holidays and the remain! 
half of Canadian tour 
ness Fiesta West — fbr a 
maximum total of £41 mil- 
lion, Mr Baron Insisted the 
rights issue was an oppor- 
tunity to “top up" the 
group's balance sheet. 

Bat City analysts said 
that without -a one-off 
profit of £10 million this 


year First Choice would 
have plunged into the red. 
They added that even with- 
out yesterday's acquisi- 
tions the company would 
have needed a rights issue 
at some point and pointed 
out that it had come close 
to breaking the capital and 
regulatory requirements 
imposed by the Civil Avia- 
tion Authority. 

Meanwhile, it emerged 
that Thomas Cook, the com- 
pany's largest shareholder, 
was shunning the cash rati. 

Cook, whose .stake is 
being diluted from 21 per 
cent to around 14 per cent 
as a result of the issue, is 
believed to be searching for 
a buyer fbr its shares but 
has agreed not to sell any 
for six months. 



i Baa -Xi 

EMU disarray deepens 


DwHGow 


ISARRAT at the heart 
of the German govern- 
ment over progress 
towards European currency 
union deepened yesterday 
when a parliamentary leader 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
ruling coalition demanded 
renegotiation of toe Maas- 
tricht treaty. 

Count Hermann Otto 
Solms, leader of toe liberal 
Free Democrats' parliamen- 
tary group, called for Brus- 
sels and Frankfurt, seat of the 
future European central 
bank, to be given toe statu- 
tory right to veto, in effect 
national budgets and impose 


sanctions on currsocy union 
members breaching pro- and 
post-entry criteria. 

His comments, In an inter- 
view with Dm- Spiegel maga- 
zine published yesterday, go 
even farther than demands 
made recently by Theo Wai- 
geL toe finance minister, and 
contradict the views of Mr 
Kohl and his FDP foreign 
minister, Klaus TCinlml. 

The Chancellor’s closest 
aides rejected Count S olms ' 
approach and denied alleged 
remarks from Mr Kohl that 
he was shifting his position 
towards the UK view that cur- 
rency onion could miss its 
target date of January 1, 1999, 
by two years or more. 

Mr Kohl’s reported com- 


ments were, his advisers said, 
merely a restatement of his 
view that meeting the EMU 
criteria had far greater prior- 
ity than sticking to toe time- 
table. 

“But he also believes a 
strict timetable can enforce 
monetary and fiscal disci- 
pline so these criteria are 
met,” one senior aide said. 

Count Solms said the Maas- 
tricht treaty should be 
amended to "prolong the 
binding nature of the conver- 
gence criteria, for example 
low public borrowing and 
minimal inflation, beyond the 


start date". He added: "We 
need sharper tools which can 
be used to enforce budgetary 
discipline if necessary." 


Russia ‘on brink of revival* 


MarfcMBnsr 
European 


Business Editor 


. USSIA'S economy could 
f-^be on. the threshold of 
I 1 reversing the prolonged 
decline in output that hac 
marked toe post-communist 
era. according to the Organi- 
sation for Economic Co-opera- 
tion and Development 

But in its first study of Rus- 
sia, the OECD warns that pro- 
gress towards a market econ- 
omy has not been uniform 
and much remains to be done 
in areas such as economic 
policy legislation, land 
ownership, financial market 
development, tax and crime. ' 

“If macroeconomic stabili- 
sation is successful during 


1965, and toe momentum of 
liberalisation is wwtntHimwt 
toe economy could enter a 
period of rapid growth. Some 
upturn in GDP appears to 
have begun in toe first half of 
1995 and may accelerate to 
annual rates of up to 10 per 
cent In 1996." says the OECD. 

It warns that if inflation 


remains high and the authori- 
ties do not continue to en- 
courage the development of 
the commercial sector, “the 
upturn couldfelter”. 

In the report the OECD 
highlights what tt regards as 
toe “special origins and char- 
acteristics ” of Russian entre- 
preneurship. It notes that 
much of the money which hac 
been used to finance new 
enterprises since market lib- 


eralisation was actually 
earned In the black market 
(toe OECD uses toe term 
“second economy”). 

More than one in five mem- 
bers of the Russian Union of 
Producers and Entrepreneurs 
had been convicted of crimes 
tinder the Soviet regime. 

Though inheritance from 
the Soviet underground econ- 
omy may explain links be- 
tween crime and business in 
some areas, toe OECD argues: 
“While underground activity 
under communism may have 
provided some of the experi- 
ence needed to work toe mar- 
ket economy, the disrespect 
for law will have serious ad- 
verse effects in the drive to 
develop a private market 
economy.” 
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Els leads a field with 
major omissions 


David Davies on a World Match Pfay 
missing half the year’s major champions 


T HE Toyota World 
Match Flay Champion- 
ship, to be played at 

Wentworth next week, 

has one of the better fields of 
Its recent history but it still 
has only two of 1995's four 

major championship winners. 

Ben Crenshaw and Steve 
EDdngton, winners of the US 
Masters and the US PGA, will 
be there, but the US Open 
winner Corey Pavln. the man 
everyone thinks he can beat 
but cannot, and the Open 
champion John Daly, perhaps 
the most intimidating match 
player of the times, are both 
missing, 

Pavln, prior to winning the 
US Opai, had committed him- 
self to a conflicting event In 
Asia while Daly is trapped by 
the ridiculous US Tour rule 
which limits its members to a 
tiny number of “releases" 
should there be a Tour event 


the same week. Daly Is one of 
golfs great attractions be- 
cause of his big hitting but he 
is also the Open champion 
and as such should be allowed 
to play more in Europe. 

Bath would have added in- 
terest to the field, as would I 
the presence of Greg Norman 
and Nick Faldo, the latter 
missing for the first time 
since 1986. He has won fee 
title twice in that time but 
this year, as he is concentrat- 
ing on playing in America, 
feels he is better off staying 
there to prepare for the 
$3 million US Tour Champi- 
onship two weeks after the 
Toyota. Norman, over here 
the .week after Wentworth for 
the Dunhill Cup, has declined 
to come a week early. 

There are, though, four 
players in the Sony rankings 
top 10, eight of the top 20 and, 
in Colin Montgomerie and 




Absentees . . . Daly, left, and Pavin are otherwise engaged 


Sam Torrance, two Scots. 
Montgomerie regained the 
lead in the Volvo Order of 
Merit over Torrance on Sun- 
day when- he finished Joint 
third in the European Open, 
but the Toyota, despite a prize 
fund that features £170,000 for 
the winner, will not influence 
that particular battle. The 
money is unofficial. 

Torrance was "flabbergast- 
ed’' to discover that, despite 
three wins this season, he 
was not among those initially 
invited to play this event Se- 
veriano Ballesteros, however, 
subsequently dropped out of 
golf to rest for five months 
and Torrance was brought in. 
It will be his third appear- 
ance. having previously 
played in 1984 and 1985. 

Thankfully Ernie Els, the 
defending champion of whom 
we do not see enough, will be 
back. Els has done well to es- 
tablish himself as a major 
force in American golf this 
year but will shortly be decid- 
ing whether to return, at least 
on a tiTnitad basis, to the 
European tour. While enjoy- 
ing the better facilities and 
the easier travelling In Amer- 
ica, he misses the camarade- 
rie of Europe. 

The field is completed by 
Bernhard Langer, winner last 
week, by Nick Price, by Eat- 
suyoshi Tomori, the bow to 
the sponsors, and by Lee Jan- 
sen, arguably the best Ameri- 
can gbllbr this year but who 
was ignored by Lanny Wad- 
kins when it came to fee cap- 
tain’s picks in the Ryder Cup. 
His presence will be welcome 
at Wentworth, just as his ab- 
sence was at Rochester, 
where he would surely have 
made a difference. 
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Dettori faces 
irresponsible 
riding charge 



Spirited defence . . . Ernie Els will fly from the US to defend Ms title 


KenOttver 

■■RANKIE DETTORI, 
■■fresh from his brilliant 
I ■ win -on Lammtarra in 
Sunday's Arc do Triomphe, 
rah into trouble wife the Pon- 
tefract stewards yesterday 
after being found guilty of Ir- 
responsible riding on the uni 
placed La Alia Wa Asa in fee 
concluding Caroni Maiden 
Stakes. 

ft was fee champion Jock- 
ey's third riding offence of fee 
season and he has been 
referred to the Jockey Club 
stewards atPortman Square. 

Dettori had started the 
meeting off with a winner, his 
296th of the season, when 
scoring on Warbrook in fee 
Claxton Bay Maiden Stakes 
and was presented wife a 
bottle of champagne by fee 
course executive to mark 1 
Lammtarra ’s victory. j 

Mark Rimmer, whose ! 
mount Lancerette was dis- 1 
qualified after winning fee 
Caroni Maiden Stakes, was 
banned four days (October 11- 
14), also for irresponsible 
riding. 

Adrian Maguire was also in 
trouble with fee stewards. 
The Irishman, p-h aytng his 
first jumping title, was 
banned five days from Octo- 
ber 11 for using "his whip wife 
undue force and frequency on 
Wild Strawberry, who fin- 
ished runner-up in the 
Salmon Spray Challenge Tro- 
phy Band leap Hurdle at 
PontwelL 

Roger Hoad, the Lewes 
trainer, will be called before 
fee Jockey Club Disciplinary 
Committee after it was found 
frank baron tha t Elburg had four prohib- 


ited substances in his urine 
after winning fee Tote Mara- 
thon Handicap at Pontefract 
on May L 

• Elburg, who was giving 
Hoad his first Flat success in 
fee last five seasons, is due to 
run at Pontefract in two 
weeks — his first outing since 
feat victory. 

The Horseracing Forensic 
Laboratory reported that 
analysis of fee urine taken 
from Elburg indicated fee 
presence of caffeine, theobro- 
mine, theophylline and 

paravawfhme- 

Hoad said: "I have been 
using a tonic called Red Cell 
for some time. It comes from 
America and I buy It in feree- 
and-a-half litre tins. 

“An i can think of is feat 
one of fee cans was contami- 
nated. it would not be bard 
for they are sold without a 
sealed lid. 

‘T cannot ' see what else it 
can be, my stables have very 
tight security and my house 
is in the centre of fee stables. 
It would be easier to get into 
Fort Knox.” 

David Pipe, the Jockey 
Club's director , of public af- 
fairs, said: "It is very rare to 
find such a number of indi- 
vidual drugs administered, 
but different substances can 
be found in different 
tre a tments." 

The findings' were con- 
firmed by fee French Labora- 
tory in Paris, who performed 
a counter analysis. “We al- 
ways take this action,” added 
Pipe- "We agreed that we 
should do so with either fee 
Irish or fee French authori- 
ties. This method of confirma- 
tion has been in use since 
January.' 1 


Redcar with form guide 


II Warwick runners and riders 
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CMAVW ponrti Stcnty way ana Mnaya taiana cn decu! tnen tmcc ell las ct 1 5 m raca woo By Cateob 
;HaniiO>7i 3d- 


4.40 UJ I MMIUH HANDICAP 3T07fC3iB03 

1 410-50 BMQOB OF FHK (11) Don Enrtco lncaaS^7 KtelWktaMO 

2 2KJM0 <HKrSI(AAM(10|(D) EAWM 0-5 3WMNrortfc4 

3 305000 BABRSLOF HOPS (1iq(D)JEyro 9-4 BDHHana 

28* 

4 545243 QUUjm (20) MDodtB-9 J j a r, a 

9 36812D SECOND CELLO (21) (Df 0 Morris (W LDaltteB 

B 045010 BKKY 11013 (17) 0 Btwwty 9-1 HFMnU 

7 234316 ST AH OP 0010(34) OB) C Ioanna 9- 1 JHMB22 

B U00SHABnSHATB(11}(t0*WUteMH7B-)2 PM cJI .D— 27 

• 128042 MSTOBWlZtlSOIfllD (8) UnL Per ran 0-11 CTaagna [S)X* 

10 026 HASTBI CHAIOIR (B4) llrt J RwnaODi B-10 BDartoflf 

11 564200 SANS0FSTHABr(1B)j WaOal-6 JlCnaaorta* IB 

12 0*-tEOD OUESnOHAU(B)|C0JBetTyB-4 JCamBBO 

IB 920000 PC’S CMIBHI{10)J Eyre 8-1 — HUM* 8* 

14 213206 nmo scone (88) (D) M H ElMBiOy B-0 5HHanaj29* 

II 8S3K TOMUU.(14) (C) H Ingran 7-13 J Tata IB 

IB DC120 PlOCKLEi KBIT (IB) (QMHEuHitN 7-11 -LChmoskT 

17 n HADAIOUTTHBOnL(21)OCoigrov97-11 9 Daria* 2B 

15 400 SBC imous (179) OCtoonar 7-10 ._ _DHWMI(3)2B 

19 000310 CUBAE 10(28) (DO (BF)WNM)IU 7-9 JtHaolJV 17 

90 0S2055 nmr HATS (16) S Bowr, nfl 7-4 ... .. Cten. D Htel ' 

10* 

21 40*42? TTKnKTHALmUHyanT^ MBaMOTIS 

22 190063 7SUAWAI7CH{B)JGdUtt7-fl JMa4 te y(7)23 

32 04E6SD BOUND THICK (30) GBraiHty7-B P PHarp8T(B) 

12 

94 054210 BOOST (38) CThorotor 7-7 KSfcad{7)24 

29 004D4 CtULKY BANCZR{1B)(HF) HCatmondgaT-T JoHurwnfT) 

21 

28 000014 PRMCS PBJJBM1IK (29) C Doyw 7-7 .H VarfafP) 11 

27 000210 PSUIE PH0 M TT (9) U W EastarOv 7-7 . .P Faaaay (S) 3* 

2B EDS DQHIARnATA (122) C BooOl 7-7 _H K —a4y1B I 

29 000 AU.HOH0UR(89)0aa|aiwi7^ P Dov (7)9 

30 00-5000 CAROL AAAM (77) NBycn>IT-T Bli my )T)1 

TOP ramnPBiOrHBag B,3aaa-dCMto7,Taanl8 

laBtaH 0-t Second Cano 10-1 3ar <3 Cota Ourftag. 12-1 Tonal. The MeoraV ShattftiayM. Prtne 
Prapany, U-1 Benw Ol Nona SOranwra 

RMEOUDE-EAHEELOH HOPS Always bfinmd |u« War 171 UUi ol IS to SouW Host, wtti GULF 
SHAAOt (g« 2B| *Nny« baninfl. |a« *«H> 4t Dack am o> is (ibydixt 7( G3) 

QUBIBKH Stna uo In top. M ime. head-ay nw I nut snyad on to-arda hast, Un 40 3rd u AUyana 
(Bawtoy 9.001 

99COHP CM AO: Bln 1ZB na ol U to Be Wamad iTamput ft GUI 

IUIH CHAHTMT Tracked leadens, rtdden and tan Kprcaesilng I out 2n GDI « « la 5hmtm 
tPqrtHr aa lay QBFml 

■DHO sco^iCaCtaM leaden. 4» ai KmgK. nddoi Mo* dtounca. aoon aaatteed. &n 71 fids d I to 
Eoueny iThMh lav Fay. 

TOHALi Headway aw 3 flat »««T ctosnea i ml omwee. am SO Hii ol i«to Ouaslo iEp»m tai. i3d-S». 
DOHHA PUOATAI Tucked leaden Ol last place Hart-ay. toon Mfind. Mb 2BB last ol S to UWm Hm 
iCateak 71, Gd) 


5. 1 0 OUBBOIWUBH HAIHH STAKES 3TO M 24^49 

1 2-20554 CnUH BAT (89) J terry »-0 .. J Carrel B 

2 423 OKTATIOIf (49)(BQ R Chvfidn 90 ~ . JIDartoy 1 

3 00 ran BAID MONT (fa) II Hsaton-ESa B-0 . Three 4 

4 000-ITI9ROir(3O7)SQcHngi1M) . HFMaaB 

9 *2- HUATAE (493) G L Uoore M . ... tMteMtl 

a 50-053 BAJAM raotnwn (1V) F Lsa B-9 JWamrS 

7 53*442 IHTIAASH (21) P VTll-yn B-8 RWbl 

B 386*- HAHOAHKT1U9SI AMHA (3B3) E AWOtl M JO WW . ru. 10 

9 30 HUmsTHAim(10)JFsnunie3-9 M Verity (3)8 

10 5 9 U BSB MP P B (18) 0 lod&r 6-9 ADMttrfr 

TOP NNITVft UotarilM 8, SaorisaHa 7, Wteah B 

BaMaH 7-4 DrSHiUA. 5-2 SonwehB 7-3 Intauh. 8*1 UuRan. tO-t Comaes Bay IQrs-Bin 

ram ODBX- CSHABSBAYi Led tot mar 4L ridden and ran on one U». bin unianr 31 4ih Ol 8 la Uaur 
WtMOund (HtndsonS Fm) 

DtCTATIOIIi CMM toed* a. dmea along nsteay . 3rd and nddsn HisiaM. IHnar aZM to Ettol IS spe, DM ft 
3rd to Solmtorcal iChesvr 71. Gd-Fir], 

MAMN FtMTJERi Bn 7V 3r8 & M b SscrH S&niLoghaU ft. 5& 

MRA ABIfc So on ■aBSWfl 1*1. eiary chance wows Iasi 1 ration Mn B By LMfuwaanan iVarmoulii ft. Gd|. 
HE— PMCoiBBBtediBSltMainMimcIwn lawn nary arts worn wary charee unM -eatenad t 
ml tto araond 3D 5rti cl HI to Dreamhoal wan UtSTHESfi THAVE5 1IA1 »T aporacuB drop to ooiance 
hwa. pranunem and aflon Soul soon odptcM BiTmiitMcai n.Gdi. 


1JO Coanmln’ Up 
teOSasMTtei 
2.30 Decking 
XOO Stately 


UO BALLVMAC QIRL(P3|>) 
4AO JanriM PuMtAiri 
UO Ifiaa Plnkpochot 
S.OO AH-Royal (nb) 


Oman Loar naabara (maid. * DaanlM bBntara. Oolag: flood to »afl 
1 .30 TATTEH1AUJ HABMI AUC110M STAKES (PW I) 2T0 Of C3J1E 

101 W BSASIHVBB(7) WWulr 64) - WOwaaaB 

in OSORBIE TOWER (•) IMS GKaUaway 5-9 H CadnnvB 

103 0 LRTETEU (22) Boh Janes B-7 flOuffiridB 

104 60D AHOUS MCCOATUP(1IQB UcMaHon 8-5 -OCntarT 

105 COHHOWf BHgL D Cosps—t 8-5 - C Ratter 10 

10S 478 SECOND TWE LUCKT (21) (Bf) Lord Huntingdon B-5 DHariaeaTO 

107 40 KDflAV PARK (39) Mn A Kng<F4 BQarthll • 

1U «n30VEESCV(S)JMH Barry 8-0 TWHfenw 12 

109 OCOHEDf W(14)JHDta7-U. H Haary (B) 3 

110 33 LAVnmraDOULA(38)UFad*nla-. -Grate* 7-12 JHorloa 14 

111 20 HBCS HHOHV (13) John Berry M2 „ - QBardaraB 1* 

lit ROCKET anoUMMd Out nn 7-tz OriaOEnaat 

113 40 JWIPLVIB3S CHIEF (21)0 AAWhOOt 7-12 ....J Low. 13 

114 QUHBfTESEA B Paling 7-11 - TSprteaB 

11 a 82524 yUPPVOBE.(aO)Ci>lX4Waioa7.|I FLyw*(7J* 

TUB HIM IIIIMw™nU.li^h.lL rnn.- MTff-^ril,« 

BatUagi M Saccod TVna Lucky. 5-1 Conaifti 'Jp, 7-1 f uppy art. 3-1 Mag 1 Memory . Sortna Tower. KM 
Comflami Wlwal. AnguaMnCoswo. Roctti Gmunja. isruanan. 


2.00 EBFMAIDBH RLUES* STAKES 2TOmaa7fD4J70 

201 AlBtAVS HAPPY i Fanftwm B-11 - --.OHariaoaS 

202 3BA9tMD(99)EOunlapO-" — _JteB»te7l* 

203 BEVIH.V HUJ (21) J Hills 8-11 U Hay (9) 3* 

204 GAROBEANDABCBIMSIdimbO-II H ti n bl n, at 10 

209 00 CAMYITS CMUCI (13) P ClarHe 8-11 RMaal 

104 DAHCE AdKMBH Candy8-ll -WHamaalB 

207 32 RJOH (28) B His 8-11 II H. 13 

308 0* PLAHtm. (14) R Human 8-11 OOWaH(5)7 

200 <3 KBAALA (Z8) P WaHryll 6-11 . E Caraca l 1 

210 35 JAMB GIRL(41}K Bute 8-1I : AlMEaaell 

211 KJTTf KITTT CANCAN Urtj HoruiK 4-1 1 ... WRyaB 

212 MEDIEVAL LADY Lady HerHei B-11 3C«*aat 

213 NORTHERN SKY R Dkttn B-ll _ JLaaaS 

214 . HLHLA B Smart B-11 — 3 tete (l)l 

215 3 S W BA I H fcBB IBni U (22) H By*. 8-11 A dam 12 

310 SmETTlMaPCaMB-lt . T Orton 17 

»i7 upurrupmeoiia.il j aonraridc 

21B WEST HUSHLE Lady Hamfli B-11 ... Q Carter 14 

TOP POm TIPSe TOiai 8, FMaH 7, SaraaMa HanaH B 

BeMap 3-1 Fijan. 4-1 Rahul. 6-1 CatibCMn Dancer. 8-1 Bascod. 10-1 Aim vs Happy 18 mm. 


2.30 HOP PAIR LHETVD STAKES tai C3J32 

301 03H81 CHHF OP STAFF (6) (CD) JPmioj 6-S-i _... ORmrimfllt 

303 315202 BOLD ANGEL (IS) {BOMHEasW&jtHM EHkcfa 1 

303 212200 GREATEST (14) (D) R ASeheryi 40-4 J Sta te . (3) 2 

30* 40040) HUNTERS’ HEAVEN (22) J MackK 4-W J Wttema l 

308 0-113*0 KtHTWYll (40HD) C Baay 8-9-C . - HIHtaaO 

309 0E1230 NOKntBIN CELADON (48) (CD) M Heatoa^lns 4-M „ OP uHl t M IB 

307 «D6I6- PROUD HBOAMER (41 B)(O{0) PBtfrfloyflB T-9-S TQataa14 

208 51-0055 REALHAOHD (1 9) tBJGEnngM 4^9-2 — M Mas B* 

300 000450 ROBISRA (37) (D) G laws 4-M -Pad Eddery 9 

310 150200 9A1BNS00E DENIM (90) (O) (IF) S Bsarug 8-M AHtodTS 

311 53*331 MASTER hBLLmttD (29) RHoagal 1-M JDnwaa(3)1S 

312 461 WIU) PAUN (14) mwOGwinan 3-94) . — Mena Ottoman 


TOP POm nPMIMM Pate B, 11a lAtogT.teaBtoall 

RMOw 8-1 WU Palm. 7-1 DbcUhb. >-l Brid Angal QnatoaL ID-1 CNri 01 SM. UBBlar Mann 13-t 
India. 20 rumen. 


3.00 SKETCMUYTEXTUE 9ERMCES NDN9BIV HAKMCAP 2V0 In CMM 

401 201431 VAmwa POINT (12) (D) Q Leris 9-7 MldSay* 

402 08114 ROCK 4HARP (13) R Hannan D-9 D(PIIaM(9)S 

403 42202 AHJBRURVNBl(14}(BP)PChappla-HyBm»fl BIMto(8)9 

404 420222 HAiDI I MBABSTB(17)ll JolaalenS-l TW H7 

4M <X5 BCOOLA CZ1J I BakUag 9-0 W%an11 

408 45053 DEADUNETlHE(E)MT«wttniB4) PRaBtoe*a13* 

407 PDOU AAWU1I)CBwi5toad8-e _W Caram 10 

408 1245 JMUAMm(17)CaptJWIaan&-4 JCastorB 

409 OOO OnmALMACARTHURdZ) J DnidODB-* HfUmtalB 

410 140030 aALPABE (21) N Caltoghj. 8-1 D l la tr ton a 8 

411 342216 SOBER WBjCOK( 13) U H EwNltiy 8-1 I l wJ in p) 19 

412 004 PflDEOPXASMBB(fQ)PHairla7-13 — J Mortem 7 

41* 202D STATE APPROVAL (IB) A Juris 7-13 0 Wr%U(31 12 

414 0550 STICKS MCKDBE (12) BUMS 7-13 M Henry (S) 2 

416 S35000 |EMVRin)(14)Blleaha»7-13 — . — — ^BBartai M * 

418 02232 ZmKAmMBtonahanl 7-12 MarflaDwywTT) 

14 

417 300001 STATBLT (17) M Pre»o*7-11 J Um 1* 

418 612148 ARCH AINML(2B)D IMndl Daria 7-8 — „._HAdnt1 

419 0*50 MAKA9KAHMA(41) P MHcMI 7-8 C Mwim a(7) 

28 

490 OOOIIAITEAnA{12)SBaarlBg7-a NCtoflrialB 

TOP WH n P D i Ririi 8. Vte rtha N t a l T. Mm W afc ma a i 

BaUnM D-2 VoMshiig Pam. 8-1 AHuDury HKL8-1 U*M ForBftiara. SBv« Watonm e . 10-1 Rock Sharp 
jsnmn»,Za»*a. Mnaaan. 


3.30 R«aRQ SCHOOLS' APPRnrnGS9'fMMDKAP9m2Dyriie*£M 

SOI 31-0000 WBAARRAIWED(BB)n Akatanl*-1D4) B l aads u T 

an . 38500- PAM (3S1 )F Jordan 4-M B P ato l a i 11 

sn 700551 BALLTMAC <HRL (3) (BB>m)J Bradley 7-8-12 S Drama 1] 

604 034231-0 CHAMPAGNE BOLD (1 3) J McComodi* 8-8-8 — RltoatetS 

EOS OIOO-COO 6ABS LBQBH>(B)UrS M Lang 4-6-4 T Haid (7) 10 

608 403BDB HEAD TURNER (74) (D)CWU<klien 7-8-2 AEtearylB 

907 033122 PLASHKAN (74) (D)(Br}BUwpwilfB!HbQ A WM Jaaua t 

SOB Op-nflOi- DECam (717) 0D)RLSB 12-8-t .KkaterieyHart 

4 

509 Wfl® «9UAHA(S)N Babbage 1-8-1 RFtemft(7}9 

SID Q71B-00 BPBUIunm AFFAIR (127) IBs NUaculay »8-1 kaaMurialT 

■It 280805 COUMBMECM)(mJ Shaahan 7-M CWaM>14* 

S12 551240 SOOJAMA (101) (0) R Fldwai fi-8-0 Domtoll 

■13 502345 MUCH TOO IMH (19)7 NsusMun 8-7-13 OMRofeaB 19 

S14 SfflSJS R09M1ITO (B) U BbMdUrd 5-7-12' H Wh. Witold J 

SIB 0181200- PATROCLDI (348) J Mnckle 10-7-11 □ ~ ■ I rn 

BIB 02001-00 ASSEMBLY DAMCBI (I) 0 WHtom 8-7-10 W IWaiElsbn. (4) 

■ 

617 532003 Al CORMCMEMB) K Cwianoham-Brown 3-7-4 7 Lynch (4)1 

BIB 013IS6 DECBIUM SECOND (IT) (C) fl LmtS 9-7-T RHlMan(4)B* 

■19 1300-50 CMNEDIMOOIQ Mra A KttgW-7 M8aagpto(4)B* 

620 45000 MOflLEBAUJmNA (19) A Jarvis 3-7-7 /—IB 

TOPPPMT n.BaB f mM W. n i iton in 7, PaoaBTlw Sacnad 8 

■aotogi 4-1 Bafywec Gill. 5-1 Rashmsn, 8-1 Wen Arranged. 10-1 Cdarwga. N CBmWw. RomaldB. 12-1 
Uadi Too Hflh.Dacen The Second. Mnwon. 



313 UXm) UHEPHOJBBT (1B)M Johnsiyir 3-8-U 

314 0S04S) RUSOIOOm (IB) K Bute 3-8-tt 

31B £00006 MISTY SUSS (17) (0) M Ryan S-B-11 . 

*10 001363 UNSn (93 |C) Lord rtnn^aoi 3-8-8 

317 (D33U TOUTS BIIT (13) RHacnan 34-0 

318 04-4 DUCKMQ (10) JFuiabaae 2-8-7 

319 6-5200 FMHTE (22) WJsrtoj &-E-7 

330 SUB KCMA (80) H Thomson Jcuas 3-8-7 


7 

.TWBwaB 

H Cnotnaa. If 

... A CM 10 
— Jl Hcary (S}« 

. ..DVM3(B)17 
JD Hwrlmn ] 

W Ryan 12* 

.. O Carter IB 


3.1 0 BARCtAVS BANK HANDICAP 1 toll C3JHM 
f «T*JfU snUBSH MCRDf6T(1B)(C) Oanyy 5mtfi 8- IM . . .- . CTaagaaff) 11 

2 *-6C«lMUS*U»l(ai)DNcMr,4-iC-C -. Alai Ontwrea B 

3 04)520 ROSIAK RE3L(9B) 5L Hoce 4.3-11 — . BWHRwartlil 

4 1313M UNO cmsnwr (11) (C) CEP] M Dads 4-9-1 JCamBB 

9 C43336 MASTER OPTHEWXW (9) U Hamnmnd 8-3-4 8C*ya>{7)1 

B 338122 «SSAY3FPSEE(11KC) M'S Uhetdey 6-3-1 - .. M Ca wie rt o n 4 

7 Micao ROOD MUSIC (11 ) U UmjJW *4-3 - ... A Maetey 10 

■ 31108 KHlimWKlAD (24) JEpe 5-8-1 J RUpetolS 

B 12406 lADTHKjHniLDmrJP, an 4-8-1! Jd9aH(9)14 

10 CCCOH AUBUHTARAM (7) VTiSi G KeibSiM/ i-S-IT .. .... - A Whataa (81 «* 

11 W0051 SMftAMLYN (10) (C)D Uirr-s 34-H >MaCate(3)3 

12 10-540* CUHTHACK(11)Llia, Hwr«i 5-6-H - -KDartoylB 

12 631403 anEKDAMT (14) J FiUfleuid M-11 Thread 

14 4-35 OTMCRAK HERO (14) C Kalncs i-S-IC . _ . --LDaltorill 

IB 102150 BULBARA (11](CO|C Fj>niu>iT 3-8-10 ------ B HaKaown 13 

IB 00-4231 KAWlUJHMBO'Jiney^W Jl Fatten 7 

TOP POm UPti Cwtoto B a 8, Oy w rr a h Ham T, tsaayaftoaa B 

BaUawT-2 Cunsira r-i Ha wuvn.LruwiRce. e-1 LUsto' Cine Hiww. 10-1 Sranrsh VanKl flynwa. 
Hato 1J-1 Hcbjniyfl IBnamara 

PPM OUSE - SPANISH nrach A,«rl ih d-liyitoi. apt T1I12RI GM8 to SuilBen i*7r 1m. fldl Dm 
Kscrsirecneartiei torrr nctacly ahec railing ju.iuSIKiaagw. la ttCtteUwl Choir Rd'Ripon In.CB- 
Fm. 

MUSEUMi 41 *»« wm? total eieti ng ib sai us of J3 to Bd an 9m SOr iDoraotor im*l 00- 

S» 

■OBANLYHiinlT-rTdina' seller Kaa-jaruruetfiieni.i to lead clean j 1U4K. M Antorticatn flliRadcar 
Injt ad; 

CURnBACM inca» neathar U U’U 7f Cut ;ne paca .Jwn neidedcjer 11 01A ** 4in cl Ibid Zeetara 
■Hricar imS Gd-Fmr 

BUUARAi One heal 21 sHD KhfiiHDBUd H aDiI unta KMfl CHESTNUT :gi 710; . same pidgresa S 
cut never nearer arortiw 2B la*, Qrtr .RoEar :m Cd-Frni 

3.40 REVMILIV HANDICAP la 04 C4J7B 

1 6J1044 STARIIACBI{B)I2 Jdhtmnn 5-10-C . .. . — . J Weever7 

a IHH'31 M0SHA4JW (H)(0)(D) CSnrafi-J-i - - J Btortt (3)8 

a JX.'X- SATIN LOVER (B2B) (D) Ui M Os,eiBy :-»-4 . OPrihtoraX 

4 1-60*33 HKIH PATNIARCM (11) JQunrco 3-9-2 D HcCate (3) 

•* 

5 883241 JADWAL (17) D ‘J wW. 3-3-5 - - RMk4 

B S33T SUDAN MRl.(1BlUrt M Bf.wei 5-8-11 - KDartayd 

7 CC65I PlMTONM DAHCin (10) Jflrtan 3-8-* .. LDriMM 

■ 34*012 mOHFWLDFW2PUClC rj,. nure T-r-: P Dae <7)1 

9 Mll« «NAB*aTHBB0NaS(118)BFrj3tg8-:-' . A Mackey B 


I Exeter National Hunt card 


JJO ARtfana Da rne r 


UO K3ndte*a DaBgh t 


4JO KbiflBBns 
440 F ha iwi aa y I 


3.20 DOMHON OU HOVKS CHASE 2m 31 CBA40 

1 1-U5322 iraUHmjEVAHLE(18)(OJmi«S-n-S _PMcUDBhMiO) 

2 18284-3 BISHOPS CASTUE (11) R Print 7-11-0 _ _. JFToet 

3 0IWU>- CORPORAL CHARLIE (293) R Borer 5-11-0 . JAnrd 

4 ft- KEEP POPP1NO (834) S KntqM 7-11-0 .- VSdtoj 

• 534t22- KBBLR DHJCHT (131) Min H hnqhi T-l 1-41 JPTSMay - 

■ TS304.-5 KnNlIBA0(2B) K Carningwm-Bmm 6-11-8 -A opart 



Rgaraa to bracke n aNarhona^ rara a da n o la day, rinoa Mi ai HJL owtag 
2.20 DOmuON MLB JUVWLE HOWICB HURDU 3Y0 2m II IlOyda 02,122 

1 12 AU7DEEOdHCBI(J1){D)(HF10Sf>t!rBOad 11-0 JC WB a m a 

2 BASasnmtCUmui 10-10 -H Ma r ta Jy 

3 OOOUPTSAVdHJEndtoyiD-iO - . ...RPamni* 

4 n JUST BY CHANCRni} A Barrow 10-10 -SBrnagh 

5 MAOMALBOJBndcrylO-IO . . NWNatoon 

• SMARID M Uadoanck K3-10 ... — . . . - -JRKmtmgb 

18-10 -HOaari 


7 IKHS50 TRUST DOD(11)S Kmtfn ?-l Ml - .. . 

B B2205-T LAKE OF LOUOMMA (10) K Bailey S-Kt-12 


-H Quart 

N wStoraa 



.JW«mr7 
..AMaak(3)B 
OParitepQS 
. DMcCate (3) 

•* 

KIMto* 

.. KDatfayS 
L DetteH 2* 
..PDaa(7)1 
. A Mackey B 


_. . JAMoCwtty 

- 0&BBa(7) 

Baritogi 5-4 AUtonaDancei. 6-1 BtUSveav B-i RnerUay. 10-1 Chiton Match. Uagtcai&d 12-1 Droddon 
LrflOL 14 iw n aar a 

2.50 DOHBMOM OILS NOVICa MIUJNO HURBUI Sm 31 C1JMB 

1 31-323} WITHOUT A F1AQ (33) JWtoto S-ll-T JPMeUugUaM) 

1 03 CHANCE EMCOUNTER (13) Mra SWrHi«iu 5-1 l-J . . . _ . SLyau(3) 


TOP PCRM TIPli Hfcti Pahtareb 8, Star Raya 7, Pretoria Dancar B 

■aNtogt ”-4 to r ilAje *-1 rt^i Pair.*, ji Preic.i Dancw 6-' Sugar Un B-i Unhuyi HijWelaFdz. 
16-1 -toJnai 8 imaan 

pom aum* STAR RAOChesJvafWLH*) BUyodm 4D4|heii4u0nycuiBntBnharii.aa-Finj 
(aaSHAAJDt Lscm <n nmc ol im. icu ku^ti Lnft M Uried an m lb e New neguiaBcr 1 nn 
.HiidoaimC Gd- 

HKRI PATRUHCHi UaMd '« imco a» um eany. uayefi io final 31 3S kc d 16 b Marry 
FBtvai iitjyU3nm2 f i25.ai W' 

SUC4R IHU.' 'rr rsT JPTPWNW WJ?* Jy to toiS if ill 1071 MuJ HnaPI Wfl 2nd toSa*S*a rilJI 

PRETORIA OWCIF. :re: p:- r . etStSr U ai uayed on inder pieiure iE 4Hi ft 20 iKanteA in®. Cdi. 
pwi M pyain RZZj m l7-turr«r vh'i<3 n>jn. heafnay k ? out icon dear B Uaronesa £1 .Radctr 

lma jjfrrc 
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Soccer 


Venables brings 
back Ferdinand 


DavM Lacey 


T HE purpose of Eng- 
land's friendly in Oslo 
a week tomorrow will 
be threefold. There is 
a need to demonstrate that 
the national team can travel 
abroad without becoming a 
rallying point for Euro-thugs, 
the Norwegian bogy needs to 
be laid and England can use a 
difficult away fixture to ac- 
quire more of the steel they 
will need at home in the Euro- 
pean Championship nexte 
summer. 

Terry Venables can do 
nothing about the security 
situation except hope. Nei- 
ther can he alter statistics 
that show England have been 
humiliated on each of their 
last two visits to Norway, los- 
ing World Cup qualifiers 
there 2-1 in 1981 and 2-0 in 
1993. 

Venables, however, is in a 
position to select a side far 
Oslo which, in terms of Euro 
96. will give a better indica- 
tion of where England are 
heading. After Lhe disappoint- 
ments of the Umbra Cup some 
were beginning to wonder 



Ferdinand . . . excellent form 


about their sense of direction. 

The scoreless encounter 
with Colombia at Wembley a 
month ago, while it left unan- 
swered questions about Eng- 
land’s defending, at least 
eased some of the anxieties 
about the quality of attacking 
players who may have found 
their way Into the team by 
next June. 

Nick Barmby was the prin- 
cipal success of the Colombia 
match and one of the reasons 
for that was the best sign yet 
of Paul Gascoigne regaining 
his old form. Yet goals, or 
rather the lack of them, are 
becoming a problem. Alan 
Shearer last scored for Eng- 
land 13 months ago. 

Venables's decision to 
recall Les Ferdinand, there- 
fore, may be something more 
than a mere acknowledge- 
ment of the Newcastle United 
man's excellent form. Ferdi- 
nand’s 10 goals since his 
move to Tyneside from 
Queens Park Rangers would 
have enhanced his selection 
anyway although he still has 
to overcome suspicions that, 
where international football 
is concerned, he is a fitness 
test waiting to happen. 

Venables feels that playing 
for Newcastle alongside 
Beardsley and Ginola has al- 
ready made Ferdinand a bet- 
ter player. Where things Nor- 
wegian are concerned the 
striker could hardly endure 
an un happier evening than he 
did there two years ago, when 
an abject defeat marked the 
beginning of the premature 
end of Graham Taylor's Eng- 
land management. 

Next week's occasion is 
more likely to be pragmatic 
than priceless. Ferdinand 
may be around just to gee up 
Shearer, the eternal Sher- 
tn gham remains and of the 


other fresh faces in the squad 
only John Beresford. the 
Newcastle left-back, stands a 
realistic chance of playing. 


With Le Saux and Dorigo 
unlit Venables is again short 
of left-backs and Stuart 
Pearce, the first choice once 
more, had to pull out of the 
squad against Colombia with 
a hamstring problem which 
might recur. Platt, Anderton, 
CoUymore and Beardsley are 

also unfit. 

Tim Flowers. Blackburn 
Rovers' off-form goalkeeper, 
has given way to Tottenham’s 
Ian Walker and the dropping 
of another Rovers player 
David Batty suggests Vena- 
bles has gone off the Idea of a 
midfield destroyer. Certainly 
Liverpool's Jamie Redknapp 
did well enough against Co- 
lombia to warrant a game in 
Oslo although the continued 
absence of Paul Ince. who was 
in better form far Interna- 
zionale on Sunday, leaves 
England short of tackling 
strength in front of the back 
four. Batty has that but, for 
the moment, little else. 

To Gareth Southgate goes 
this month's Crystal Palace 
Old Boys* International 
Award, replacing last 
month's recipient, John Sa- 
Iako. Another newcomer, Not- 
tingham Forest's Steve Stone, 
has shown strength of charac- 
ter in coming back from three 
broken legs. Yet neither he 
nor Southgate is likely to play 
in Oslo, except as a 
substitute. 

Presumably Liverpool’s 
Robbie Fowler remains up 
the Venables sleeve. Clearly 
Southampton's Matthew Le 
Tissier is as remote a figure 
as ever in the coach's 
thoughts. 


ENOLANDe Imim (Arsen all. 
'Tottenham). Q NwS« (Manchester Utdl. 
Joan (Liverpool). Adnata (Arsen all. 
Palllater (Manchester Utdl. Haway 
iNowcastlel. Poore* (Nottingham Forest). 
Barosford (Newcastle). Oaaoolgne 
(Rangers), McManaman (Liverpool). 
H b HIimtih (Liverpool). Lae (Newcastle). 
Sou (boa to (Aston Villa). Stone 
(Nottingham Forastj. Barmby 
(Middlesbrough). Shaarar (Blackburn). 
Sharfcigham (Tottenham), rai d hiaml 
(Newcastle). * fiae (Clwbeal 


Premiership: Southampton 0, West Ham United 0 

Stragglers’ witless show 


Martin Thorpe 


O N SUNDAY it was the 
Theatre of Dreams. 
Last night it was the 
end-of-the-pier show as these 
two re legation -threatened 
teams produced a witless per- 
formance of fluffed lines and 
missed cues which suggests 
that their perilous positions 
in the table are not quickly 
going to be improved. 

Although they had won 
their two previous games 
West Ham decided to drop 
Cottee, goalless this season, 
and install a five-man mid- 
field with Dowie, the lone 
striker, served by two Austra- 
lian wingers. Slater and La- 
zarrdis. ft was not clear 
whether this meant they were 
supposed to provide up-and- 
unders or Down and-unders. 

West Ham also had Dicks 
out suspended, though South- 
ampton’s defensive problems 
offered greater cause for con- 
cern. The southeast team 
had conceded seven goals in 
their previous two gomes, but 


they kept faith with the back 
four and largely kept the vis- 
iting attack contained in a 
low-key first half. 

Hutchison might have done 
better with a shot from 16 
yards which fell tamely to die 
goalkeeper while Moncur 
curled one wide of Beasant’s 
right-hand post midway 
through the half. 

Le Tissier, celebrating the 
birth of a baby girl earlier in 
the day, delivered Southamp- 
ton's best chance, a shot from 
25 yards which flashed Just 
wide of the near post. 

Dodd found Miklosko 
firmly behind an equally long 
shot 10 minutes before the 
break but that was about it in 
a first 45 minutes lacking pas- 
sion and creativity. 

Even Le Tissier. playing his 
300th league game, was find- 
ing it hard to turn it on 
against mediocre opponents, 
offering his critics further 
ammunition to support his 
omission from the England 
squad. 

His cause is not helped by 
the fact that he is currently 


playing as a central striker 
for Southampton, a position 
where the England manager 
is already spoilt for choice. 

As the game went on Le Tis- 
sier began to rove more and 
more but it was the more 
modestly talented Dowie who 
showed him the way to goal 
with a header from Idzarl- 
dis's corner which Widdrlng- 
ton cleared off the line. 

Having seen Bishop's shot 
well tipped over by Beasant. 
West Ham brought on Cottee 
for the last 20 minutes as the 
visitors finally realised that 
the game was there for the 
taking. 

Immediately Dowie, play- 
ing against his former club, 
saw a 16-yard shot at a Bea- 
saat-less goal blocked by 
Monkon’s head and then 
Moncur's 25-yard shot was 
tipped round a post. 

Southampton: Beounl, Dadd, Hall. 
Uonkou. eenaK widdnngtan. Maddison 
MagdKxi. Cn ail tan iBmriaa 06mml Lc 

TiSSIW ShiplJMWy. 

WeM HMl IMtadi M*ftW*xj. Breeder. 
Potts. Uartui Rowland Sum Bishop. 
Moncur. Lat-irxlia (Cottee. ?n. Hutchison. 
Davtte 

G Poll iTnng) 



On the brink Alan Little prepares his York City squad for what coaid be one of the great shocks of League Cup history photograph: chris thomono 

York’s destiny in young hands 


David Hopps on a Coca-Cola upset in the making and the teenage 
debutant goalkeeper hoping to keep Manchester United in the red 


A ndy w 

would f 
that he 
famous 


WARRINGTON 
freely admit 
is not even 
in his own 
penalty area but in the con- 
vtvially cramped surround- 
ings of Bootham Crescent 
tonight York City will be- 
seech him to complete one of 
the greatest shocks in League 
Cup history. 

There can be few more 
daunting goalkeeping debuts 
than the one lacing Warring- 
ton. York’s defence of an ex- 
traordinary 3-0 first-leg lead 
against Manchester United is 
expected to be so demanding 
that the 19-year-old might 
care to borrow a few truck- 
loads of sandbags from the 
lower levels of the River 
Ouse. 

York's first-choice goal- 
keeper Dean Kiely suffered 


severe Ihclal injuries, includ- 
ing a broken nose, at Hull 
City on Saturday, and their 
highly regarded youth team 
keeper Neil Culkin has been 
signed by Manchester United 
since the first leg, for a foe 
which could accumulate to 
£250,000. 

In all probability, therefore, 
Warrington's time has come, 
and the one certainty is that 
he will be extended more than 
he was for the whole of last 
season, when he watched all 
York's 46 League matches 
from the substitutes' bench. 

Manchester United's man- 
ager Alex Ferguson promised 
after the first-leg defeat that it 
was time to "bring out the big 
guns" but he is not exactly 
overstocked with unused ar- 
tillery. Eric Cantona, after an 
eight-month absence, might 


risk a second game in 52 
hours and Andy Cole will pro- 
vide alternative problems for 
York's central defensive pair 
of Tutill and Barras, if his 
hamstring allows. 

There are few more respect- 
able clubs among the lower 
orders than York City, even if 
one curiously designed strip 
in the mid-Seventies did 
make them the only league 
side ever to wear Y-fronts on 
their chests. 

That serves as York’s hal- 
cyon period in the League; 
two seasons in the old Second 
Division, and two honourable 
League defeats against a Man- 
chester United team briefly 
slumming it among the lower 
orders, the only previous oc- 
casions that two clubs with a 
combined League existence of 
169 years have ever met 


Cantona ready and willing 


Russell Thomas 


VS 

a ini 


RK CITY can take on 
all-comers — and that 
includes Eric Cantona 
tonight in the first trial of 
his infamous temperament 
on away territory. 

The confident message 
from the Second Division 
club was that the French- 
man personally has noth- 
ing to fear from the 6,000 
home fans in a sell-out 
9,534 crowd. 

As Bootham Crescent pre- 
pared for Its high-profile 


game, York's secretary 
Keith Usher adopted a dis- 
tinctly low-key approach, 
even after Alex Ferguson 
suggested Cantona would 
start the second leg rather 
than be reduced to a bit 
part after Sunday’s return 
from suspension. 

"As far as we're con- 
cerned, it's just a normal 
game,'* said Usher. 
"Whether It was Cantona 
or Maradona makes no dif- 
ference — no player needs 
protection here. 

"Our security is more 
than sufficient to cater for 


the game and we're not em- 
ploying anybody more than 
normal. " 

Leeds, fearing another 
first-round elimination 
after being held 0-0 at 
home, hope John Pember- 
ton wlD recover from ham- 
string trouble and return to 
central defence at Notts 
County. 

Wimbledon, 5-4 down 
from the first leg. are In 
even greater peril as they 
travel to Charlton having 
conceded 14 goals in four 
games and with a severe in- 
jury list. 


Team talk 


The independent News 

Call 0891 


Reports Service 

33 77+ 


Arsenal 

09 

Ipswich Town 

IS 

She (hold United 

15 

Aston Villa 

It 

Loods Untied 

03 

Sheffield Wed. 

14 

BtriiL City 

34 

Leicester City 

35 

Southhampton 

20 

Blackburn 

21 

Liverpool 

04 

Stoke City 

30 

Bolton 

34 

Mon. City 

02 

Surtdertend 

27 

Brentford 

24 

Man. United 

01 

Tottenham Hot 

07 

Burnley 

31 

Middlesbrough 

23 

west Ham 

12 

Chelsea 

08 

Mdlwatt 

29 

Wimbledon 

26 

Coventry City 

17 

Newcastle Utd 

16 

Wolves 

37 

Derby County 

28 

Norwich City 

18 

Celtic 

09 

Evert on 

09 

Notts Forest 

13 

Rangers 

10 

Hudd. Town 

32 

OPR 

29 




Sp<*rt 


Guardian 


jp.'.nin cf'-mpr.w. 


Hughes ready to quit Chelsea 


In high summer at least 
York’s favourite sporting 
topic is probably baseball, 
such Is the influx of Ameri- 
can tourists. This is not a city 
which convinces as the birth- 
place of football, even if one 
theory has it that the game 
was Invented in these parts 
by medieval monks. 

Perhaps such an onerous 
responsibility explains why 
York have always been more 
inclined to sound manage- 
ment than risk taking. Even 
before the £150,000 they will 
net from the United tie, the 
sale of Jon McCarthy to Port 
Vale for £450,000 had already 
ensured that this season will 
remain on a sound footing. 

That enables their manager 
Alan Little, brother of Aston 
Villa's Brian, to adopt an un- 
hasty attitude towards the 
transfer speculation sur- 
rounding Paul Barnes, York's 
leading scorer. Two goals 
against United a fortnight ago 
quickened interest and his 
value will escalate past 
£500,000 given more cause for 
adulation tonight 

Stability even extends to 
the local media. Malcolm 
Huntington, who retired in 
May as the chief football 
writer of the Yorkshire Eve- 
ning Press, had followed Wllf 
Meek as only the second York 
City correspondent since the 
dob’s formation as a Midland 
League side in 1922. 

Huntington, who umpired 
in four Wimbledon finals. In- 
cluding the 1983 meeting be- 
tween John McEnroe and 
Chris Lewis, famously with- 
stood a spat with McEnroe in 
an earlier round, “For a guy 
who can't add two and two 
together you're doing a won- 
derful job,” McEnroe in- 
formed him. Addition, espe- 
cially in the form of United 
goals, is not something Hun- 
tington wishes to practise 
tonight. 

“York has never had the 


image of a major footballing 
city," said Huntington, "but 
there has rarely been a dull 
season and it keeps coming 
up with attractive cup runs.” 

For local consumption a 
Wembley play-offs victory 
against Crewe Alexandra two 
seasons ago Is viewed as the 
ultimate. Others would dwell 
longer upon York’s progress 
to foe FA Cup semi-final in 
1954-55, in particular a third- 
round win against a Black- 
pool side containing seven in- 
ternationals. Arsenal were 
also beaten in the FA Cup in 
1985 thanks to Keith Hou- 
chen's last-minute penalty. 

During the second world 
war York's proximity to a 
number of RAF stations at- 
tracted several fine players, 
among them Sam Bartram, 
the Charlton goalkeeper, who 
became Huntington's boy- 
hood hero and even per- 
suaded him to take up goal- 
keeping. Tonight Andy 
Warrington might also in- 
spire a youngster peering 
from behind the goal. If he 
does, the noise will go on long 
into the night. 



Barnes . . . transfer interest 


lan Robs and 
RussoU Thomas 


ARK HUGHES could 
be ready to leave 
Stamford Bridge only 
three months after his arrival 
at Chelsea. 

it is believed the Welsh in- 
ternational forward is unset- 
tled in London and would wel- 
come an opportunity to move 
back to the north-west. 

Hughes joined C-belsea from 
Manchester United for £1.5 
million offer reluctantly ac- 
cepting he was no longer a 
regular at Old Trafford. ironi- 
cally. if Hughes does seek a 
move north he may yet end 
up at Evertou. the club he al- 
most joined in February. 

Meanwhile the drive by the 
Football Association to rid 
the English gamp of unli- 
censed agents gathered mo- 
mentum at the weekend when 
Flfa was asked to consider a 
more flexible approach to the 


problem. In an attempt to 
remove the threat of leading 
English clubs being heavily 
punished for dealings with 
"rogue” agents, the FA has 
asked for permission to oper- 
ate an independent domestic 
policy- 

Two weeks ago Flfa warned 
that any club who conducted 
transfer negotiations with un- 
licensed agents or personal 
managers could be fined or 
have players suspended for 
an Indefinite period. 

Currently anyone seeking 
registration as an agent must 
not only meet stringent crite- 
ria bat also lodge a £100,000 
bond with Flfa. So far only 12 
of an estimated 40 English 
agents operating within the 
Premier League and the Ends- 
lelgh League bave officially 
registered. 

The FA. in conjunction 
with the Premier League, pro- 
posed . the immediate intro- 
duction of a two-tier system 
with agents wishing to oper- 


ate only on English soil pay- 
ing a bond of around £20,000. 

English football’s plea was 
made in Zurich by Rick 
Parry, the Premier League’s 
chief executive, and Graham 
Noafces, FA co-ordinator of 
competitions and regulations. 

Fifa yesterday reiterated 
that a crackdown on agents 
was Inevitable. "We are fully 
aware that there are many 
unlicensed agents still operat- 
ing within the English game. 

“It does seem most likely 
that In the not too distant 
fliture a dab which has had 
dealings with one of these un- 
registered people will be pun- 
ished. Perhaps, once this has 
happened, people will start to 
take notice of the ruling.” 

Manchester City are consid- 
ering a move for Jan MoLby, 
Liverpool’s midfielder. City 
have been monitoring his 
form since he joined Barnsley 
on loan last month. 

Frank Burrows has become 
the third managerial casualty 


of the season, resigning from 
Swansea yesterday “for per- 
sonal reasons." 

The 51 -year-old Scot, In 
charge for 454 years, leaves 
with the Welsh club in 19th 
place in the Second Division 
and after first-round elimina- 
tion from the Coca-Cola Cup. 
Burrows's assistant Bobby 
Smith has been appointed 
caretaker manager. 

Denis Irwin is out of the 
Republic of Ireland squad for 
the European Championship 
tie with Latvia in Dublin on 
October 11. The Manchester 
United fail-back haw a liga- 
ment injury and will probably 
be replaced by the fit-agaln 
Steve Staunton. 

BMLAKD IMMIMI SQUAD (friendly 
v Norway. Stavanger. October 10)- 
Watton ( Barnsley) Omkmm (Aston Vidal; 
Wataen (Newcastle), OorAw (Crystal 
Palacei. V No villa (Manchester Utd). 
PMrae (Blackburn). IhMOrili (Evorion). 
Campbell (Tottenham). Bart-WHHara* 
(Nottingham Forest). Pollock (UtdOes- 
brough). Bectchaen (Men Ihtf). Roberts (C 
Palace). Bolt (Man Uto). Shipparley 

(SauthamoKsi). OnoMr (OPR). Fo wl er 
(Liverpool) 


Pools Forecast 


BtDSUaOH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 


VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
38 AHrinrtwn n v Bath 

3* Kattartag V Slough 

33 Macdaafleid 
33 Rttncona v HaJHax 



V Gransby 


Port Vale 
Portsmouth 
Deftly 


SECOND DIVISION 

10 B rentford 

11 SdataIRvre 

12 Bmtay 

13 Carlisle 

1« Cf i aat artla l d 
IS Ml 
13 Oxford 


Luton 

Reading 


B lackpool 

Bournemouth 


ICfS PREMIER UUUHJE 

37 Kfagtfonlan v rttchtn 1 

38 VeovB v Yeadmg 1 

scam&H premier onrenoN 


41 ftibaraim 

42 Kilmarnock 

43 


Part**. 

FatUrk 


V RaHh Rvrs 



SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 
44 Ctyddnok v Morton x 

43 Dumbarton v Du n dee Utd 2 

43 Pap d ee v St Mirren . i 

47 Hamilton v nwit e, mam a 

43 Si Johnstone v Airdrie a 

SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 
43 Bererieh v East Hie 1 

S® Clyde v Strainer x 

81 Porter v Stirling A 1 

S3 Queen of 8*b v Ayr Utd 1 

Montrose 1 


SCOTTISH TURD DIVISION 
®4 Bredkln v Album Rvrg i 

S3 Cn eed ia d i e aft i v ArtHoam 1 

S3 East Stirling v faUitnnli a 

37 Queen* Pfc e Alloa 1 

SB Rose v UH uyUo w 2 


oW yeah 
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Mansell says 
FI is too soft 


Frank Keating 

hears a former world 
champion revving on 

T HE George Robey 
eyebrows perform 
another extrava- 
gantly bushy cres- 
cent "Retire? Me? Retire to 
what? X may already play a 
mean game of golf but there 
Is no way Nigel Mansell has 
lost his ambition to win Im- 
portant motor races.” Pos- 
sibly the definition of a 
champion is that he refers 
to himself in the third per- 
son, even as he launches 
latest, raciest autobiogra- 
phy in good time for 
Christmas. 

The 42-year-old winner of 
31 grands prix says that, if 
fails to secure a competi- 
tive place in Formula One 
next season — “even as a 
guest driver” — he will 
return to the United States 
for the 1996 IndyCar series. 

Mansell of the too broad 
haunches has been on sab- 
batical — on the new West 
Country golf course he 
owns — since he extricated 
hi m self from his McLaren 
seat earlier this season 
after a generally embar- 
rassing time as No. X 
driver. Yesterday he was 
back in the capital for his 
publishers Harper Collins 
and their new £16^9 book, 
giving forth in his matey 
Brummie accent. 

On retirement he invoked 
the Royal We: “It isn’t the 
right time for us to con- 
sider retirement. We have 
an awful lot to offer still 


and, if the right package 
can net together . . ." 

On the current world 
championu “Schumacher’s 
performance yesterday [in 
the Europe GPJ was noth- 
ing short of brilliant, even 
though a few other drivers 
made errors which made 
his performance look even 
classier." 

And. intriguingly, on 
how soft motor racing has 
become nowadays: “A 
problem with modern Fl Is 
that there has been a terri- 
ble over-reaction to the 
deaths last year. of Senna 
and Roland Ratzenberger. 
When I started out over a 
dozen years ago there were 
numerous fatalities. The 
circuits were modified 
slightly but not to the ex- 
tent that they have been 
since Imola 1994. 

“The Fl calendar [previ- 
ously] featured many real 
drivers' circuits with cor- 
ners where you had to have 
guts to be quick, and you 
needed a lot of determina- 
tion. skill and strength to 
hang on to the car. 

“Since the accidents at 
Imola, all the fast exciting 
comers have disappeared. 
There are now many 
second- and third-gear chi- 
canes. and even the kerbs 
have been lowered. In the 
1980s you didn’t drive over 
the kerbs because, if you 
did, you risked breaking 
the car or being thrown 
across the track.’ 

Did he think he could win 
another Fl title given a 
competitive car and team? 
“Yes.” Would he get such 
an opportunity? “Realisti- 
cally, I don't think so.” 



Blokish and bookish . . . Nigel Mansell in forthright form for yesterday’s London launch 
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Bold Ferrari throw down Formula One gauntlet 


Alan Henry 


J EAN ALESl's excellent 
performance for Ferrari 
in finishing second in 
the European Grand Prix on 
Sunday can have served only 
to boost Michael Schu- 
macher's morale as he pre- 
pares to claim his second 
world championship. 

Only by foiling to score 
three more points and Damon 


Rugby Union 


Hill winning the remaining 
three races can Schumacher 
be deprived of the title. 

In 1996, however, he knows 
that things could be very dif- 
ferent when he moves to Fer- 
rari on a 946 million (£27 mil- 
lion) two-year contract 
At the NUrburgrlng Ferrari 
took the gamble to run Alesi 
on dry-weather slicks from 
the start in the hope that the 
trade would dry out 
The decision paid off hand- 


England hurt in 
slanging match 


Robart Armstrong 


J ACK ROWELL, the Eng- 
land manager, yesterday 
expressed keen displea- 
sure at the recent undignified 
slanging match carried on by 
senior internationals through 
the medium of ghosted auto- 
biographies. "It has become 
an issue/’ Rowell ac- 
knowledged. 

In two recently published 
works Brian Moore has called 
on Will Carling to step down 
.is England captain and Jer- 
emy Guscott has taken Rob 
Andrew to task for allegedly 
being too slow and 
predictable. 

"I have spoken to Jeremy 
about his remarks,” said 
Rowell. "It's just a pity that 
players feel the need to write 
hooks and say these things in 
them about their team-mates. 
We have a match [against 
South Africa] to prepare for." 

Rowell, who has unwit- 
tingly given substance to 
Moore's argument by so Car 
declining to name Carling as 
skipper for this season, 
agreed that the morale of the 
36man squad he announced 
last week would not be im- 
proved by verbal niggling 
among the senior men. 

The manager hinted that 
the subject of adverse criti- 
cism by players would be on 
the agenda at the next squad 
meeting at Marlow tonight. 
He intended to make his dis- 
approval dear. 

Tony HaUett, the RFU sec- 
retary. pointed out that s 
clause binding each England 
player not to bring the game 
into disrepute was being con- 


sidered for inclusion in Indi- 
vidual contracts that would 
shortly be signed with the 
RFU. If such a clause is 
agreed, any player who pub- 
licly berates a team-mate 
would be subject to discip- 
linary measures Including 
a possible fine and/or 
suspension. 

Meanwhile Rowell Insisted 
he would announce his choice 
of England captain at the end 
of this month “when the dust 
of the World Cup has had 
time to settle". At that stage 
he also intends to name a core 
squad of 26 for the South Af- 
rica match at Twickenham on 
November 18, all of whom 
would be contracted to the 
RFU. 

It appears that Rowell may 
be preparing to drop Dean 
Richards from the Test side 
and name Ben Clarke, Eng- 
land's World Cup opens ide. as 
the No. 8 for the rest of the 
season. 

The manager admitted it 
“could be a problem" to find a 
No. 7 of Test standard, though 
he praised the quality of Rory 
Jenkins (Harlequins) and 
Neil Back (Leicester). “There 
are not many new people 
knocking at the door,” he 
added. 

Rowell indicated that Paul 
Hull, the Bristol full-back, 
had been left out of his squad 
because he could not supple- 
ment “his ability as a strike 
runner" with specialist goal- 
kicking. 

“We are hard-up for No. 10s 
too,” he pointed out, adding 
that the return of David 
Peers, the former England fly- 
half, had been a cause for 
"delight". 


soroely, enabling Alesi to 
dominate the lead until three 
laps from the end. He fell vic- 
tim to Schumacher — who 
made three pit stops to the 
Frenchman’s one — only as 
the Benetton driver's newer 
tyres gave him a crucial edge 
in the closing laps 
Under the guidance of the 
former Peugeot competitions 
manager Jean Todt, the Fer- 
rari team’s competitiveness 
has come on in leaps and 


Ice Hockey 


Nottingham 
high on their 
home-grown 


Vic Batchelder 


Wi 


HEN the season began, 
the Nottingham Pan- 
thers’ coach Mike Blaisdell 
doubted the ability of his 
“black cats" to compete with 
the fat cats. But yesterday he 
declared himself "more 
pleased than I have ever been 
with the club" after the Pan- 
thers followed progression to 
the Benson & Hedges Cup 
quarter-finals by winning 
their opening Premier Div- 
ision games. 

Nottingham beat two teams 
containing an abundance of 
British-Canadians — Slough 
11-6 at home and Humberside 
9-3 in Hull — despite injuries 
to three key players, includ- 
ing Blaisd ell himself 

BlaisdeU believes some of 
bis rivals are overstocked 
with Canadian-raised players. 
“They’re wrong in writing off 
the British kids,” be said. 
“We need to have these young 
ones out on toe ice. 

‘‘We’ve got four or five kids 
around the age of 20 playing 
regular shifts, going head to 
head against other team’s im- 
ports. and 1 think they’re only 
going to get better for that” 

The Panthers themselves 
are not entirely devoid of 
dual-nationality Canadians. 
Blaisdell praised Paul Adey. a 
32-year-old now in Ms eighth 
season with toe club, who fol- 
lowed his five goals on Satur- 
day with four more against 
Humberside. 

"He’s playing with so much 
heart and desire plus he’s so 
committed to toe team that 
you gotta love the guy” said 
Blaisdell. “At Humberside 
every time we needed a goal 
he was there.” 


bounds over toe past two 
yean. Now they believe that 
Schumacher can take them 
that final mile to win their 
first drivers' championship 
since Jody Scheckter in 1979. 

Tbe terms of Schumacher’s 
present contract with Benet- 
ton preclude him from testing 
a Ferrari until after the final 
race of 1995, toe Australian 
Grand Prix on November 12. 
Yet behind the scenes, Fer- 
rari 's technical package for 


Cricket 


Reeve prefers 
to take one 
year at a time 

T HE Warwickshire captain 
Dermot Reeve, who has 
steered his county to five tro- 
phies in toe last two seasons, 
has hinted he may retire at 
toe end of next summer. 

Reeve has been offered a 
new two-year contract at Edg- 
baston but has asked for a get- 
out clause which would allow 
him to bow out at the end of 
toe 1996 season. 

"Next year’s Hong Kong 
Sixes with England — if Tm 
wanted — could be my last 
competition before I retire," 
he said yesterday. 

“Having been born there, it 
would be a fitting place to end 
my career. Tm 32 now and 
feeling it a bit It’s hard work 
to keep the body in shape and 
1 think 1 might like to try 
something else in toe media 
or entertainment side of 
things.” 

Reeve led England in the 
Sixes this weekend, where 
they lost in the final. He is on 
stand-by this winter for Eng- 
land's World Cap squad. 

Dennis Amiss, Warwick- 
shire's chief executive, said 
toe dub had no objections to 
the clause in Reeve's con- 
tract. Warwickshire also con- 
firmed that A llan Donald has 
agreed to become toe county's 
bowling fitness coach next 
summer. Donald, who joins 
on a one-year contract, will 
also play for the Lancashire 
League side Rishton. 

Warwickshire are prepared 
to wait until toe end of this 
month for a decision on 
whether Brian Lara intends 
to return as their overseas 
player next season but, what- 
ever the outcome of his delib- 
erations. they hope to use 
Donald in 1997 and Lara in 
1998. 


1996 is already nearing com- 
pletion. This week a brand 
new VIO engine will be ran 
for toe first trmp at Ferrari’s 
Fiorano test track. Installed 
in a development chassis. 

It is hoped that this engine, 
which severs toe team’s long- 
established commitment to 
the V12, win enable Ferrari to 
compete on an equal footing 
with Renault-powered Wil- 
liams and Benetton. 

Yet toe belief that Schu- 


Results 


Soccer 


AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: 
An DMnhMi MllhraU 1. Swindon 1. 

Golf 

SDOORS VANTAGE CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Clemmons, NO: Ftmal sooros ill H 
Irwin 68. 68, 85. 208 D S&MUon 68, 68. 89. 
AIM R Floyd 70. 68, 67. *07 R Thompson 
(9. 6ft 6ft I Aohi (Japan) 68. 70. 68; J Afixn 
71, 66. 70. G Ptayar ISAJ 70. 67. 70; M Mil 
67. 6ft 71. 90BD Douglass 71, 7ft 67. 200 
J KMw 71. 72. 66; J C Snead 74. 68. 67; T 
Wargo 60. 71. 69; D Bctwlberger 71. 60. 
68. B E Smith 87, 72. 7ft & Hobday 73. 05. 
71; L Trevino 70. 67, 72. Abo: 914 T Jack- 
in (SB) 71. 71. 7Z. 

BUICK CHALLENGE (Pine Mountain. 
Georgia)' M anon* (US unless stand): 
979 F Funk 80, 67. 89. 87. 2T3 L Ro&tetS 
7a 69, 67. 67; J Morse 71, 68, 87. 67. *74 
GB0ft*68,B9.72.B5: J Sterrum 67, 69. 70. 
63; K Triplett 71. 86. 89. B& 976 0 Ogrln 
7a 68. 70. 67. 278 S Hodl 7a 7a 60. 87; J 
Huston 67. 71, 7ft 68: L Nebco 71. 66. 7a 
7ft S Strieker 66. 67. 72. 71. *77 B Buns 
71. 71, 68. 67; M Hemen 88, 73, 73, 63; G 
Day 68, 67, 74. 88. B Bryant 7a 69. 70. 68; S 
Gump 60. 73. 87. 66; B Lehr 74. 68. 85, 70. 
Z7B j Leonard E0. 67. 71. 71: S Jonas 7a 
80. 80. 70. 978 G Norman (Aue) 71. 88, 72. 
68; J GeUaohar 71. 7ft 89, 60; J Adams 6S, 
66. 72. 71: M Smith 69. 73. 68, 71. 

LPGA FIELDCREST CANNON CLASSIC 
(ComaUus. NC): Fbd eBorem 973 G 
Graham 87. 68, 89. 68. 27S T Green 87. 71. 
87, 7a STT j Inkster 67, 71. 70. 69. K Lurtn 
70. 67. 71. 60; H KobeyasM 85, 71. 89, 72. 
2TB H AHredwon 68, 73. 72, 68. 980 J 
Geddes 72. 68, 72. 68: M Dunn 72. 66. 7a 
GO: N Lopez 68. 7a 71 . 71; S Fsrang 71 . 72. 
8S. 72. *81 C Welker 71, 71. 71. 68; T 
Hanson 68. 72. 71. 69: B Burton 68. 89. 70. 
73; B Denial 88. 71. 71. 73. 

American Football 

MFLi Sen Francisco 2D. NY Giants B; Pitts- 
burgh 31. San Diego ML Souffle 27, Denver 
1ft Arizona 3. Kansas City 24; Houston 1ft 
Jacksonville 17; NY Jets ID. Oakland 47. 

Baseball 

AMDS CAN LEAGUE: Toronto 1. New 
York 8: Taxes 9. Seattle 3; California ft 
Oakland Z Ctevutand 17. Kansas City 7; 
Baltimore 4. Datrotl ft Crtesgo 2. Minne- 
sota i piutni; Milwaukee 8. Boston 1. 
Final atamBngai Saab 1. ‘Boston (WB&. 
LSB. PCL5B7. GBOK 2. TNow York (7MS- 
-548-7); a. BaMmore (71-73- 483.15): 4. Da- 
tni (60-84- 417-36); 5. Toronto (56-38-3®- 
3ft. CMtoh 1. “Cleveland (W100. L44. 
PBLB94. GBO); 2. Kansas City (70-74-A86- 
30L 3. CHUgo (68-7B-. 472-32): 4. Milwau- 
kee (65-79- 451-351; 5. Ufcmeeota (58-88- 
38044). Weed 1. SSasfflB (W7B. 1X6. 
PM 542. ft: 2. ^California (7B-6fc-X42-0), 3. 
Texas (74-70-JI14-4). 4. Oakland (67-77- 
465-11). 

NATIONAL I WMBI Colorado 10. San 
Francisco a Chicago 7. Houston 0: Mon- 
treal 1. Cincinnati 5; New York 1. Atlanta 0 
(11). Si Loffl* 4. Pittsburgh 10; San Disgo 
1, Los Angeles 4; Florid* 6. Philadelphia 2. 
Haffl etarnUnjvr I«ti 1. “Altanta (W90. 
154. PCL62S. ft; 2. Ptaladelphta (69-75- 
_479-2ir. 3. New York (8B-75-.479 -21); 4. 
Florida IS7-76-. 469-22*]. 5. Montreal (66- 
78- 458-24) Centrafe 1. ‘Cmaanati (WBS. 
LSO. Pa.590. ft: 2. Houston (76-68-^28-9); 
3 Chicago (73-7J-J507-12); 4. Si LOUS (62- 


martier can make up aUy 
shortfall in performance for 
Ferrari is naive, according to 
their driver Gerhard Berger, 
who is moving to Benetton 
next season. 

“If you talk with Ferrari, 
Michael is a second quicker 
than any of toe rest of ns in 
Fl. So, if our cars are one 
second a lap off toe pace at 
the moment, I suppose he will 
win the world champion- 
ship," he said acidly. 


81-A34-22X); 6. Pittsburgh (5866- 403-27). 
Wasb 1. "Los Angotos (W78, L66. PcLS42. 
ft: 2, ICotorado (77-87-^35-1), 3. San 
□lego [7D-74-.4864Q; 4. San Francisco [87- 
77-.465-11). "Clinched division title; 
teitnehod wild card place; §ded tor i&r- 
tolon title, forcing one-game play-off. 


Gymnastics 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Sab BO. 
Japan): Teen ■ vents (after compulsory 
exercises): Mew 1, Japan 282JK0pts; 2. 
China 282X48; 3, VS 280336; 4. Romania 
279.07ft S. Bulgaria 27X174; ft France 
277-225; 7. Italy 27824ft 8. Canada 
274.782; ft Argentina 282350; 1ft Kazakh- 
stan 260JS2S; 11. Taiwan 199.700; 12. Ire- 
land 180425. 

Mtamarn 1. US 1B1.722pta; 2. Hungary 
184.745; 0 Greece 182357; 4. Bulgaria 
uaiSft 5. Brazil 178-807; 6, Uzbekistan 
177.685; 7. South Kona 177 Alft 8. teraffl 
178.621. 

Snooker 

THAILAND CL ASSI C (Bangkok): Rrat 
modi D rum (Eng) M 0 Harold 5-3; T 
Draw* (Malta) htYK Foot (Malaysia) 5-0 
lM«nd rank N Sand (Eng) bt S Davis 
(Eng) 5-0; D O'Kan* |NZ) bt M Joftnston- 
Alien (Eng) 5-4. 


Fixtures 


(7 JO unless stated) 

Soccer 

ENGLISH COCA-COLA CUP: Second 
rased; — c o a d lag (drat leg scores In 
parenthesis}: Arsenal (3) v Hartlepool (ft 
(7.46): Barnsley (ft v HudoenUtokJ (2) 
[7 j 45I; Bournemouth (1) v Watford (1) 

(7.45): Bren Herd (ft v Bolton (1) (7.46); 
Burnley (ft v Leicester (2): Bury (1) v Shefl 
LM ISO cnartton f&i v WfmMaaon (4) 
(7A5); Crystal Palace (2) v Southend (2) 

(7.45): Fulham (ft v Wolverhampton (2) 

(7.45): Grimsby (1) v Birmingham (3) 

(7.45) : Ipswich (1) v Stockport (1) (7/15); 
Notts County (ft v Leeds (ft (7/4S); Peter- 
borough (ft v Aston Villa (ft (7.45): OPR (1) 

V Oxford Lttd (1) (7/46); Rotherham (1) v 
UkkUastaough (2T. Waal Bram (1) v Read- 
ing (1) (7 AS); York (3) v Man Utd (ft [7 AS). 
BALL’S SCOTT IBM IBAOlINi Prardr 
DMakn Rangers v Motherwell (8.0). 
SPALDING CHAU CHOC CUPl Hnt 
round, a a aeud leg; Famborough v Bath 

(7.45) ; Norihwfch v Tattard [7/45h Slough v 
Dag 8 Red (7/45). 

IMWOi 

Bomber Bridge v Barrow; Buxton v Drayts- 
den; Eiffley v Spamymoar Frlcktey v Bos- 
ton Utd; Satoaborough v Mattock: Marina v 
Known ley. Hrat Div isi o n: Alhenon LR v 
Fleetwood; Harrogate Tn v Lincoln (Jtd; 
Lancaster Gv L*tgn: Nattiarfiald v Grama; 
WhitJay Bay v Brafflord Pk Ave; Woriung- 
ton v Gl Harwood Tn. C h d hin i Com 
Find roumk Warrington Tn v Ashnxr Utd. 
ICIS LEAGUE: Prandar DMdeae Chert- 
sey Tn v Aylesbury. Enhefo v Walton & 
Horsham: Hayes v Worthing: Kingston lan 
v Grays. Hrat P htoac Thame IA1 v 
Akferahoi Tn; Wembley v WoUngfum Tn. 
Saoood DMsIom Bantoead Aft v Ware; 
Convey island v Bedford Tn; Doriong v 
Hungorford Tn. TfeM DMataoc HareheW 
Utd * Trlng Tn; Hartford Tn v Leighton Tn; 
Horthwood v Clapton: Southafl v Epsom A 
Ewell. 

BEA2XR HOWS LEAGUE: Dr Martens 
Oqk FWt round, Mi lag: Alherstone 
Utd v Tamworth: Bashley v Weymouth: Bll- 


Rugby League 


Kiwis fancy 
Kemp to tangle 
with Tonga 


Paul ntcpatrfck 


EW ZEALAND are 

rated third favourites 

for the Halifax World 

Cup behind Australia and 

England bat they have a 
squad of players good enough 
to beat toe best 

Tbe Haw, however, is that 
they do not always appear to 
get their team selection right. 
Yesterday their coach Frank 
Endacott admitted as much 
and said it was essential he 
put tbe right 17 players on the 
sheet for the Kiwis' opening 
match against Tonga next 
Sunday at Warrington. 

None of the World Cup 
games can be used as trials, 
said Endacott, who promptly 
revealed be was considering 
playing Tony Kemp, the 
Leeds stand-off, in the unac- 
customed role of loose 
forward. 

“We need a ball-playing for- 
ward in our pack, a player 
with vision, and we keep com- 
ing back to Tony Kemp,” he 
said. Kemp Is not a total 
stranger to toe pack but has 
made his reputation In Eng- 
land at stand-off. first with 
Castleford and now with 
Leeds. 

Kemp also has great ability 
at kicking from hand and En- 
dacotfs mind was possibly 
going back to toe summer 
Test series between Australia 
and the Kiwis, which Austra- 
lia won 3-0, and the tactical 
kicking display then by Brad 
Fittler, Australia's captain. 

“He produced toe best kick- 
ing game I’ve ever seen,” said 
Endacott. "It was just unbe- 
lievable. Die difference be- 
tween the sides was one 
bloke." 

One change will be forced 
on New Zealand on Sunday, 
as their prop forward and 
vice-captain John Lomax Is 
under a one-match ban, but 
toe Kiwis are clear of injury, 
including toe captain Mat- 
thew Ridge who played in toe 
recent Australian Grand 
Final with damaged ribs. 

H is a measure of the Kiwis’ 
strength that Wigan’s bril- 
liant Henry Paul is not guar- 
anteed a place In the starting 
line-up and might have to 
settle for a place on toe bench. 

During the summer series 
it was something of a surprise 


BtonTn v&nton Cobtosld Tm Buckingham 
Tn v Braintree Tn; Burton Aft v Gristey 
Rvtk Bury Tn v Bsldock Tn; Csmbridgs C 
v Sudbury Tn; Crawtoy Tn v Hastings Tn; 
Dorchester Tn v Havant Tn; Fisfisr 93 v 
Erith & Belvedere; Grantham Tn v Ilkeston 
Tn; Gravnssnd A Northflost v Cfwfenstord 
C: Halaaowan Tn v Worcester C: Hinckley 
Tn v BwtMxih utd: Leicester utd v Ragst 
Rngra; Radng aim Warwick v Moor 
Green; Redd rtcti Utd v Evesham Utd: Rush- 
dan 8 Diamonds v King’s Lynn; Stour- 
bridge v Dudley Tit; Stafford Rngra 
Bridgnorth Tn; Tonbridge Angela v Ash- 
tort Tn; Trowfaridgs Tn v Yale Tn; Waston- 
S-Mare v Cheltenham Tn. 

N-W COUNTIES LEAGUED HoodM Tro- 
pfayi First mad, first lav Blackpool 
Rvra v Blackpool Mechanics; Bootle v 
VauxhaK GM: Buracough v St Haiana Tn; 
Chadderton v Gtossop NE Darwen v Ros- 
sendale Ukh Eastwood Hanley v Newcas- 
tle Tn; FRxnn * Atherton Cot] lories: Hasl- 
Ingden v Bacup Ban Hotter OB v Panrtih; 
MasGley v Maine Road; Prescol v Sfosl- 
msradale Utd; Traffort » SaHorri C. 
FEDERATION BREWERY MORTMERH 
LEAGUE! FWt Phrt s te n i Chester La 
Street v Eppleton CW: Tow Law Tow v 
Donston Federatloo. 

Auckland * Easlngton. 

HORTWRN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUfc 
PrwHfi Cum Louth Utd v Hall Road 
Rngra; ObmU Tn v Eedeahin Utd. 

GREAT MILLS LEAGUE! Ruhr Dhr- 
iteia Bamataple Tn v Backwafl Utd. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION! 
Lea gu e ftp Ptymeuth v Bath. 

LEAGUE OF WALES CUPS FWt roundr 
Group Oner Bangor C v Porthmadog. 
Droop Tea Con nan's Quay v Rhyf; Flint 
Tn v Holywell. Qroop Threei Caerswi v 
Newtown. Group Foan Alan lido v Briton 
Pe rry. 

ULSTER CUP: Otterter-C aa lm Crusaders 
v DtsttDeiy; Glenavon v Qtantoran; Cole- 
raine v Unfloto; Ards v Portadown. 

FAI NATIONAL UF AGUE CUPi Send- 
Bnefc stlgo Rvrs v Drogheda Utd. 

Rugby Union 

REPRESENTATIVE: Newport v Barbar- 
ians (7.0). 

CLUB MATCHES: Cambridge Unhr * 
Cambridge C (7.16); EBbw Vale v Glamor- 
gan Wanderers (7.0); London Irish v 
Loughborough Students. 


• A record number of teams have submit- 
ted ankles tor the 1998 soccer World Cup 
In Franca Rta announced yesterday that 
more than 150 national associations had 
entered teams by the deadline but the 
asset number was ttnctesr bacause sores 
entry forms had been received. The previ- 
ous record high was 144 tor last year's 
tournament In me United States. "The re- 
cord entry reflects (he continuing emer- 
gence cl new countr lee In various corns- 
nerds and the founding of new national 
associations." said Ftta's general secre- 
tary Sepp Blatter. The orefbninary draw 
for 1998 will be made on December 12 In 
Pans. 

• The New Zealand cridtel team arrived 
in India yesterday for a two-month tour led 
by Lae Gerraon. a taipto l n who has never 
even played fat a Test The teem wfll play 
three Tests and sbr one-day kitamai i orals 
but the coach Glenn Turner has no wonka 
about Garmon, who has looked a capable 
leader at Canterbury In domestic cricket 
"All me senior members of the side are 
quite happy with Ida appoWraanf Turner 
said at m Bombay airport The bespecta- 
cled Gernun wears contact lanaes while 
playing. 


to see Paul playing on toe 
wing when he is patently a 
full-back or stand-off. Enda- 
cott agreed — but said that , 
while Paul is a very exciting 
player, he is still green 

“He can win a game for yon 
but there again he could lose 
a game for you. He does the 
odd undisciplined thing with 
the ball at the wrong time,” 
said Endacott 

“In saying that, he is one of 
toe most talented players I've 
seen in a long time. He’s be- 
coming of very good utility 
value to us at present rather 
than a specialist." 

Endacott agreed that New 
Zealand's ranking was cor- 
rect but said that there was “a 
better feeling and attitude 
about this squad than I’ve ex- 
perienced in a long time. I 
know this tournament is teed 
up for an Australla-En glan d 
final but we might just spoil 
the party." 

England, meanwhile, await 
a fitness report today on Gary 
Connolly, the Wigan player, 
who was admitted to hospital 
at toe weekend with pneumo- 
nia. He is out of Saturday’s 
opening match against Aus- 
tralia but has not yet been 
ruled out of toe competition. 

There was, though , good 
news yesterday of Kris Rad- 
1 inski, a candidate to fill toe 
vacancy left by Connolly at 
full-back, and Martin Offiah. 
Both are expected to befit 

Meanwhile Wales's captain 
Jonathan Davies has spoken 
out about toe task feeing his 
country if they are to win 
their group to earn a semi- 
final between toe winners of 
Saturday’s opening match. 

Wales open at Ninian Park 
in Cardiff on Monday against 
France, whom they beat to be- 
come European champions 
for toe first Htua tn 57 years 
last season. They then face a 
bruising encounter with toe 
powerful Western Samoa at 
Swansea oh October 15. 

“The pressure Is on us to 
perform but I hope to go out 
in style on my last interna- 
tional appearance in Wales," 
said Davies. “We are all con- 
scious of coming home to play 
and we all want to do very 
well for Wales. 

• Wembley is to have a giant 
video for toe first time to 
show action replays during 
Saturday’s opening match. 


Sport in brief 


Squash 

The British Open, which left 
England for tbe first time in 
its 65-year history when it 
was moved to Wales last year, 
will be played in toe Princi- 
pality for at least another two 
years following yesterday's 
announcement of £500,000 in 
sponsorship, writes Richard 
Jago. Next year’s Open will 
be staged at Cardiff’s Interna- 
tional Arena, with toe contin- 
ued backing of Leekes, toe 
department store, from 
March 27 to April 7. 

American Football 

Miami are now the only un- 
beaten team in the National 
Football League after Don 
Simla's Dolphins beat toe side 
run by his son Dave, toe Cin- 
cinnati Ben gals, 26-23, writes 
Mark Tran in New York The 
Dallas Cowboys lost their un- 
beaten record to toe Washing- 
ton Redskins, 27-23. and toe 
St Louis Rams ground to a 
halt in TnitinnapnliB 21—18. 

Cycling 

The Superdrome interna- 
tional meeting scheduled for 
Manchester Velodrome on 
October 13-14 has been can- 
celled because of poor ad- 
vance ticket sales. The meet- 
ing was to have featured a 
challenge match between 
Chris Boardman and the 
world No.l Tony Rominger 
and an attempt by the new 
world pursuit champion 
Graeme Obree to regain his 
world one-hour record. 

Snooker 

Steve Davis suffered the 
second whitewash of his 
career yesterday, losing 5-0 to 
Nigel Bond, this year's world 
championship runner-up, in 
the last 16 of toe Thailand 
Classic, writes Clive Bverton 
in Bangkok- Bond comfort- 
ably won four frames but in 
the second he recovered from 
61-0 down. 
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w ow'. 


ir. business, silence is certainly 
not golden. 

With a BT BusmcssRcadi Message 
TtkJ yon can stay in ranch with 
your business, your clients and 
colleagues without spending 
lots of brass. 


In fact and every monthly charge, 

no matter how many messages you 
receive, stays put at £10.99. Not a bad 
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BusmessReadi Message 700 
is it? 
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Els leads World Match Play entries, page 1 3 

York prepare for the Red invasion, page 1 4 

Rowell condemns players’ feuding, page 15 

Mansell keeps his foot down, page 1 5 

_ ■■ 


SportsGuurdhm 


Robert Armstrong predicts that the qualifying route to rugby union’s 1 999 World Cup finals should be a pushover 

England face two-match campaign 


E ngland face only 

two matches in quali- 
fying for the 1999 
World Cup finals 
even though the competition 
will be expanded from 16 to 20 
teams, making it the biggest 
since the event began in 1987. 

The International Board, 
which met in Tokyo at the 
weekend, has confirmed that 
only four teams will be 
granted automatic entry to 
the finals. Wales qualify as 
hosts along with this year’s 
champions South Africa, the 
runners-up New Zealand and 
third-placed France, who de- 
feated England to qualify. The 
remaining 16 teams, includ- 
ing Scotland and Ireland as 
well as England, will have to 


play p re-qualifying matches 
to earn a place in one of the 
five final pools to be based in 
Wales. England, France, Ire- 
land and Scotland. 

However, pre-quallfying 
groups which include a major 
union will almost certainly be 
comprised of three nations 
who will play each other on a 
one-off basis instead of home 
and away. "England will 
probably have to play just two 
qualifying games which can 
be fitted comfortably into 
their international schedule," 
predicted John Jeavons-Fel- 
lows. one of two Rugby Foot- 
ball Union representatives at 
the Tokyo meeting. 

“Concern was expressed 
about the potential burden of 


pre -qualifying matches but 
the total will not turn out to 
be as horrific as some of us 
might have feared. Playing 
two extra games over a four- 
year period is a reasonable 
requirement on the major 
unions who have to qualify." 

England's qualifying oppo- 
nents will be determined at 
an IB meeting next year when 
schedules for qualifying 
games will be drawn up. Pre- 
dictably England, Scotland 
and Ireland will each be allo- 
cated to European groups, 
which could bring the major 
unions into direct competi- 
tion with emerging nations 
such as Spain, Germany and 
Sweden. Australia, 1991 
champions, must qualify from 


a Pacific Islands group. 

England are likely to play 
their qualifying games at 
Twickenham where gate reve- 
nue, advertising and televi- 
sion ratings can be maxi- 
mised. It is unlikely that a 
new-Iook England will slip up 
against unfamiliar World Cup 
opponents. 

A new Five-Nations club 
competition, with the proba- 
ble addition of Italy, will be 
launched next season, Tony 
Hallett, the RFU secretary, 
said yesterday. Twickenham 
intends to draw up plans for a 
European League that will 
give the RFU the opportunity 
to negotiate a sponsorship 
and TV deal well in excess of 
what would have been gained 


by English clubs playing in 
Europe this season. 

“The League One clubs are 
a special case and the concept 
of Europe remains fundamen- 
tal to onr thinking," ex- 
plained Hallett. “But we 
would question the value of 
playing European matches on 
midweek dates in dark stadi- 
ums and in cold, wet and 
windy conditions. I have 
looked at some of this sea- 
son’s European fixtures and, 
if thing s go badly, there is the 
danger that sponsors and TV 
could lose interest. When 
English dubs enter Europe 
we need to get it right." 

The consequence of Hal- 
lett’s criticism — that the 
RFU prefers weekend dates 


for Europe — raises conten- 
tious questions about the 
future scheduling of domestic 
league and cup games as well 
as representative fixtures 
against incoming tourists. It 
aLso remains to be seen 
whether France and Wales 
would reorganise their tradi- 
tional dub programme to ac- 
commodate England's wish 
for weekend European games. 

Hallett also emphasised 
that the RFU moratorium on 
payments to club players 
would remain in force for the 
rest of the season, even 
though the commission on 
professionalism might well 
recommend such payments to 
a special meeting of RFU rep- 
resentatives next month. 


FROM SELECTION TO LITIGATION: A BUSY DAY FOR ENGLAND’S COACH 



Now rest in 
peace, Albert 
Johanneson 



Richard Williams 


I DON'T know whether or 
not, during his year with 
Leeds United, Eric Cantona 
met Albert Johanneson. It 
doesn't seem likely . And even 

ifhe had. the significance 
might have escaped him. 

A fugitive presence during 
the last, tragic phase of his life, 
Johanneson wouldn’t have 
made much of an impact on the 
current generation of players, 
although they might have 
glimpsed a dishevelled figure 
on one of his rare visits to El- 
land Road, where he was given 
a couple of tickets to the next 
game and a square meal before 
disappearing for another year 
or two. But it was Johanneson 
I thought of at Old Trafford on 
Sunday, when Cantona lined 
up with his team-mates and op- 
ponents before the kick-off, un- 
furling a banner that read 

“Respect All Fans: Let’s Kick 

Out Racism". Because Albert 
Johanneson was the first black 
footballer many of us ever saw 
on an English pitch, and the 
news of his untimely death— 
found by the police in his flat, 
probably dead for several days 
— had appeared in the previ- 
ous day’s paper. 

I have smudgy memories of 
watching him in the mid-Six- 
ties, and what I remember 
thinking is that this was proba- 
bly as close as Fd get to seeing 
G airin cha or Gento in the 
flesh. "He was our first 
glimpse of that kind of silky 
soccer player Howard Wil- 
kinson, the present Leeds man- 
ager, told me yesterday. 

H E WAS small and 
light, and he could 
knock a ball past a 
foil-back and go like 
the wind. Unless, that is, the 
foil-back caught him on the 
way. 

"I remember what happened 
to him against Tottenham at 
EUand Road,” Leeds's general 
manag e r Alan Roberts said. 
“Cyril Knowles was marking 
him. Albert was very quick 
and very skflfol but he was a 
timid sort of a mam Quiet, 
meek, unassuming. Well, Cyril 
Knowles gave him a hell of a 
whack in the first five minutes 
and It put him right off his 
game." 

No room for the quiet and 
im assuming in the man 's 
league. And so a damaging 
stereotype was bora: the black 
winger abundant in speed and 


skill but deficient in bottle or 
brain, or both. 

Think of them : Laurie Cun- 
ningham, Vince Hilaire, Mark 
Chamberlain, Howard Gayle. 
Mark Walters, Franz Carr and 
Tony Daley for starters. All of 
them capable of winning 
matches for club and country; 
ail condemned, as was Johan- 
neson. for their supposed in- 
consistency. As if it took more 
than a minute of applied 
genius to win most football 
mfltr.hfts in England, or 
anywhere. 

Johanneson came to Eng- 
land from South Africa in 1961. 
As cme of Don Revie's first 
signings he helped keep Leeds 
in the old Second Division be- 
fore participating in their pro- 
motion to the First in 1964. The 
following season they were 
runners-up in the League, to 
Manchester United, and lost 
the FA Cup final to Liverpool 

He had a particularly poor 
match at Wembley and al- 
though he stayed at Leeds for 
four more seasons, it wasn't 
long before his place in the 
starting line-up went to Eddie 
Gray, one of the stars of Re- 
vie's extraordinary champion- 
ship-winning team. In 1971. 
after a season with York City 
in the Fourth Division, Inju- 
ries finished him. 


A YEAR or so ago, when 
I was writing some- 
thing about black play- 
ers in Britain. I tried to 
track him down. No good. A 
call to Peter Lorimer. his con- 
temporary at Elian d Road and 
now a leading light in Leeds' 
old players' association, estab- 
lished that he had a bad drink 
problem, that he was sepa- 
rated from his wife and two 
daughters, and that he had dis- 
appeared into Chapeltown, 
which didn’t sound promising. 

“We've tried to help him." 
Lorimer said. “We wanted to 
get him to join the association. 
But it's no good. He just goes 
missing." 

Last week Johanneson's 
body was found in a flat on the 
second floor of a tower block in 
Leeds. Nobody knows when he 
died. He was 53, or possibly 55, 
according to which of the obit- 
uaries you read. 

When Leeds visited Anfleld 
in the mid-Sixties. the Kop had 
a special chant for Johanne- 
son: "Coco-pop, Coco-pop." In 
those days it wasn't really 
what you'd call racism, al- 
though that's what it became 
— at Elian d Road. too. where a 
segment of the crowd acquired 
an unsavoury reputation be- 
fore the club began a great 
effort to disinfect their ter- 
races. Now, as well as a family 
club with 8,000 members, a 
community scheme, a creche 
and other schemes, they have a 
Ghanaian. Tony Yeboah. scor- 
ing goal after goal. Rest in 
peace, Albert Johanneson. 


Libel action over Venables 
book settled in 90 minutes 


John Duncan on an anxious wait outside 
court for the former Spurs chief executive 


A S ENGLAND'S finest 
stood by their phones 
waiting for the call 
from Terry' Venables for 
next week's game against 
Norway, the England coach 
was waiting anxiously out- 
side Court 14 in the Strand 
to hear if he would be be- 
fore the bench rather than 
on it. 

Venables had girded him- 
self to defend a libel action 
by the Tottenham Hotspur 
vice-chairman Tony Berry 
which could have lasted up 
to 10 days. 

In the end any embar- 
rassment was averted with 
the year-long tussle settled 
within 90 minutes yester- 
day afternoon. 

A case set for two o'clock 
was delayed while an “ami- 
cable settlement" was ham- 
mered out. It was concluded 
at 3J10pm when a statement 
was read out in open court 


in which Venables and his 
co-defendants Michael 
Joseph Ltd, publisher of his 
book — Venables; The Auto- 
biography — and Associated 
Newspapers, which serial- 
ised it, apologised for alle- 
gations contained in the 
hardback version. 

In it Venables had incor- 
rectly alleged that Berry 
paid £20.000 for stolen doc- 
uments that were later 
used to discredit him. 

“That allegation." said 
the statement accepted by 
the defendants, “suggesting 
as it did that Mr Berry was 
guilty of a serious criminal 
offence, is wholly untrue. 
Tony Berry never had such 
a document and never paid 
anyone to obtain such a 
document." Berry received 
costs and undisclosed dam- 
ages. which he said were 
“well Into six figures". 
Counsel for Venables and 


the publisher said; “Mr 
Vcnables's purpose In writ- 
ing his book was to protect 
his reputation by answer- 
ing allegations made 
against him. 

“Those allegations were in 
part based on documents 
stolen from his company’s 
office, which were undoubt- 
edly thereafter offered for 
sale . . . The defendants, 
however, folly accept that 
they were mistaken as to Mr 
Berry's rale in the matter." 

Venables — who was dis- 
missed as chief executive of 
Spurs in May 1993 — will 
not, it appears, be out of 
pocket. The statement says 
that damages will .be paid 
by "the publishers of the 
book and of the Mail on 

Sunday" with no mention 
of the England coach. 

Howei-er, he still faces a 
year of uncertainty with a 
libel action against him by 
Alan Sugar. Tottenham's 
chairman, still to be heard 
in October of next year. 


England squad, page 14 



O The medical establishment has a new 

cause to get its teeth into. The fact is that, 
released from war, and post-war rationing. 


repression and relative poverty, the British 
people have been on a 50-year binge. 
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Guardian Crossword No 20,462 

Set by Hendra 



Across 


1 Unfinished material of 
English composer (6) 

4 Keyboard instrument least 
employed at church (7) 

5 Silent pictures being shown 
here In Scotland? 19) 

10 Dewy one held by the 
majority (5) 

11 Make Bill work in the house 
<S) 

12 Course ot action in 
retirement? (9) . 

13 Ice does break up, sea... (7) 
15... Nassau resort providing 

invigorating baths (6) 

1 7 Work with one's senior, a 
Shipyard worker? (6) 

1 9 Saw dog held by lead (7) 

22 Oxy-phenol derivative used 
by wood-tappers ( 9 j 
24 Laboratory worker’s dlah oi 
cooked tripe (5) 


2« Reportedly one who e 
renders the symbol ol 
Lebanon [5} 

27 Hiding article that cor 
outbreak? (9) 

28 Bronzing equipment f 
tanner (71 

29 Picturesque scenes o 
in silly frolic? (6) 

Down 


1 Windfall sought by dc 
17} 

2 Measure of spirit to k 
sailor over (5) 

3 Cruel policy of keepli 
people separated, hit 
being different? | 9 } 

4 Tlnwark bright star (7 

5 Nocturnal climber of 
wall In Paris (5) 

6 Fire-damaged metal : 

7 Worker over the bord 
taking the air? (6) 


□□□□□□DQa 

ilj a □ □ 
lapnaDda 
□ BOD 
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a □ □ n 
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□ □as 
□□□□□□a 



CROSSWORD SOLUTION 20*461 

8 For Bxample, young 
Dorothy's shown up as a 
dull person (6) 

14 Finished, left port carrying 
too much cargo (9) 

18 A French work set, with no 
dissenters? (9) 

18 Highest position ot a showy 
violinist (7) 


19 American thriller-writer to 
attempt verse ... (6) 

20 . . . having links with 
English poet (7} 

21 Squeezes in abandoned 
sex act? (6) 

23 Weatherproof coat for a 
nature-reserve (Australian} 
(5) 

Solution tomorrow 
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